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“Let a Rule Nisi be issued calling upon the respondents to show cause as to
why a direction should not be given upon the respondents to form a committee to
identify the historic important places at Shuhrawardi Uddyan (the then rececourse
maidan ) at Dhaka, where the Pakistan Army surrendered before the Joint
Command Force of Mukti Bahini and Indian Army on 16™ December, 1971 and
where Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivered the historic speech on 7"
March, 1971, after demolishing the structures, if any, around those historical
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The Rule is made returnable on 5.7.2009.

Since the learned Attorney General appears, let the matter be treated as
ready, still the notices be served upon the respondents.

Let the matter be fixed for hearing on 6.7.2009, at the top of the list.”
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“ The language of the State should be such which can be understood by the
common man of the State. The Common man of the State numbering four crores
and forty millions find that the proceedings of this Assembly which is their mother
of parliaments is being conduct in a language, Sir, which is unknow to them.
Then, Sir, English has got an honoured place, Sir, in Rule 29. | know, Sir, English
has got an honoured place because of the International Character.

But, Sir, if English can have an honoured place in Rule 29 that the
proceedings of the Assembly should be conducted in Urdu or English why
Bangalee, which is spoken by four crores forty lacks of people should not have an
honoured place, Sir, in rule 29 of the procedure Rules. So, Sir, | know | am voicing
the sentiments of the vast millions of our State and therefore Bengalee should not
be treated as a Provincial Language. If should be treated as the language of the
State. And therefore, Sir, | suggest that after the word ‘English’, the words
“Bengalee’ be inserted in Rule 29..........cocooiiiiiiiic 7
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e let me make it very clear to you that the State Language of

Pakistan is going to be Urdu and no other language. Any one who tries to mislead

you is really the enemy of Pakistan. Without one State Language, no Nation can

remain tied up solidly together and function. Look at the history of other countries.

Therefore, so far as the State lanqguage is concerned, Pakistan’s language shall be
Urdu.” @R ArS)
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“There can, however, be only one lingua franca, that is, the language for
inter- communication between the various provinces of the State, and that language
should be Urdu and cannot be any other. The State language, therefore must
obviously be Urdu...................
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o
o

“There can be only one State language, if the component parts of this State
are to march forward in unison , and that language, in my opinion, can only be
Urdu.”
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THE PAKISTAN OBSERVER
24T™H FEBRUARY, 1969

RELEASE RIGHTS BY

PEACEFUL MEANS
(By A Staff Correspondent)

Awami Leage leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on Sunday gave
a call for peaceful movement for the realisation of the demands of
the people. Addressing a meeting attended by lakhs of people at the
Ramna Race Course, the Awami Leage leader said the people must
keep constant vigil that the peace is not disturbed geopardising the

cause of the movement.

He also exhorted the Government not to give any provocation

to the people for resorting to violence.

Called by All Party Students Committee of Action to give a
reception to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the meeting was also
addressed by student leaders. Mr. Tofail Ahmed, Chairman of the
All Party Students Committee of Action and Vice-President of Dacca
University Central Students Union presided over the meeting.
Among those present were persons released from the alleged

Conspiracy Case.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that he would join the proposed
Rawalpindi talks on Monday where he would place demands on
behalf of the struggling masses of both wings of the country.
Enumerating the demands the Sheikh said that a sovereign
parliament must be ensured on the basis of universal adult
franchise. He said that the soverign parliament will decide the shape

of the Constitution of the country.
Population Basis,

not parity.

Demanding regional autonomy for East Pakistan, the Sheikh
said East Pakistan’s share in all spheres of national life must be

determinded on the bais of population. He said, East Pakistan was
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no more prepared to accept parity. “Whoever in East Pakistan will

talk of parity has no place here,” he added.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that people of East Pakistan
had accepted parity in representation on only the condition that
parity would be maintained in all spheres including all services. He

said that the province had been deceived in this regard.

The Awami League Chief spoke of gross disparity in the
Central Services, particularly defence services where 60 per cent of
the countrie’s revenue is being spent. He said that 80 per cent of the
defence expenditure was made in West Pakistan. He complained
that the capital had been built at two places in West Pakistan but
East Pakistan was given a show room in the name of a second
capital. All capital formation had taken place in West Pakistan
leaving East Pakistan deprived. He said that East Pakistan had
some powers in the parliament which had also been taken away by
the present regime. He, however, added that there was no difference

between common man in East and West Pakistan.

“Ours have been a movement against exploiters who live in

West Pakistan,” he said.

The Awami League said that in the light of the experience of
the September War he had felt that only solution to the problems of
geographycal peculiarity of Pakistan was regional autonomy in all

spheres and self-sufficiency for East Pakistan in all matters.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said that he had first placed his
demands for a constitution on the basis of Six-Point Programme at a
conference in Lahore in 1966. He said when the regime refused to
pay heed to it he placed it before the people . “If the government did
not pay any heed to the demands of the people he would again come

back to the people.”

One Unit

Referring to the demands for the dissolution of One Unit the

Awami League leaders said that if the Pathans or Sindhis did not
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want continuation of one unit, it should be dissolved. He said that
the Government could not be allowed to do anything against the will

of the people.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman suggested provincial autonomy for
the former provinces of West Pakistan and regional autonomy for

entire West Pakistan like that of East Pakistan.

Speaking on the students Eleven-Points demands, the Awami
League leaders said that he did not only support the demands, he

would also work for the realisation of the demands.

Condemning the recent killing and persecution of the people
and imposition of curfew and army call-up, he asked the
Government what right it had to let loose such a reign of terror to
stop workers from demanding legitimate wages, cultivators from
wanting due price for their produce and students and middle
classes from seeking their rights. He demanded withdrawal of the

Press and Publication Ordinance and ‘hulia’ on political workers.

He demanded adequate compensation for those killed during
the mass upsurge. He also declared a committee will be formed for

the collection of funds to give compensation to those victims.

Mr. Tofael Ahmed in his presidential speech demanded that
the national anthem should be in Bengali which is the language of
56 per cent population of the country. He regreated that the
national anthem was in Urdu, a language spoken by only 3 per cent

of our population.

He deplored that there was little scope to speak in Bengali in
the armed forces and Urdu was considered the only language of the
jawans’. He made a strong plea for the introduction of Bengali

there.

Education Policy

Mr. Ahmed vehemently criticised the policy of provincialising
the financially sound colleges like the Jagannath College,
Carmichael College and Brojomohan College. He demanded that
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these institutions be restored to their old status. He alleged that the
Government adopted this policy only to restrict the racility of

education, especially to the poor students.

Mr. Tofael Ahmed held that the kindergarten system with its
English medium was fostering a kind of alien and elite spirit in the
educaitonal field. He observed that any such instutition should not
be allowed to run in East Pakistan. Mr. Tofael awarded a tilte on

Sheikh Mujib: “Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib,” which means “Sheikh
Mujib Friend of Bengal.”

Constitution

On behalf of the meeting the DUCSU Vice-President and
Convener of the All Party Students Committee of Action appealed to
Sheikh Mujib that he must come back from the Round Table
Conference framed according to the will of the people of East
Pakistan which constitutes 56 per cent of the population of the

country.

Mr. Ahmed expressed his profound confidence in Sheikh
Mujib that he would never let down the people and would carry on
his struggle for the well being of the people. He cautioned that if for
any reason the Sheikh held to live upto the people’s expectation, he
would not be spared by the people. He called upon Sheikh Mujib not
to make any ‘compormise’ till the Eleven-Point demands were

fulfilled.

All Party Students Committee of Action member Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik appealed to Sheikh Mujib to move stead firstly on the
path of movement. He assured the leader that the masses were
prepared. He fervently called upon Sheikh Mujib to give a call for
relentless movement simultaneously with the progress of the

parleys.

Referrfing to President Ayub’s suggestion for amending the
Constitution, the student leader opined that “the people infact

wanted to tear it up to pieces.”
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Referring to Sheikh Mujib’s decision to participate in the
Round Table Conference, Khaled Mohammd Ali, another member of
the Committee of Action cautioned Sheikh Mujib that he must not
make any ‘compromise’ till East Pakistan’s autonomy was achieved

on the basis of Mujib’s Six-Points.

Mr. Ali observed that the allegation against Sheikh Mujib that
he want ‘Secession’ was utterly false. He believed that Mujib’s Six-

Points Programme was the demand for autonomy of East Pakistan.

Committee of Action member Mahbubullah emphasised that
the people were so prepared for struggle that “today they consider
death as cosy as flower wreath.” He called upon Sheikh Mujib to
take up the leadership of the movement of Eleven-Points demand
and for that to give a call for building up disciplined organisation

and volunteer corps in all villages and mahallas.

Mr. Mahbubul Huq Dulan, another member of the committee
of Action, maintined that the 11-Points , manifesto was the only
programme behind which the people of East Pakistan stood firmly
and resolutely. He cautioned that whatever agreement the leaders
might arrive at in the Pindi talks unless the demands of the people

were met it would not be accepted.

Resolutions

The public meeting held on Sunday at the Ramna Race
Course under the auspices of the Students’ All —-Party Committee of
Action called upon the Government to immediately restore the rights

of the people.

According a warm well come to Sheikh Muyjibur Rahman, the
meeting appealed to him to come forward to lead movement on the
basis of the 11-Point demands of the Students. These meeting also

urged that the future constitution shall be framed on that basis.

The meeting deplored that the safety Act and the press and

publications Ordinance were yet to be repealed and the properties of
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the Progressive Papers Limited were not still handed over to the

original owners.

Hartal March 4

It made a fresh call to the people to observe hartal all over the
province on March 4 demanding repeal of safety Act and Press and
Publications Ordinance, withdrawal of all proclamations (hulia) and

fulfillment of the Students’ 11-Point demand.

The meeting demanded that the political cases and all cases

relating to the current mass movement must be withdrawn.

The meeting called upon the people to wear black badges on
the ensuing Eid day as a mark of grief and respect for the martyrs
who laid down their lives in firings by Police, EPR and Army during

the current movement.

The meeting reiterated the ‘students’ earlier demand that the
M N. As, M.P.As and B.D.s must resign by March 3. It also called

upon all to give up all titles awarded by the present regime.

The meeting welcomed the decision of the Government to give
compensation to the bereaved family of Dr. Shamsuzzoha of
Rajshahi University and demanded that the families of all the
martyrs of the current movement must be adequately copensated

for.
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Mujib demands directly elected Sovereign Parliament
Representation on basis of
population sought

Referendum in West Wing
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on One Unit urged

Feb 23 : Sheikh Muyjibur Rahman, the Awami League Chief,
today discarded parity and demanded representation in all

SPherTesS....coiiiiiiiiiiiiieea

He asked the Government to leave the issue of One Unit to the
people of West Wing to be decided by vote. He said that the people
there did not want it (One Unit).

The Awami League Chief said that he had first in early 1966
placed his demand for a Constitution on the basis of his Six-Point

programme at a conference in Lahore.

He added that when the present regime had refused to pay
any heed to it, he placed it before the people. He said that the
regime had accused him of trying to bring about secession of East

Pakistan.

But he asked why the Eastern Wing with 56 per cent of the
population of the country would go for secession. The Sheikh said :
“If they (West Pakistan) want it they can do it. What we want are our
rights as citizens of Pakistan. What we we want is due share in

national affairs.”
ONE UNITED PEOPLE

Sheikh Mujib said students and the people of East and West
Pakistan were one, united and fraternal in relations. Moreover, in
both Wings, they were oppressed and it was only the rulers and the
vested interests who were trying to divide them and dissociate the
people of one region from the people of other region to perpetuate

and preserve their interests, he added.

He told the crowd that students of East Pakistan protested
against the killing of their brethren in West Pakistan and so did the
students of West Pakistan when there was bloodshed in East
Pakistan. This, he said demonstrated how much people of different

regions loved each other.
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman explained the background of his Six-
Point programme and said the experience of the 1965 September
War with India showed that the two Wings of the country were cut

off from each other.

He said even the President had not been able to visit East
Pakistan during the war and there was panic prevailing here. He
said when Lahore was attacked people in East Pakistan felt that it
was an attack on their own territory but “we could not help each

other during the war.”

The Awami League Chief said that in the light of the
experience of the September War “we had felt that only solution to
the problem was regional autonomy in all spheres and self-

sufficiency for East Pakistan in all matters.

CHEATED ON PARITY

Sheikh Muyjib said that the people of East Pakistan has
accepted parity in representation in the parliament only on
the condition that parity would be observed in all other

spheres including the Central Services.

But, he said, that they had been deceived in this regard
and said they were no more prepared to accept parity.
“However, in East Pakistan would talk of parity he has no

place here,” he said.

The Awami League Chief spoke of gross disparity in the
Central Services, particularly the Defence Services. He said 80
percent of the defence expenditure were made in West
Pakistan. He said the central capital was in West Pakistan
and the capital formation had taken place more in West
Pakistan. He said East Pakistan had some powers in the
Parliament, which had also been taken away by the present

regime.
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Sheikh Mujib said: “My struggle is directed against all
sorts of repression and exploitation and not against any region.
He said all opressed Bengalees, Sindhis, Punjabees, Baluchis,

Pakhtoons and Pathans are equal before me.

He said as the Central Capital, Central establishments
capital formation, and head quarters of the three armed
services were located in West Pakistan. Economic disparity
between the two wings continued to widen unabated. It was in
this context of things, he said, that he wanted autonomy for
the people of East Pakistan as well as for those of different
regions in West Pakistan who who would remain in a sub-

federation.

FIGHT AGAINST EXPLOITERS

Sheikh Mujib said that people had struggled to achieve
Pakistan for the 12 crore Pakitanis and not for a handful of

industrialists, traders and businessmen.

He said that his fight was against some exploiters who had
their headquartes in West Pakistan and not against the West

Pakistan people.

He said he loved mankind irrespective of thier nationality or
religion. He also advocated communal harmony in East Pakistan
and said “Bengalees, Biharis, Hindus or Muslims, all who live in

East Pakistan are our brothers.”

Shekih Mujib demanded that Radio Pakistan must adequately
broadcast songs of Rabindra Nath Tagore. The Awami League Chief
said that Rabindranath was not only poet of Bengalees but was a

world poet.

He said that people read Shakespeare, Marx, Hafiz, Mao Tse
Tung and Aristotle to learn some thing from them. Similarly people

wanted to learn from Rabindra Nath.
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‘ISLAMABAD CONSPIRACY CASE’

The public meeting began amidst thunderous cheers, and
slogans, clapping and showering of flower petals. Sheikh Mujib took
the mike to congratulate the people on their victory in securing the
release of political detenus and those who were being tried for so-
called conspiracy. He expressed his gratitude to the struggling

students and masses.

Sheikh Mujib suggested that the people should henceforth
described the so-called Agartala Conspiracy Case as the Islamabad
Conspiracy Case and explained how and under what circumstances
he was released and removed from the Central Jail at dead of night

to be subsequently charged with conspiracy.

He said he could realise at the time of being removed from the
central Jail to military custody that something serious was going to
happen. In a choked voice, the Sheikh said : “I took a handful of
dust at the gate of the Central Jail and prayed to Almighty Allah so
that I could be buried in the soil of my motherland if I died..”

The Awami League chief declared he did not believe in any
conspiracy. He said : “I fear only Allah and none else. What I realise,
what [ understand for the interest of my country I speak out without

any fear,” he added.

He narrated his experience in solitary confinement during
which, he said, he was not allowed to communicate with his family.
He said he was prepared for the worst but even then he believed

that the people would be able to realise their rights.

He said with the withdrawal of the cae, he had come out with
33 others who were accused but could not bring back one of them
Sgt. Zahurul Huq. He condemned the Government action in “killing”

Zahurul Huq, Dr. Shamsuzzoha, Asaduzzaman and others.

INDUSTRIALISTS WARNED

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman censured the Government for using

the police against the workers for the interest of a few industrialists.
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He said the workers were put into jail when they placed their

legitimate demands and they were deprived of their rights.

He warned the industrialists that if they did not share a
portion of their profit with the workers, they may have to incur a

greater loss in the long run.

Sheikh Mujib criticised the Press and Publications Ordinance
and regimentation of the Press and arrest of Journalists. He also

criticised the University Ordinance.

The Awami League chief, said that he had been actively
associated with all the movements in the country but none was like

their present one.

He was particularly cirtical of Governor Abdul Monem Khan
and said that if the latter remained here. It would not be possible to
maintain peace. He said : “The President should keep his patwari
(Governor Monem Khan) in West Pakistan.” “When I imagine his
(Monem Khan’s) face. I see as if Namrud and Pharaoh are before

me,” he said amidst laughter.

Sheikh Mujib said the proctor of Rajshahi University was
killed in broad day light. Besides, so many students, peasants and

workers.
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“If anybody could intervene to break the deadlock, it was
President Yahya Khan. He flew to Dacca on 12 January 1971. He
used this occasion to come to a ‘thorough understanding’ of the Six-
Points. Mujib and half a dozen of his senior colleagues were invited
to the President’s House to ‘present’ their Six-Points. Lieutenant-
General S.G.M. Peerzada, Principal Staff Officer to the President,
summoned Governor Ahsan to attend the meeting Ahsan, who had
always been ignored in important political decisions about East
Pakistan, reluctantly came over. He thought it was too late to
attempt a ‘thorough understanding’ of the Awami League

programme. It should have been done much earlier so that
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necessary stepts could have been taken in time. Now when the
entire province had voted for it, this move would be of little help.

Yahya, Peerzada and Ahsan sat on one side of the discussion
table while Mujib, Khondkar Mushtaq, Tajuddin and their
colleagues sat on the other. On the Awami League side, Mujib did
most of the talking. He presented his Six Points one by one. After
explaining each point, he said, ‘You see, there is nothing
objectionable in it. What’s wrong with it ? It is so simple.” Yahya
and his aides listened. General Peerzada made an observation here
and there but Mujib very sweetly overruled him. Yahya Khan, in the
end, said, T accept your Six Points. But there are strong feelings
against them in West Pakistan. You should carry West Pakistan
with you.” Mujib readily said, ‘Of course, of course, we will carry
West Pakistan with us. We will consult them. We will frame the
constitution. We will frame it on the Six- Points. We will show a
copy of our constitution to you. There will be nothing wrong in it.’
Yahya Khan batted his heavy eye-lashes, puffed at his foreign
cigarette and remained silent.

I owe this version to Vice-Admiral Ahsan. Another account of
the same meeting is given by the Central Communications Minister,
Professor G.W. Chaudhry, who accompanied President Yahya Khan
to Dacca on this historic mission. He tells us that the President was
badly hurt by Mujib’s betrayal. He says :

‘As soon as the (Mujib-Yahya) meeting was over, I received
and answered a summons from the President’s House to see Yahya.
I found him bitter and frustrated. He told me, “ Mujib has let me
down. Those who warned me against him were right; I was wrong in
trusting this person.” ... When I specifically asked him, “Have you
reminded Mujib about his pledges made on the eve of the
elections?” Yahya’s reply was made with deep anguish. “You and I
are not politicians — It is difficult for me to understand their mind
and way of thinking. Let us pray and hope for the best.”

General Yahya Khan left for Karachi on 14 January in the
same disturbed mood. I was present at Dacca airport when he
answered journalists’ questions. He seemed to have lost all hope for

the future. No reply, comment or ‘aside’ gave the slightest hint



53

about his plans. He seemed impatient to throw the burden of
further decisions onto Mujibur Rehman. In reply to a question, he
said, ‘Ask him (Muyjib), he is the future Prime Minister of Pakistan.
When he comes and takes over, I won’t be there. It is going to be his
government soon.

After his departure, a Bengali journalist said to me, ‘The key
sentence in the President’s statement is “I won’t be there” because
the Awami League has refused to assure him of his continued
presence in the President’s chair wunder the democratic
arrangement, unless he promises to authenticate the Awami

League’s draft Constition.””’
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(Witness to Surrender i3 o) :

“The selfish broker, after a day’s relaxation in Karachi, flew to
Larkana as Mr. Bhutto’s guest. The P.P.P. Chairman, who had
naturally kept a watchful eye on the Mujib-Yahya meeting in Dacca,
extended his traditional hospitality to the Preisdent and his aides.
Among those who joined the President on this ‘duck shooting’ trip
was the Army Chief, General Hamid. His presence at once inspired

fearsome speculation in Dacca. The Awami League felt that a
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conspiracy was being hatched, with the active support of General
Hamid, to punish Mujib for his unbending attitude in the recent
talks.

Then appeared an important picture on the front page of
Dacca papers showing Yahya and Bhutto enjoying a stroll on the
spacious lawns of Al-Murtaza. It was in sharp contrast with the
tense atmosphere in which the Dacca meeting was held. A Bengali
journalist close to the Awami League, said to me, ‘Look at this.
When Yahya comes here, one of his staff officers rings up Mujib, the
majority party leader, to come and report to the President at the
President’s House but when he goes there, he stays with Bhutto, the
minority-party leader. Is this the respect that the Army has for

democracy?”

& ST o ST 2PN SR i The seperation of East
Pakistan’ JEF IE (718 d0L->09) 3

“Yahya went to Larkana on 17 January for hunting, as a
guest of Bhutto. Peerzada, who accompanied him, recounts the
visit:

To see Bhutto after Mujib at Larkana or elsewhere was
logical. Yahya enjoyed shikar and discussed current politics also. In
one of the meeting Bhutto philosophized Mr. President, there are
three parties to power transfer- the majority party of Mujib, the
majority party of West Pakistan (the People’s Party), and the Army.’
Yahya snubbed him ‘Zulfi, don’t put me on this three-legged stool. I
have done my duty.” Yahya then elaborated his discussions with
Mujib and advised that there was only one party and that was the
majority party emerging from the elections. Any bargaining by West
Pakistan should be done with Mujib. Yahya further said that he
would encourage all political parties [emphasis by Peerzada] to hold
preliminary talks about the constitutional position in keeping with
the LFO. 46

Bhutto has given his account of the meeting with his guests.
Apart from Peerzada, Yahya had brought with him his close friend
General Hamid, and one or two other generals. On arrival, Yahya

with his usual joviality said that he had purporsely brought Hamid
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to dispel Bhutto’s impression that the generals were hostile to him.
Later, Yahya referring to his Dhaka meetings told the host and
others : 1 had very good discussions in East Pakistan and the Six
Points were explained to me. I think it is quite possible to have a
Six-Point Constitution. Even in Australia, foreign trade is in the
hands of the Provinces.” Bhutto observed that the President had not
given careful thought to the implications of the Six Points. While it
might be possible to have a settlement if Mujib compromised on two
points, foreign trade and foreign aid and taxation, in their totality
the Six- Points were bounds to lead to secession. Continuing,
Bhutto said that while he would personally prefer to sit as leader of
the opposition, he could not allow Mujib to take the posts of both
Prime Minister, and President. By convention, nominations to the
two posts should be made by the majority parties of the respective
Wings. In the alternative, Bhutto suggested a grand coalition of the
two Wings. Yahya said this was what he had suggested to Mujib.

It is easy to imagine that, given the deep suspicions about
Mujib’s Six-Points, Bhutto’s articulation of the dangers arising from
them to the country and the army itself must have created a deep
impression on the generals. Karim thinks that in the Larkana
meeting ‘Bhutto made known to Yahya in a very subtle way that the
army leadership was with him on the East-West issue. It also
created suspicions in Bengali minds of a combination of the army
and Bhutto to deprive East Pakistan of their electoral victory.’
Yahya’s choice of Bhutto’s own home as the venue for political
negotiations, while enjoying the lavish hospitality of the rival leader,
was impolitic in the highly sensitive atmosphere of the times. The
President was expected to be seen carrying on serious negotiations
on critical national affairs with rival political leaders in an even-
handed manner. With Mujib, the meetings were strictly according to
the presidential protocol of timings and venue at the President
House. In Larkana, the political negotiations were carried on in
circumstances which could be interpreted as a friendly get-together
of the generals and Bhutto, presided over by the President,
discussing West Pakistan’s strategy to counter the designs of the

Bengalis.”
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BB, TR €61 PR Air Martial Mohammad Asghar Khan ‘The
Generals in Politics’ IR TS TG (5] 8 b—=») -

“Reports that reached Mujib-ur-Rehman of Yahya Khan’s stay
at Larkana confirmed him in his view that a conspiracy had been
hatched against him and Yahya Khan’s Larkana visit should,
therefore, be regarded as a truning point in the fortunes of the
country. Mujib-ur-Rehman, who had adopted a flexible stand prior
to the General selection of December 1970, began to harden his
stand following his land-slide victory. However, he had probably not,
until the Larkana visit, burnt his boats and even as late as mid
January, led Yahya Khan to believe that he could be trusted to keep
his Six Points within the framework of one Pakistan. How this would
be done was not spelt out and I believe that in spite of the public
stand that Muyjib-ur-Rehman had taken, the matter could have been
settled if Yahya Khan and Zulfigar Ali Bhutto had been willing to
surrender power to the majority party in the National Assembly-the
Awami League. Since mutual distrust was rapidly mounting, the

situation began to deterioate at a fast pace.”
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“On 22 February, Yahya called a conference of the Governors
and MLAs; Hamid, Peerzada, and others were also present. Yahya
brought up the political deadlock on the Assembly session.
Sahibzada gives this account of the meeting:

The opinion was generally but not unanimously against any
postponement of the Assembly session. But Yahya seemed to have
made up his mind. I and Ahsan requested for a private meeting. The
President left the Cabinet room and took me, Ahsan, Hamid, and
Peerzada to the side-room. I and Ahsan expalined the very serious
consequences of any postponement. Yahya wanted to impose open-
sword martial law to roll back the political situation to what it was
in 1969. We said it was impossible now. He was adamant but said
he would further discuss it next morning. That night I could not
sleep and drafted a letter to Peerzada for the President bringing out
the full implications of postponement and re-introduction of naked
martial law. Both I and Ahsan were staying in the East Pakistan
House and in the morning I showed this handwritten letter to Ahsan
who endorsed it. We went to the President’s Secretariat and I gave
this handwritten letter to Peerzada who read it and remarked, ‘it will
create trouble’. But he did not say whether he agreed with its
contents or not. Meanwhile, the buzzer came from the President and
we were ushered into his office. Peerzada placed my letter before the

President who read it once and then again. Yahya was a bit shaken
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but stuck to his views. He thought ‘a whiff of the grapeshot’ would
do the trick and reimposition of the rigours of martial law would
create no problems. We could not convince the President. He
remained adamant regarding postponement unless Mujib could be
persuaded to make concessions on the Six Points to enable Bhutto
and other West Pakistan leaders to attend the Assembly session.
But we dissuaded him from re-introducing the naked martial law.

Peerzada during all this time did not say a word.

Peerzada was in favour of postponement as he told me: ‘If the
National Assembly had not been postponed and met as earlier
announced on 3 March I have no doubt that Awami League would
have declared independence.’

The decision to postpone the National Assembly meeting is
regretted, in retrospect, by the West Pakistani intelligentsia as a
tragic decision which led to the break up of Pakistan. A considerable
body of opinion holds Bhutto responsible for it. Two aspects of the
sitution, as it had emerged in the last week of February, need to be
highlighted to put the controversy in its proper perspectibve. It may
also be mentioned in passing that, at the time these momentous
decisions were taken, they were not criticized by the Press or the
intelligentsia of West Pakistan in the manner in which they are now,
with the acquired wisdom of hindsight. In fact, most of the vocal
classes and formus hailed them and welcomed the army action
eventually taken in the last week of March. The opposition to Yahya
came from Admiral Ahsan and the generals serving in East Pakistan
who were more realistic than the generals in Rawalpindi. In their
courageous stands they got no support from any quarter and in
West Pakistan at the time were even condemned as traitors for
pleading peace and harmony between the two Wings of the country.

The linkage between the five and a half hour Bhutto-Yahya
meeting on 19 February and the amendment in the LFO on 20
February, which enabled Bhutto to strengthen his conrol over

recalcitrant party men, is too obvious to be missed. During the
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Governor’s Conference two days later, Ahsan found the atmosphere
in Rawalpindi one of crisis and military intervention. All this shows
that Yahya’s thought-processes had started transforming after the
Larkana meeting. The pressures exerted by Bhutto and the hawkish
generals and the continued truculence demostrated by Mujib led
Yahya to seriously consider the re-imposition of naked-sword
martial law to regain control over the sitution. It is alleged that there
was an understanding between Bhutto and the central army
leadership to prevent the Awami Legague from implementing the Six
Points, which it would have if the National Assembly had been
allowed to meet. The course of political affairs after the Larkana
meeting lends credence to the convergence of the army’s perceptions
with Bhutto’s of the dangers posed by the Awami League to the
integrity of Pakistan.

The position that emerges from the above analysis of the
various factors in the February situation is that Bhutto, in opposing
Mujib and the Six Points, was really articulating the stand of the
West Pakistani establishment. His refusal to go to the National
Assembly had the full support of Yahya and the Rawalpindi
generals. It would not be fair to blame Bhutto for the postponement
of the Naitonal Assembly session unless it is conceded that the Six-
Points were acceptable to the army, the establishment, and to West
Pakistan in general. If the Six Points were acceptable to Yahya then
he need not have postponed the Assembly session. The Army could
have easily ensured the security and attendant West Pakistani
members as were willing to attend the session, Bhutto’s threat of
dire consequences notwithstanding. But Yahya gave no assurance
of security of the person of the political leaders who intended to
attend the session. He rather flippantly told them, when they came
to see him after Bhutto’s Lahore speech of 28 February ‘when your
legs are borken, you tell me and then I will do something. In Fact,
Yahya seems to have used Bhutto go get out of the situation created
by his thoughtless decisions. Bhutto, on the other hand, used
Yahya to build himself up as the sole leader of West Pakistan and

earned the permanent odium of forcing the postponement of the
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Assembly, leading to the secession of East Pakistan. Bhutto could
have as effectively adopted the democratic path of attending the
session and using the Assembly floor for whatever he wanted to
project. In the last resort, he could have walked out after showing
that he had exhausted all constitutional means to maintain the

integrity of Pakistan.”

B FTEREEETIN €61 Fch PR i = (Generals in Politics, =1 8

Bhutto had all along maintained close liasion with Yahya
Khan and after his visit to Dacca invited him and his close advisers,
Generals Hamid and Pirzada, to Larkana as his guests. They stayed
there for a few days and were enternained lavishly. If a holiday and
relaxation and been the only purpose of the visit, perhaps the
results would not have been as disastrous for Pakistan as they
turned out to be. Unfortunately, fateful decisions were taken and it
was agreed in principle that force would be used in East Pakistan if
Mujib-ur-Rehman did not change his attitude. These decisions were
ratified in a more representative meeting of the Junta in Rawalpindi
in mid February.

In one of my conversations with Yahya Khan in the middle of
1970, he told me that in a meeting a few days earlier, Bhutto had
suggested to him that he should forget about the elections. Yahya
khan said that Bhutto had told him that, Yahya Khan the soldier
and Bhutto the politician, would make a very good team and could
together run the country. Yahya Khan said that he had replied that
this made some sense and had asked what he proposed to do about

East Pakistan. To this, according to Yahva Khan, Bhutto had

replied, “East Pakistan is no problem. We will have to kill some

20,000 people there and all will be well.” When I asked Yahya Khan

as to what was his reaction to this suggestion, he had shrugged his
shoulders and said, “What can one say to such a suggestion.” Thus,
what prior to the elections of 1970 had appeared absurd had by
February 1971 become wrothy of serious consideration.

(@R 27 s)
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2R ST s W =2l Lt. General (Retd.) A.A.K. Niazi S==

‘The Betrayal of East Pakistan’ (1998) ={ I (Preface p-XXIV-XXVI) :

Immediately after the 1970 elections Mr. Bhutto had asked

M.M. Ahmad, Adviser Economic Affairs Division, and Mr. Quamar-ul

Islam, Deputy Chairman Planning Commission, to prepare a paper

for him to prove that West Pakistan could flourish without East

Pakistan. In February 1971 Major-General Omer was telling the

politicians not to go to Dhaka to attend the National Assembly

session because, he said, Dhaka had become the hub of intrigue,

and it would be better to quit East Pakistan. Mr. Bhutto was

admonishing the elected members of the Assembly that those who

went to Dhaka for the session would be punished serverely. He said

conclusively that the East and West Wings should leave each other

alone in his famous utterance ‘Idhar hum, udhar tum’(me here, yvou

there). Bassically Bhutto was not prepared to accept the role of
opposition leader of a united Pakistan; his endeavours were
therefore directed at compromising Mujib’s right to form the
government, which would only be possible if East Pakistan gained

independence.

The final plan for the dismemberment of Pakistan was
hatched between General Yahya and Bhutto at Larkana, Bhutto’s
home town. The plan, which came to be known as the M.M. Ahmed
plan, aimed at abandoning East Pakistan without a successor
government, which meant by losing the war. So all the effors of
Yahya’s junta and Bhutto’s coterie were directed towards losing the
war. They neither desired a political settlement, nor did they want a
cease-fire. Instead of working on the plan, ‘Battle of East Pakistan
will be fought in West Pakistan’, which was evolved at the very
inception of Pakistan to keep Pakistan united, they were working on

the plan, ‘Lose East Pakistan without a successor government.’
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Two days after Bhutto announced his decision, Yahya Khan
dismissed his civilian cabinet. It marked the end of civilian
involvement in his regime and a reversion to pure Martial Law rule.
Two days later, he called his military governors and martial law
administrators for a conference in Rawalpindi. Lieutenant-General
Yakub and Vice-Admiral Ahsan were to attend from East Pakistan.
They were to meet on 22 February.

I do not know what they discussed and decided in Rawalpindi
but I know the impact of their deliberations in Dacca. The news that
reached us there was that Mujib would be given one more
opportunity to prove his good intentions othewise ‘Martial Law
would be reimposed (that is, enforced) in its classical role.” This
implied two things. One, that renewed efforts for a political dialogue
with Mujib would be made. Two, that military plans for regaining
control would be finalized. Work on both commenced
simultaneously in Dacca immediately after the return of General
Yakub and Admiral Ahsan. Ahsan held rounds of talks with Mujib
trying to convince him that he should climb down from his position
on the Six Points to make them acceptable to West Pakistan. Ahsan
told him, You preach the Six Points for East as well as West
Pakistan whereas the people in the West Wing have strong feelings
against them. You, therefore, should make a big gesture to wipe out
the popular sentiments against them.” Mujib, according to Admiral
Ahsan, promised to make the gesture. He announced a few days
later that he would not insist on the application of the Six Points to
the West Wing. As to the contents of the Six Points vis-a-vis East
Pakistan, he did not budge an inch.

General Yakub also ordered his staff to finalize the
operational plan ‘BLITZ’ which was originally prepared by
Headquarters 14 Division for internal security. I, too, was asked to
put the final touches to my mini-plan for a total press censorship in
East Pakistan. It was to be incorporated in the main ‘BLITZ’ plan.
‘Prepare it in such a way that on the green signal, you enforce
complete censorship without raising any queries,’ said the brigadier.

‘But may I ask one question now ?’ Yes,’ he replied. I said,” ‘What is
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the basis of this plan?’ Should I assume that the civil servants are

on our side- because censorship is normally carried out with the

help of civilian press officers ?’ He said rather angrily, 1 don’t know.

It is your job to assess their reaciton and find any answer to your

problem....... But don’t get it (the plan) typed. Make only one copy in

your own hand and deposit it with me today.

Two infantry battalions-22 Baluch and 13 Frontier Force-

started flyng in by P.I.A. on 27 February. The process continued till

1 March. The local Brigade Headquarters (57 Brigade) was asked to

receive the additional troops and integrate them into the new

operational plan. The Bengali brigade major was kept out of this

arrangement for reasons of security. But hundreds of troops landing

at Dacca, an airport manned mostly by Bengalis, could not be kept

a secret.
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As expected, East Pakistan exploded like a powder keg. The
reaction there was instant and tumultuous. The cricket match being
played between Pakistan and the Commonwealth XI at the Dhaka
stadium had to be abandoned after angry crowds attacked the
playing field. Mujib announced a general strike and launched a
‘non-violent’ civil disobedience movement. He seized the civil
government and issued his own orders and proclamations to run

the administration.

I submitted a note to Gul Hassan suggesting an immediate
remedial action, including the announcement of a fresh date for the
assembly session, a broadcast to the nation by the president, and
his immediate departure for Dhaka. I feared that even if Mujib
himself did not favour a unilateral declaration of independence, he
might not be able to resist the demands of his party men and all the
public pressure that was piling up on him. Bhashani had already
said Assalam Alekum to West Pakistan during the November
cyclone. Ataur Rahman had demanded autonomy on the basis of
the Lahore Resolution. And then there were the extremists within
the Awami League- Tajuddin, Syed Nazrul Islam and Tofail. How
would any political leader be able to resist all these presssures ?
There was a dire need for an immediate and positive action to

preserve the unity of the country.
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“ Later in the evening of the same day I met him at his house.
When I entered into his room he told me 1 have done my duty, now
you do yours’. He meant, he had given the call for independence
also and there was nothing more he could do. He looked very
exhausted and seriously apprehended that he would be arrested
and finished on that day. Depsite all the contradictions, Mujib’s
speech on March 7, gained historical importance. When the

Bengalis finally entered the armed struggle to liberate their country
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from the Pakistan Army his speech of March 7 inspired millions of

youths to fight the war.”
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(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.Il UPL i3 ceo)s

STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI IN
PARLIAMENT ON PAKISTAN ARMY’S SURRENDER IN BANGLA DESH
December 16, 1971.

I have an announcement to make. The West Pakistan forces
unconditionally surrendered in Bangla Desh. The instrument of
surrender was signed in Dacca at 1631 hours [.S.T. today by Lt.-
Gen. A.A.K. Niazi on behalf of the Pakistan Eastern Command. Lt.-
Gen. Jagjit Singh Aurora, GOC-in-C of the Indian and Bangla Desh
forces in the Eastern Theatre, accepted the surrender. Dacca is now
the free capital of a free country.

This House and the entire nation rejoice in this historic event.
We halil the people of Bangla Desh in their hour of triumph. We hail
the brave young men and boys of the Mukti Bahini for their valour
and dedication. We are proud of our own Army, Navy, Air Force and
the Border Security Force, who have so maginificently
demonstrated their quality and capacity. Their discipline and
devotion to duty are well known. India will remember with gratitude
the sacrifices of those who have laid down their lives, and our
thoughts are with thier familities.

Our Armed Forces are under strict orders to treat Pakistani

priononers of war in accordance with the Geneva Convention and to
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deal with all sections of the population of Bangla Desh in a humane
manner. The Commanders of the Mukti Bahini have issued similar
orders to their forces. Although the Government of Bangla Desh
have not yet been given an opportunity to sign the Geneva
Convention, they also have declared that they will fully abide by it.
It will be the responsibilty of the Government of Bangla Desh, the
Mukti Bahini and the Indian armed forces to prevent any reprisals.

Our objectives were limited-to assist the gallant poeple of
Bangla Desh and their Mukti Bahini to liberate their country from a
reign of terror and to resist aggression on our own land. Indian
armed forces will not remain in Bangla Desh any longer than is
necessary.

The millions who were driven out of their homes across our
borders have already begun trekking back. The rehabillitation of
this war-torn land calls for dedicated team work by its Government
and people.

We hope and trust that the Father of this new nation, Sheik
Muyjibur Rahman, will take his rightful place among his own people
and lead Bangla Desh to peace, progress and prosperity. The time
has come when they can together look forward to a meaningful
future in their Sonar Bangla. They have our good wishes.

The triump is not theirs alone. All nations who value the
human spirit will recognise it as a significant milestone in man’s

quest for liberty.”

Su3 fTrRa @ =G GG BRET K=l =isxl = Siddiq Salik
FiRs Witness to Surrender *I7~SG& (7] 8 D0-I1BD) 8

“Major-General Nagra of 101 Communication Zone, who was
folowing the advance commando troops, held back on the far side of
the bridge and wrote a chit for Lieutenant-General Amir Abdullah
Khan Niazi. It said: ‘Dear Abdullah, I am at Mirpur Bridge. Send
your representative.’

Major-General Jamshed, Major-General Farman and Rear-
Admiral Shariff were with General Niazi when he received the note
at about 9 a.m. Farman, who still stuck to the message for ‘cease-

fire negotiations,’ said ‘Is he (Nagra) the negotiating team?’ General
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Niazi did not comment. The obvious question was whether he was to
be received or resisted. He was already on the threshold of Dacca.

Major-General Farman asked General Niazi, ‘Have you any
reserves ?’ Niazi again said nothing. Rear-Admiral Shariff,
translating it in Punjabi, said: ‘Kuj Palley hai? (Have you anything
in the kitty?) Niazi looked to Jamshed, the defender of Dacca, who
shook his head sideways to signify ‘nothing.’ If that is the case, then
go and do what he (Nagra) asks,” Farman and Shariff said almost
simultaneously.

General Niazi sent Major-General Jamshed to receive Nagra.
He asked our troops at Mirpur Bridge to respect the cease-fire and
allow Nagra a peaceful passage. The Indian General entered Dacca
with a handful of soldiers and a lot of pride. That was the virtual fall
of Dacca. It fell quietly like a heart patient. Neither were its limbs
chopped nor its body hacked. It just ceased to exist as an
independent city. Stories about the fall of Singapore, Paris or Berlin
were not repeated here.

Meanwhile, Tactical Headquarters of Eastern Command was
wound up. All operational maps were removed. The main
headquarters were dusted to receive the Indians because, as
Brigadier Baqar said, ‘It is better furnished.” The adjoining oficers’
mess was warned in advance to prepare additional food for the

‘guests’. Baqgar was very good at administration.

Slightly after midday, Barigadier Baqar went to the airport to
receive his Indian counterpart, Major-General Jacob. Meanwhile
Niazi entertained Nagra with his jokes. I apologize for not recording
them here but none of them in printable !

Major-General Jacob brought the ‘surrender deed’ which
General Niazi and his Chief of Staff preferred to call the ‘draft cease-
fire agreement.” Jacob handed over the papers to Baqar, who placed
them before Major-General Farman. General Farman objected to
the clause pertaining to the Joint Command of India and Bangla
Desh’. Jacob said, ‘But this is how it has come from Delhi.’
Colonel Khera of Indian military intelligence, who was standing on
the side added, ‘Oh, that is an internal matter between India and

Bangla Desh. You are surrendering to the Indian Army only.” The
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document was passed on to Niazi who glanced through it without
any comment and pushed it back, across the table , to Farman.
Farman said, Tt is for the Commander to accept or reject it.” Niazi
said nothing. This was taken to imply his acceptance.

In the early afternoon, General Niazi drove to Dacca airport to
receive Lieutenant General Jagjit Singh Aurora, Commander of
Indian Eastern Command. He arrived with his wife by helicopter. A
sizeable crowd of Bengalis rushed forward to garland their ‘liberator’
and his wife. Niazi gave him a military stalute and shook hands. It
was a touching sight. The victor and the vanquished stood in full
view of the Bengalis, who made no secret of their extreem
sentiments of love and hatred for Aurora and Niazi respectiverly.

Admidst shouts and slogans, they drove to Ramna Race
Course (Suhrawardy Ground) where the stage was set for the
surrender cremony. The vast ground bubbled with emotional
Bengali crowds. They were all keen to witness the public humiliation
of a West Pakistani General. The occasion was also to formalize the
birth of Bangla Desh.

A small contingent of the Pakistan Army was arrayed to
present a guard of honour to the victor while a detachment of Indian
soldiers guarded the vanquished. The surrender deed was signed by
Lieutenant- General Aurora and Lieutenant General Niazi in full
view of nearly one million Bengalis and scores of foreign media men.
Then they both stood up. General Niazi took out his revolver and
handed it over to Aurora to mark the capitulation of Dacca. With

that, he handed over East Pakistan !”
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T ST SR TR ANET SioaN 8 el Je@d s
GBSIE SR = ( Witness to Surrender, P-75) :

“Thus the action had started before schedule. There was no
point now in sticking to the prescribed H-hour. The gates of hell had
been cast open. When the first shot had been fired, ‘the voice of
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman came faintly through on a wavelength close
to that of the official Pakistan Radio. In what must have been, and
sounded like, a pre-recorded message, the Sheikh proclaimed East
Pakistan to be the People’s Republic of Bangla Desh.The full text of
the proclamation is published in Bangla Desh Documents released
by the Indian Foreign Ministry. It said, ¢ This may be my last
message. From today Bangla Desh is independent. I call upon the
people of Bangla Desh, wherever you are and with whatever you
have, to resist the army of occupation to the last. Your fight must
go on until the last soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is
expelled from the soil of Bangla Desh and final victory is achieved.’

( Witness to Surrender )

EET WG AP A6 GREl *IRE@ & RISyl e SRE =t Rissel
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GENOCIDE IN BANGLADESH
SOME EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS
“ HOW DACCA PAID FOR A ‘UNITED’ PAKISTAN”
Report by Simon Dring of Daily Telegraph, London.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, East Pakistan’s popular political
leader, was seen being taken away by the army, and nearly all the
top members of his Awami League Party have also been arrested.

Leading political activities have been arrested, others are
dead, and the offices of two papers which supported Muyjibur’s

movement have been destroyed.
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But the first target as the tanks rolled into Dacca on the night
of Thursday, March 25, seems to have been the students.

An estimated three battalions of troops were used in the
attack on Dacca-one of armoured, one of artillery and one of
infantry. They started leaving their barracks shortly before 10 p.m.
By 11, firing had broken out and the people who had started to
erect makeshift barricades-overturned cars, three stumps,
furniture, concrete piping-became early casualties.

Sheikh Mujibur was warned by telephone that something was
happening, but he refused to leave his house. “If I go into hiding
they will burn the whole of Dacca to find me”, he told an aide who
escaped arrest.

The students were also warned, but those who were still around
later said that most of them thought they would only be arrested.
Led by American supplied M-24 World War II tanks, one column of
troops sped to Dacca University shortly after midnight. Troops
tookover the British Council Liberary and used it as a fire base from
which to shell nearby dormitory areas.

Caught completely by surprise, some 200 students were killed
in Igbal Hall, headquarters of the militantly anti-government
student’s union, I was told. Two days later, bodies were still
smouldering in burnt-out rooms, others were scattered outside,
more floated in a nearby lake, an art student lay sprawled across
his easel.

The military removed many of the bodies, but the 30 bodies
till there could never have accounted for all the blood in the
corridors of Igbal Hall.

At another hall, reportedly, soldiers buried the dead in a
hastily dug mass grave which was then bull-dozed over by tanks.
People living near the university were caught in the fire too, and 200
yards of shanty houses running alongside a railway line were
destroyed.

Army Patrols also razed nearby market area. Two days later,
when it was possible to get out and see all this, some of the market’s
stall-owners were still lying as though asleep, their blankets pulled

up over their shoulders. In the same district, the Dacca Medical
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College received direct bazooka fire and a mosque was badly
damaged.

As the university came under attack other columns of troops
moved in on the Rajarbag headquarters of the East Pakistan Police,
on the other side of the city. Tanks opened fire first, witness said:
then the troops moved in and levelled the men’s sleeping quarters,
firing incendiary rounds into the buildings. People living opposite
did not know how many died there, but out of the 1,100 police
based there not many are believed to have escaped.

Mujib’s arrest

As this was going on, other units had surrounded the
Sheikh’s house. When contacted shortly before 1 a.m. he said that
he was expected an attack any minute and had sent everyone
except his servants and bodyguard away to safety.

A neighbour said that at 1-10 a.m., one tank, an armoured
car, and trucks loaded with troops drove down the street firing over
the house. “Sheikh you should come down”, an officer called out in
English as they stopped outside. Mujibur stepped out onto his
balcony and said, “ Yes, I am ready, but there is no need to fire. All
you need to have done is call me on the telephone and I would have
come”.

The officer then walked into the yard and told Mujibur: “You
are arrested”.

He was taken away along with three servants, an aide and his
bodyguard, who was badly beaten up when he started to insult the
officer. One man was killed- a night watchman hiding behind the
fence of the house next door.

As the Sheikh was driven off-presumably to army
headquarters-the soldiers moved into the house, took away all
documents, smashed everything in sight looked the garded gate,
shot down the green, red and yellow “Bangladesh” flag and drove
away.

By 2 O’ Clock Friday
Fires were burring all over the city, and troops had occupied

the university and surrounding areas.
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There was still heavy shelling in some areas, but the fighting
was beginning to slacken noticeably. Opposite the Intercontinental
Hotel Platoon of troops stored the empty office of “The People”
newspaper burning it down along with most houses in the area and
killing the night watchman.

City lies silent

Shortly before dawn most firing had stopped, and as the sun
came up an eerie silence settled over the city, deserted and
completely dead except for noise of the crows and the occasional
convoy of toops or two or three tanks rumbling by mopping up.

At noon, again without warning, columns of troops poured
into the old section of the city where more than 1 million people
lived in a sprawling maze of narrow, winding streets.

For the next 11 hours, they devastated large areas of the “old
town” as it is called, where Sheikh Mujibur had some of his
strongest support in Dacca English Road, French Road, Niar Bazar,
City Bazar were burned to the ground.

“They suddenly appeared at the end of the street”, said one
old man living in French Niar Bazar area. “Then they drove down it,
firing into all the houses”.

The lead unit was followed by soldiers carrying cans of
gasoline. Those who tried to escape were shot. Those who stayed
were burnt alive. Abut 700 men, women and children died there
that day between noon and 2 p.m. I was told.

The pattern was repeated in at least three other areas of upto
a half square mile or more. Police stations in the old town were also
attacked.

Constables killed

“I am looking for my constables”, a police inspector said on
Saturday morning as he wandered through the ruins of one of the
bazars. “I have 240 in my district, and so far I have only found 30 of
them- all dead.

In the Hindu area of the old town, the soldiers reportedly
made the people come out of their houses and shot them in groups.

This area, too was eventually razed.
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The troops stayed on in force in the old city until about 11
p.m. on the night of Friday, March 26, driving around with local
Bengali informers. The soldiers would fire a flare and the informer
would point out the houses of Awami League supporters. The house
would then be destroyed- either with direct fire from tanks or
recoilless rifles or with a can of gasoline, witness said.

Meanwhile troops of the East Bengal Regiment in the suburbs
started moving out towards the industrial areas about 10 miles from
the Sheikh’s centres of support.

Firing continued in these areas until early Sunday morning,
but the main part of the operation in the city was completed by
Friday night-almost exactly 24 hours after it began.

One of the last targets was the daily Bengali language paper
“Ittefaq”. More than 400 people reportedly had taken shelter in its
offices when the fighting started. At 4 o’clock Friday afternoon, four
tanks appeared in the road outside. By 4-30 the building was an
inferno, witnesses said. By Saturday morning only the charred

remains of a lot of corpses huddled in back rooms were left.
Curfew lifted

As quickly as they had appeared, the troops disappered from
the streets. On Saturday morning the radio announced that the
curfew would be lifted from 7 a. m. until 4 p.m. It then repeated the
Martial Law Regulation banning all political activity, announced
press censorship and ordering all government employees to report
back to work. All privately owned weapons were ordered to be
turned into the autorities.

Magically, the city returned to life, and panic set in. By 10
a.m. with palls of black smoke still hanging over large areas of the
old town and out in the distance toward the industrial areas, the
streets were packed with people leaving town. By car and in
rickshaws, but mostly on foot, carrying their possessions with them,
the people of Dacca were fleeing. By noon the refugees numbered in
the tens of thousands.

“Please give me lift, | am old man” —“In the name of Allah, help

)

me” —“Take my children with you”.
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Silent and unsmiling they passed and saw what the army has
done. They looked the other way and kept on walking. Down near
one of the markets a shot was heard. Within seconds, 2,000 people
were running; but it had only been someone going to join the lines
already forming to turn in weapons.

Government offices remained almost empty. Most employees
were leaving for their villages ignoring the call to go back to work.
Those who were not fleeing wandered aimlessly around the smoking
debris, lifting blackened and twisted sheets of corrugated iron (used
in most shanty areas for roofing) to savage from the ashes what they
could.

Nearly every other car was either taking people out into the
countryside or flying a red cross and conveying dead and wounded
to the hospitals.

In the middle of it all occasional convoys of troops would
appear, the soldiers peering—equally unsmiling—down the muzzles
of their guns at the silent crowds. On Friday night as they pulled
back to their barracks they shouted “Narai Takbir”, an old Persian
war cry meaning “We have won the war”. On Saturday when they

spoke it was to shout “Pakistan Zindabad—Long live Pakistan”.

Fast-selling Flags
Most people took the hint. Before the curfew was reimposed

the two hottest-selling items on the market were gasoline and the
national flag of Pakistan. As if to protect their property in their
absence, the last thing a family would do before they looked up their
house would be to raise the flag.

At 4 o’clock Staurday afternoon, the streets emptied again.
The troops reappeared and silence fell one more over Dacca. But
firing broke out again almost immediately. “Anybody out after four
will be shot”, the radio had announced earlier in the day.

A small boy running across the street outside the
Intercontinental Hotel two minutes after the curfew fell was stopped,
slapped four times in the face by an officer and taken away in a
jeep.

The night watchman at the Dacca Club, a bar left over from

the colonial days, was shot when he went to shut the gate of the
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club. A group of Hindu Pakistanis living around a temple in the
middle of the race course were all killed apparently because they
were out in the open.

Refugees who came back into the city, after finding that roads
leading out of it were blocked by army, told how many had been
killed as they tried to walk across country to avoid the troops.

Beyond these roadblocks was more or less no-man’s land,
where the clearing operations were still going on. What is happening
out there now is anybody’s guess, except the army’s.

Many poeple took to the river to escape the crowds on the
roads, but they ran the risk of being stranded waiting for a boat
when curfew fell. Where one such group was sitting on Saturday
afternoon there were only bloodstains the next morning.

Hardly anywhere was there evidence of organized resistence.
Even the West Pakistani Officer scoffed at the idea of anybody
putting a fight.

“These bugger men”, said one Punjabi lieutenant, “could not
kill us if they tried.”

“Things are much better now”, said another officer. “Nobody
can speak out or come out. If they do we will kill them-they have

spoken enough -they are traitors, and we are not. We are fighting in

the name of God and a united Pakistan.”

(Despatch by Simon Dring of Daily Telegraph
London, In Washington Post.
March 30, 1971.)
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On the night between 25/26 March 1971, General Tikka
struck. Peaceful night was turned into a time of wailing, crying, and
burning. General Tikka let loose everything at his disposal as if
raiding an enemy, not dealing with his own misguided and misled
people. The military action was a display of stark cruelty, more
merciless than the massacres at Bukhara and Baghdad by Changez
Khan and Halaku Khan, or at Jallianwala Bagh by the British

General Dyer.

General Tikka, instead of carrying out the tasks given to
him, i.e., to disarm armed Bengali units and persons and to
take into custody the Bengali leaders, resorted to the killing of
civilians and a scorched-earth policy. His orders to his troops
were: I want the land and not the people.” These orders were
carried out in letter and spirit by Major-General Farman and
Brigadier ( later Lt.-Gen.) Jahanzeb Arbab in Dhaka. Major-
General Rao Farman had written in his table diary, ‘Green land
of East Pakistan will be painted red.” It was painted red by
Bengali blood. ..o

On the night between 25/26 March 1971 Yahya sneaked
out of Dhaka before the start of military action. He told Tikka
before leaving Dhaka, ‘Sort them out.” Bhutto had remained
behind to see what Tikka did. Bhutto saw Dhaka burning and
heard the cries of the people, the crackle of burning material,
the roar of tanks, the boom of guns and rockets, and the rattle
of machine guns. In the morning, it is alleged, Bhutto patted
Tikka, Farman, and Arbab on the back, congratulated them for
doing exactly what was needed, and assured them that their
future was secured. Bhutto kept his promise. Tikka secured
the coveted post of COAS. Farman was made Chairman, Fauji
Foundation, and Brigadier Arbab, despite the corruption
charge proved against him, was promoted as Major-General

and later Lieutenant-General. On reaching Karachi on 26
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March, he told the people, Thank God Pakistan has been

saved.’
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In East Pakistan a non-co-operation and disobedient
movement was launched by the Awami League and matters took a
very serious turn. Events were moving very fast and it became
absolutely impermative that the situation was brought under
control as soon as possible. With this aim in view, I had a series of
discussions with political leasers in West Pakistan and
subsequently on the 15th of March I went to Dacca.

As you are aware I had a number of meetings with Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in order to resolve the political impasse. Having
consulted West Pakistani leaders it was necessary for me to do the
same over there so that areas of agreement could be identified and
an amicable settlement arrived at.

As has been reported in the press and other news media from
time to time, my talks with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman showed some
progress. Having reached a certain stage in my negotiations with
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman I considered it necessary to have another
round of talks with West Pakistani leaders in Dacca.

Mr. Z. A. Bhutto reached there on 21st March and I had a
number of meetings with him.

As you are aware, the leader of the Awami League had asked
for the withdrawal of Martial Law and transfer of power prior to the

meeting of the National Assembly.

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s action of starting his non-co-
operation movement is an act of treason. He and his party have
defied the lawful authority for over three weeks. They have insulted
Pakistan’s flag and defiled the photograph of the Father of the
Nation. They have tried to run a parallel Government. They have
created turmoil, terror and insecurity.

A number of murders have been committed in the name of
movement. Millions of our Bengali brethren and those who have
settled in East Pakistan are living in a state of panic, and a very
large number had to leave that Wing out of fear for their lives.

The Armed Forces, located in East Pakistan, have been

subjected to taunts and insults of all kinds, I wish to complement
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them on the tremendous restraint that they have shown in the face
of grave provocation. Their sense of discipline is indeed

praiseworthy. [ am proud of them.

Reasonable Solution

I should have taken action against Mujibur Rahman and his
collaborators weeks ago but I had to try my utmost to handle the
situation in such a manner as not to jeopardise my plan of peaceful
transfer of power. In my keenness to achive this aim I kept on
tolerating one illegal act after another. And at the same time I
explored every possible avenue for arriving at some reasonable
solution. I have already mentined the efforts made by me and by
various political leaders in getting Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to see
reason. We have left no stone unturned. But he has failed to
respond in any constructive manner; on the other hand, he and his
followers kept on flouting the authority of the Government even
during my presence in Dacca. The proclamation that he proposed
was nothing but a trap. He knew that it would not have been worth
the paper it was written on and in the vacum created by the lifting
of Martial Law he could have done anything with impunity. His
obstinacy, obduracy and absolute refusal to talk sense can lead to
but one conclusion—the man and his party are enemies of Pakistan
and they want East Pakistan to break away completely from the
country. He has attacked the solidarity and integrity of this
country—this crime will not go unpunished.

We will not allow some power hungry and unpatriotic people
to destroy this country and play with the destiny of 120 million
people.

In my address to the nation of 6th March I had told you that it
is the duty of the Pakistan Armed Forces to ensure the integrity,
solidarity and security of Pakistan. I have ordered them to do their
duty and fully restore the authority of the Government.

In view of the grave situation that exists in the country today I
have decided to ban all political activities throughout the counrty.
As for the Awami League it is completely banned as a political party.

I have also decided to impose complete Press censorship. Martial
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Law regulations will very shortly be issued in pursuance of these

decisions.
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“THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE
MUJIBNAGAR, BANGLADESH

Dated 10th day of April, 1971.
WHEREAS free elections were held in Bangladesh from 7th
December, 1970 to 17th January, 1971, to elect representatives for
the purpose of framing a Constitution,

AND

WHEREAS at these elections the people of Bangladesh
elected 167 out of 169 representatives belonging to the Awami
League,

AND

WHEREAS General Yahya Khan summoned the elected
representatives of the people to meet on the 3rd March, 1971, for

the purpose of framing a Constitution,

AND

WHEREAS the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and
illegally postponed for an indefinite period,
AND
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WHEREAS instead of fulfilling their promise and while still

conferring with the representatives of the people of Bangladesh,

Pakistan authorirties declared an unjust and treacherous war,
AND

WHEREAS in the facts and circumstances of such

treacherous conduct Banga Bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
undisputed leader of 75 million of people of Bangladesh, in due
fulfillment of the legitimate right of self-determination of the people
of Bangladesh, duly made a declaration of independence at Dacca
on March 26, 1971, and urged the people of Bangladesh to defend
the honour and integrity of Bangladesh,

AND

WHEREAS in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the
Pakistan authorities committed and are still continously committing
numerous acts of genocide and unprecedented tortures, amongst
others on the civilian and unarmed people of Bangladesh,

AND

WHEREAS the Pakistan Government by levying an unjust war
and committing genocide and by other repressive measures made it
impossible for the elected representatives of the people of
Bangladesh to meet and frame a Constitution, and give to
themselves a Government,

AND

WHEREAS the people of Bangladesh by their heroism, bravery
and revolutionary fervour have established effective control over the
territories of Bangladesh.

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh, as
honour bound by the mandate given to us by the people of
Bangladesh whose will is supreme duly constituted ourselves into a
Constitutent Assembly,

and having held mutual consultations, and

in order to ensure for the people of Bangladesh equality,
human dignity and social justice, declare and constitute
Bangladesh to be a sovereign People’s Republic and thereby confirm
the delcaration of independence already made by Banga Bandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and



104

do hereby affirm and resolve that till such time as a
Constitution is framed, Banga Bandhu Shekih Mujibur Rahman
shall be the President of the Republic and that Syed Nazrul Islam
shall be the Vice-President of the Republic, and

that the President shall be the Supreme Commander of all the
Armed Froces of the Republic,

shall exercise all the Executive and Legislative powers of the
Republic including the power to grant pardon.

shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such
other Ministers as he considers necessary,

shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies,

shall have the power to summon and adjourn the Constituent
Assembly, and

do all other things that may be necessary to give to the people
of Bangladesh an orderly and just Government.

We the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh do
further resolve that in the event of there being no President or the
President being unable to enter upon his office or being unable to
exercise his powers due to any reason whatsoever, the Vice-
President shall have and exercise all the powers, duties and
responsibilities herein conferred on the President.

We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give
effect to all duties and obligations that devolve upon us as a
member of the family of nations and to abide by the Charter of the
United Nations.

We further resove that this Proclamation of Independence
shall be deemd to have come into effect from 26th day of March,
1971.

We further resolve that in order to give effect to this instument
we appoint Prof. Yusuf Ali our duly Constituted potentiary and to
give to the President and the Vice-President oaths of office.

PROF. YUSUF ALI

Duly Constituted Potentiary

By and under the authority of

the Constitutent Assembly of Bangladesh.
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MUJIB IS HEAD OF WAR CABINET FOR BANGLADESH
Press Report on April 13, 1971.

A six-member war cabinet headed by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

was formed in Bangladesh today when the West Pakistanis
launched an all-out offensive in strongerholds of his liberation
forces.

An important Awami League member announced somewhere
in Bangladesh that the Government, with Nazrul Islam as Vice-
President and the Party General Secretary, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, as

Prime Minister, would guide and co-ordinate the war of liberation.
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Today’s announcement formalised Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
proclamation of a Sovereign Democratic Republic of Bangladesh on
March 25 when the material law authorities cracked down on East
Bengal calling the Sheikh a “traitor”.

According to the announcement, Mr. Khondakar Mushtaque
Ahmed is Foreign Secretary in the Government.

Other member of the Government are Capt. Mansoor Ali and
Mr. A. H. Kamaruzzaman.

The Government came into being following protracted
deliberations at a meeting of National Assembly memebers and top
Awami League leaders.

Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, a close associate of the Bangabandhu
since long, had led the Awami League team at the advisers-level
meeting during the abortive constitutional talks last month.

He and Mr. Kamaruzzaman were both General Secretaries of
the Awami League.

Mr. Kamaruzzaman was also Secretary of the Awami Legague
party in the National Assembly.

Mr. Khondakar Mushtaque Ahmed was belived to be the
Awami Leaqgue’s choice for, Speakership of the National Assembly
which never met.

Mr. Mansur Ali, of Pabna, was leader of the Awami League
party in the Provincial Assembly.

The formation of the Government was announced in a
broadcast from the newly set up Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra and
confirmed by the Press Adviser to President Rahman.

The radio said formal proclamation of the new Government

would take place at 9 a.m. tomorrow.
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Re-organization of Liberation Forces :

The newly formed “Provisonal” Government on April 14 set
about the task of transforming the liberation army into an organized
force by setting up a full-fledged operational base and an Interim
capital and naming commanders for well-defined liberated zones.

Col. Osmani of the Bengal Regiment, who had retired from
active service some time before the flare-up in East Bengal, was
appointed the General Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the “Mukti
Fauj.”

The names of regional commanders as announced by the
Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, were : Maj. Khalid Musharaf,
Sylhet-Comilla; Maj. Ziaur Rahman, Chittagong-Noakhali; Maj.
Safiulla, Mymensingh-Tangail; and Maj. M. A. Osman, South-west.

Besides the interim capital located in the western zone, a
regional unit had been set in the Sylhet-Comilla zone with full
administrative authority for the eastern region.

He said that in the Sylhet-Comilla region, Maj. Khalid
Musharaf of the East Bengal Regiment had driven the Army to the
cantonments of Sylhet and Comilla.

In the Chittagong-Noakhali sector, Maj. Ziaur Rahman was in
full command of the liberation forces who had contained the enemy
in limited pockets of Chittagong.

Maj. Safiulla was poised to march on Dacca after liberating all
areas in Mymensingh and Tangail.

In the south-west region, Mr. Ahmed said, Maj. Osman had

taken command, liberating large areas of Khulna, Kushtia, Jessore,
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Faridpur, Barisal and Patuakhali. The enemy remained confined to
Jessore cantonment and parts of Khulna town.

In North Bengal, a unified command of the East Bengal
Regiment and the East Pakistan Rifles had laid siege on Rangpur
and Saidpur enemy positions.

Democratic Republic of Bangladesh Proclaimed :

Amidst thunderous cheers from a 10,000-strong crowd which
included contingents of the EPR, Ansars and Mujahids, the
democratic Republic of Bangladesh was proclaimed in Mujibnagar
on April 17 as a formally constituted State, to be run by a
presidential form of Government.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed declared that the
Government’s writ ran through 90 per cent of the territory, except
for the cantonments and a few administrative headquarters which
were being held by the Army. About 50 foreign journalists watched
and recorded the proceedings.

The proclamation named Syed Nazrul Islam as Vice-President,
but explained that if the President, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, “is
absent, or cannot function or is incapacitated,” Mr. Islam would
carry on the functions of the President.

Pending the formulation of a new Constitution, the President
would be the head of the armed forces and the sole legislative
authority. He would appoint the Prime Minister and his colleagues,
levy taxes and authorize expenditure and would convene or adjourn

a Consitutent Assembly.
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FREEDOM AT ALL COSTS :
TAJUDDIN
Report of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed’s interview with All India Radio
On June 2, 1971.
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The Bangladesh Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed said in
Mujibnagar today that Bangladesh “is sovereign and independent
and its people will defend its separate and free entity at all cost.”

In an interview with All-India Radio, Mr. Ahmed reiterated
“our irrevocabe commitment to a policy of friendship for all,
especially or neighbours irrespective of variations in the response of
world Powers to our present difficulties.

Mr. Ahmed said his Government had approached the

United States for intervening for a political settlement. “We

should like to make it absolutely clear to everyone that there

is no room for compromise within the framework of Pakistan,

Bangladesh is sovereign and independent and we shall defend

its separate and free entity at any cost. “
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JOHN STONEHOUSE’S INTERVIEW WITH BBC ON APRIL 27,1971

On his return to London, John Stonehouse was interviewed
on the Today Programme of B.B.C. on April 27, Stonehouse said
that “terrible” things had happened in East Bengal, things which
have not been seen since the last war. Describing it further
Stonehouse said that what had happened in East Bengal “makes
Vietnam look like a tea-party.” He talked in particular of the
incident at Dacca University on March 25, When staff and Students
were “rounded up and shot in cold-blood.” He expressed great regreat
that a “98 per cent” vote for a democratically held election had not
only been refused its just deserts but had been subjected to a policy
of repression by the military junta. “We must be concerned about

this; we can’t wash our hands off this,” said John Stonehouse.
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REPRINTED FROM THE GUARDIAN, MAY 27, 1971 BY ACTION
BANGLADESH, 34, STRATFORD VILLAS, LONDON, N.W-1.

East Bengal atrocities

Sir,-We are not reporters with little time to spare looking for
the best stories. We have each lived in West Bengal for most of 20
years and we have talked at random with hundreds of refugees in
the course of our relief work among them. The total picture of what
has been happening in East Bengal is clear to us without any

shadow of doubt.

There are scores of survivors of firing-squard line-ups.
Hundreds of witnesses to the machine-gunning of political leaders,

professor., doctors, teacher and students.

Villages have been surrounded, at any time of day or night,
and the frightened villagers have fled where they could, or been
slaughtered where they have been found, or enticed out to the fields
and mown down in heaps. Women have been raped, girls carried of
to barracks, unarmed peasants battered or bayoneted by the

thousands.

The pattern, after seven weeks, is still the same. Even the
least credible stories, of babies thrown up to be caught on bayonets,
of women stripped and bayoneted vertically, or of children sticed up
like meat, are credible not only because they are told by so many
people, but because they are told by people without sufficient

sophistication to make up such stories for political motives.

We saw the amputation of a mother’s arm and a child’s foot.
These were too far from the border, and gangrene developed from
their bullet-wounds. Many saw their daughters raped, and the
heads of their children smashed in. Some watched their husbands,
sons, and grandsons tied up at the writs and shot in more selective

male elimination.

No sedative will calm a girl now in Bongaon Hospital-she is in

a permanent delirium crying “ They will kill us all, they will kill us
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all...... ” Next to her is a girl still trembling from day-long raping and

a vaginal bayonet would.

About 400 were killed at Jhaudanga while on their way to
India, surrounded and massacred. Why ? Lest they take tales to
India? Or because choosing a certain democratic system under

Sheikh Mujib means forfeiting the right to live in any country ?

Most vicious of all perhaps was the attempted annihilation of
the East Bengal regiment. Few of the 1st Battalion escaped through
a curtain of bullets fired by those who the previous day were their
mates in the mess. It was symbolic of the betrayal of the whole of

the eastern province.

The insensate furry follows the contempt of years: explotation
had been chronic-rice had become double the price it sold for in the
western province. Mujib’s men were ready to reestablish justice
democratically and peacefully, and gained an overwhelming
mandate from the people in the December elections 167 out of 169
seats. But Yahya Khan’s military junta and Mr. Bhutto could not

stomach the humiliation implied.

Is this to be regarded as India’s problem ? It should be no
more hers than anyother country’s. What is the West doing ? The
big event is over, the heavy print of Pakistan receds, the tragedy is
stale, who will fund the relief operations ? Who will campain for

this ?

Are the political complexities so much a gag ? Has no
government or people the voice that can sound out with the
authentic ring of passion in support of the victims ? Is there no

consensus out of which can be heard a creative answer ?

(Rev.) John Hastings,
(Rev.) John Clapham,
Sudder Street Methodist Church, Calcutta.

ROLF RANGE, NORWEGIAN CHURCH RELIEF.
(RFFET s @G S, 18 Sbrd-3b)

We were a group of Norwegians visiting Cooch Behar in the

northern part of India to get an impression of the refugee situation.
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One TV reporter, two cameramen and I, previously a journalist, at
present Information Officer in Norwegian Church Relief. Our first
impression: too much propaganda. We did not see many refugees,
and as a journalist, I did not have confidence in the newspapers
available. To me it appeared as pure propaganda all these stories

about burning villages, massacres and raping.

When we told about our opinion they replied: Wait, you will

see things yourself at the boundary !

An early morning in May we approached the border to East
Pakistan. The sun had just risen, the dew drops were glittering and
the landscape was idyllic. Vast green rice fields and small cluttering
of palms. After a half hour of waiting we saw people coming up the

road.

They were refugees-an endless stream of people. We counted
five hundred ox-carts and on both sides of the vehicles walked
people. Seven or eight men abreast. Young and old. They started to
walk faster, raised their hands and started to yell. They appeared to
be very eager to tell us of their plight.

The people up in front started running towards us, yelling and
pointing in the direction from where they had come. None of us

spoke Bengali, but it was not difficult to understand.

The village which they had been forced to leave was burning.
An old white haired man lifted his hands towards heaven and cried
out his grief. With gestures he told us that all his eight children had
been killed. A finger across the throat told the story. The fefugees
were so eager to tell their story that they in fact did not discover we

did not know the language.

A man caught my arm with a strong grip. He carried a little
girl on his arm. He pointed at the girl and I grasped that he wanted
to tell me something about the mother of the little girl, his
daughter. Something horrible had happened to her —some place
inside East Pakistan. Twice he tried to tell me his story. Each time
he swallowed and started to open his mouth. And each time he
burst into helpless crying. He held my arm and cried out his

SOITOW.
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A women looked at me without saying a word. Tears trickled
down her cheeks. The children got frightened seeing their parents
crying so openly and started to shriek out, Several of the grown-ups
put up their hands to hide their faces and passed us without saying
anything. We were now in the middle of the refugee stream, a

tremendous river of people.

On both sides people were passing us with faces wet with
tears, on the oxcarts people lay outstretched, some wounded. A man
went by hitting and hitting the oxcart with his bare fist. Others

looked ahead with frozen faces, stiffened by sorrow.

I threw a look at the cameraman, and discovered he had
trouble in filming. He kept drying his eyes all the time to get rid of
the tears. He fought with himself to look into the camera, but his
crying intensified. At last he helplessly threw out his hands. He
could not take it. The TV reporter from Norwegian Broadcasting
Corporation had been talking all the time. I heard him saying :
“Something terrible has happened. These people are coming from a
burning village. There has been shootig and many people have been
killed. They tell us that ..................... I cannot tell you more. We will

make the pictures speak.”

And then I discovered he was unable to speak. He also was
crying. Then I couldn’t take any more. Tears came bursting, and we

all left the road and went aside, letting the refugees pass.

Four tough men not being tough at all ...................

Romano Cagnoni, Photographer
(AFET s @G IS, {8 Sbb)

I was in Biafra for six months. I hoped I would never see a tragedy
on that scale again. The situation in Bengal in its beginning is worse than

Biafra at the end of the war.

Dr. Meyer Caritas

So many marasmic children are seen suck the breast and

looking like wizened old men, that the mothers get used to the idea
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of having a very thin child and do not become unduly alarmed at the
sight. In fact, they would rather leave the child alone than coax him
to take any extra rice or dahl if the child refuses to take anything at

all-even fluids.

Malnutrition claims a considerable umber of lives a day in
each camp. To counter-act this menace, Operation Lifeline has been
inaugurated under the Red Cross Umbrella and supported by the
Government of India. Each participating voluntary agency retains its

own autonomy and identity.

What are the reasons for this acute incidence of marasmus
and kwashiorkor ? Change of dietary constituents is not the only
factor, as the refugees have been living under more severe
conditions before coming to salt Lake camp. In peace time, fish
comprised a large part of their diet and now it is unavailable, except
for a small quantity which the refugees sell themselves in the local

shops they have constructed along the roads into the camps.

Protein deficiency becomes inevitable. Other factors are
dysentery, worm infestations, measles, and chest and skin
infections which interfere with the child’s appetite and cause loss of
weight. Once the child has reached the crucial point of being 60%
below his normal standrard of weight, there is very little hope of

recovery by maternal care alone.
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COMMENTS BY SENATOR KENNEDY ON SITUATION
IN EAST PAKISTAN

FFFTiEs @@ S, <8 WD)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, reports from East Pakistan tell
of a heavy toll being paid by the civilian population as a result of the
current conflict. It is a story of indiscriminate killing, the execution
of dissident political leaders and students, and thousands of
civilians suffering and dying every hour of the day. It is a story of
dislocation and loss of home. It is a story of little food and water.

And coming in the aftermath of tragedy by natural disaster, the
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current violence and near total disruption of government services in
East Pakistan is compounding an already difficult situation. It
threatens near famine for millions-and the spread of epidemics and
disease.

I do not speak today to blame or condemn, or to offer any
magic solution for meeting the political and humanatarian problems
in East Pakistan. But as chariman of the Judiciary Subcommittee
on Refugees, I do wish to express a deep personal concern over the
plight of the people in East Pakistan, which seems to be just
another link in a chain of warravaged polutions stretching around
the world in recent years.

Inevitably, the situation of civilians in East Pakistan is taking
second place to the political issues at stake-and to the interests of
those who have much to lose, or to gain, by the outcome of the
battle. But the people of Dacca, of Chittagong, and of the villages
and towns throughout the area also have interests. For many,
apparently it is mere survival. The situation in East Pakistan should
be particularly distressing to Americans:; for it is our military
hardware-our guns and tanks and aircraft-which is contributing
much to the suffering. And this is being done, apparently in
violation of negotiated agreements on the use of American military
aid to the central Pakistan Government.

Mr. President, I fully appreciate the immense difficulties in the
East Pakistan issue. It is a complex matter for diplomats and
humanatarians alike. But should not our Government condemn the
killing ? Should we not be more concerned about the fate of millions
of civilias who are caught in the crunch of this conflict ? Should we
not offer our good services to stop the violence-or at least encourage
and support others in such an effort ?

It is to be hoped that our Government will give some evidence
to reflect a growing concern among many American over recent

developments in East Pakistan.
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S 5810 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE April 29, 1971
RECENT EVENTS IN EAST PAKISTAN

HEET s @G AS3  Pi3 Ino-I5E

Mr. SAXBE. Mr. President, I recently received a letter from a
physician who worked in East Pakistan under USAID. He gives a
good account of the recent events in East Pakistan. As you know, I
objected last year to the sale of $ 15,000,000 worth of military
equipment to Pakistan because I feared the tragic consequences of
this action, I have just co-sponsored Senate Concurrent Resolution
21 which urges the suspension of our military assistance to
Pakistan until the conflict is resolved.

I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the RECORD the
letter from Dr. John E. Rohde because I feel that Senators should
the benefit of his insight.

HUDSON, OHIO, April 17, 1971.
Hon. WILLIAM B. SAXBE.
New Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C.

DEAR SENATOR SAXBE : Two days ago my wife and [ were
are evacuated from Dacca, East Pakistan where I have been posted
for the past three years as a physician under USAID. I am certain
that you are aware of the political events preceding the army
crackdown on March 25t As a result of complete censorship and
the expulsion of journalists, banning of the major political party in
Pakistan, and repressed information about the military campaign
against the civilians of East Pakistan, it must have been difficult to
obtain a clear picture of events since that date. From the outset of
the army action, the American Consul General and his staff in
Dacca, have continued to send detailed factual accounts
enumerating first hand reports of the situation. These reports have
been carefully collected and verified before transmission to the
State Department. Publicly the State Department claims they do not
have enough facts; but I have seen the factual reports sent daily
from Dacca. The American Consul In Karachi stated to me that they

only recently began to receive the accounts about the situation in
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East Pakistan, when the Consulate in Dacca has been transmitting
information from the very start of the action.

Although Consul Blood’s reports contain a more detailed
account of the current situation. I wish to bring to your attention
the observations. I have made in the past weeks in Dacca. My wife
and I watched from our roof the night of March 15th as tanks rolled
out of the Cantonment illuminated by the flares and the red glow of
fires as the city was shelled by artillery, and mortars were fired into
crowded shums and bazars. After two days of loud explosions and
the continual chatter of machine guns, we took advantage of a
Break in the curfew to drive through the city. Driving past streams
of refugees, we saw burned out shacks of families living by the
railroad tracks coming from Gulshan to Mohakhali crossing. A
Bengali friend living close by had watched the army set fire to the
bovica, and as the families ran out, he saw them shot down “like
dogs” He accepted our offer to take him and his family of twelve
into our home. In the old city we walked thorugh the remains of
Nayer Bazaar, where Moslem and Hindu wood cutters had worked,
now only a tengle of iron, and sheet and smouldering ruins. The
Hindu shopkeepers and craftsmen still alive in the bombed ruins of
Shankari Bazar, begged me to help them only hours after the army
had moved in with the intention to kill all inhabitants. One man
had been shot in the abdomen and killed only one half-hour before
we arrived. Others were lying in the streets rotting. The day before
we were evacuated. I saw Moslem names in Urdu, on the remains of
houses in Shankari Bazaar, previously a totally Hindu area. On the
29th we stood at Ramna Kali Bari, an ancient Hindu village of about
two hundred fifty people in the Center of Dacca Ramna Race
Course, and witnessed the stacks of machine-gunned, burning
remains of men, women and children butchered in the early
morning hours of March 29t [ photographed the scene hours later.

Sadarghat, Shakaripatti, Rayer Bazaar, Nayer Bazaar,
Pailpara and Thatari Bazaar are a few of the places where the homes
of the thousands are razed to the grounds.

At the wuniversity area on the 29t we walked through

Jagannath Hall and Igbal Hall, two of the student dormitories at
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Dacca University shelled by army tanks. All inmates were
slaughtered. We saw the breach in the wall where the tank broke
through, the tank tracks and the mass grave in front of the hall. A
man who was forced to drag the bodies outside, counted one
hundred three of the Hindu students buried there. Outside were the
massive holes in the walls of the dormitory, while inside were the
smoking remains of the rooms and the heavily blood-stained floors.
We also saw evidence of tank attack at Igbal Hall where bodies were
still unburied.

The two ensuring weeks have documented the planned killing
of much of the intellectual community, including the majority of
professors of Dacca University. These include : Professor G.L. Dev,
Head of the Philosophy Department; Professor Moniruzzaman, Head
of the Department of Statistics; Professor Jotirmoy Guhathakurta,
Head of the English Department; Dr. Naqvi and Dr. Ali, Head of the
Department of History; Professor Innasali, Head of the Physics
Department and Professor Dr. M.N. Huda, Head of the Economics
Department, former Governor and Finance Minister were shot in
their quarters, injured and left for dead. Many families of these
professors were shot as well. Full documentation of the people is
difficuli due to the army’s thorough search leaving Dacca. Complete
censorship was facilitated when three prominent mass circulation
dailies were burned: The People, The Ittefaq and the Sangbad.

Military action continued after the attack of the first two days.
We listened as the early morning of April first was wracked for two
hours by artillery pounding Jinjira, a town across the Buriganga
from Dacca, that had swollen in size with an estimated one hundred
thousands civilians fleeing terrorized Dacca. Radio Pakistan
continued to broadcast that life in Dacca had returned to normal
but we witnessed a nearly a deserted city.

In Gulshan, one of the suburban area of Dacca, where we
lived, we witnessed the disarming of the East Pakistan Rifles,
stationed in the Children’s Park across the street, the army looting
the food supplies from the market nearby, and finaly the execution
of several EPR as they were forced by Punjabi soldiers on to a truck

to be “taken away”. The mass execution of several thousands of
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Bengali Policemen and East Pakistan Rifles is already documented.
We also witnessed from a neighbour’s house, army personnel fire
three shots across Gulshan Lake at several little boys who were
swimming. Nearly every night there was sporadic gun-fire near our
home adding to the fear of twenty-six refugees staying with us.
During the day Pakistan planes flew overhead to their bombing
missions.

It would be possible for me to choronicle many specific
atrocities, but we have left close friends behind whose lives might be
more endangered. It is clear that the law of the juggle prevails in
East Pakistan where the mass killing of unarmed civilians, the
systematic elimination of the intelligentisia, and the annihilation of
the Hindu population is in progress.

The reports of Consul Blood, available to you as a
Congressmen, contains a more detailed and complete account of the
situation. In additon, he has submitted concrete-proposals for
constructive moves our government can make. While in no way
suggesting that we interfere with Pakistan’s internal affairs he
asserts, and we support him, that the United States must not
continue to condone the military action with official silence. We also
urge you to read the Dhaka official community’s open cable to the
State Department. It is for unlimited distribution and states the
facts about the situation in East Pakistan.

By not making a statement, the State Department appears to
support the clearly immoral action of the West Pakistan army, navy,
and air force against the Bengal people.

We were evacuated by Pakistan’s Commercial airlines. We
were loaded on planes that had just disembarked full loads of
Pakistani troops and military supplies. American AID dollars are
providing support of military action. In Teheran, due to local
support of Pakistan, I was unable to wire you the information I am
writing.

Fully recognizing the inability of our government to oppose
actively or intervene in this desperate oppression of the Bengalies. I

urge you to seek and support a condemnation by Congress and the
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President of the United States of the in-human treatment being
accorded the seventy-five million people of East Pakistan.

No political consideration can outweigh the importance of a
humanitarian stand, reiterating the American belief in the value of
individual lives and a democratic process of government. The action
of President Yahya banning the democratically elected majority
party, who had ninety-eight percent of East Pakistan Wings
electorate backing them, ought to arose a country which prides itself
on the democratic process.

We urge you to speak out actively against the tragic massacre
of civilians in East Pakistan.

Sincerely yours,

JON E. ROHDE, M.D.
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VULTURES TOO FULL TO FLY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
May 12, 1971.

HEETEE @@ S, 23 \DoGE-90L

The phrase in the news dispatch about “vultures too full to
fly” may be regarded as vulgar by many people unfamiliar with the
history and the potential for tragedy in his region. However, it does
graphically reflect the position of many who are intimately familiar

with past events and with informed future predictions.

[From the Washington Evening Star, May 12, 1971]
VULTURES TOO FULL TO FLY-EAST PAKISTANI
CALAMITY DEFIES BELIFE

(By Mort Resenblum)
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DACCA, EAST PAKISTAN.-Vultures too full to fly perch along
the Ganges River in grim contenment. They have fed on perhaps
more than a half million bodies since March.

Civil war flamed through Pakistan’s eastern wing on March
25, pushing the bankrupt nation to the edge of ruin. The killing and
devastation defy belief.

From a well at Natore, fetid geses bubble up around bones
and rotting flesh.

A tiny child gazes at a break in the lavender carpet of water

hyacinths in a nearby pond where his parents bodies were dumped.

TOLL COULD BE MILLION

No one knows how many Bengali families the army machine
gunned of how many migrant settlers Bengali successionists
slashed to death. But estimates of the total dead start at six figures
and range to over a million.

In the port city of Chittagong, a bloodsplattered dool lies in a
heap of clothing and excrement in a jute mill recreatiion club where
Bengalis butchered 180 women and children.

Along the road to the mill, entire blocks of Bengali homes and
shops were blasted and burned to the ground by the revenging
Pakistani army.

Reporters were banned from East Pakistan from March 26,
when 40 newsmen were bundled out and stripped of their notes and
film, until the government escorted in a party of six on a conducted
tour may 6-11.

From visible evidence and eye-witnesses questioned out of
official earshot the following account emmerged :

Throughout March, Sheikh Muyjibur Raman’s Bengali
dominated Awami League harassed the military government with a
non-cooperation campaign demanding autonomy and more benefits
from West Pakistan.

Bengalis killed some West Pakistanis in flurries of
chauvinism.

Mujib’s party had won a majority in the National Assembly

elections and he was Pakistan’s major political figure. But
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negotiations in Dacca with President Agha Mohammed Yahaya Khan
broke deau and Yahya flow back to West Pakistan March 25. That
night the army roared out of its barracks, and East Pakistan was
aflame.

PROFESORS EXECUTED

Soldiers assaulted two dormitories at Dacca University where
radical Bangali students made their headquarters. They used
recoilless rifles, then automatic weapons and bayonets.

They broke into selected professors’ and students’ quarters.
They executed some 14 faculty members, at least one by mistake.
Altogether, more than 200 students were killed.

Army units shelled and set fire to two newspaper offices, then
set upon the Bengali population in general. More than a dozen
markets were set affire, and at least 25 blocks were devastated in
Dacca.

Hindu Bengali jewellery shops in the Shakari path quarter
were blown apart. Two Hindu villages inside the Dacca race course
were attacked with almost holy war fury by the Moslem troops.

Accounts, projected from body counts at mass graves indicate
above 10,000 persons were shot to death or burned to death the
first few nights in Dacca.

Official spokemen contended that the army went into action to
stop a rebellion planned for 3 O’clock the next morning. They
insisted that the army killed no one but those who fired at the
soldiers.

But other officers said the rebellion plot was only an
assumption.

Eye-witnesses said at least hundreds of the victims were
women and thousands were unarmed civilians gunned down
indiscriminatley.

“I took firm action to prevent heavey casualties later,” said the
martial law governor, Lt. Gen. Tikka Khan.

Dacca was brought under army control quickly, but word of
the army action flashed through the province of 58,000 square miles
and 75 million inhabitants, one of the world’s most densely

populated areas.
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Thousands of Bengalis in the army, police, militia and border
forces revolted. Under the banner of Bangladesh, the independent
Bengali state, the deserters and armed volunteers fought back,
seizing wide areas of the provinces before the 11,000 West Pakistani
regulars could occupy them.

Bengali civilians and “liberation troops” began a mass
slaughter of Mohajirs-Indian migrants from the 1947 partition-and
West Pakistanis.

They raced through market places and settlements, stabbing,
shooting and burning, sometimes stopping to rape and loot.

The army shelled towns and fired at anything that moved. The
army action was far more brutal than anything seen in the Nigerian
civil war.

Europeans likened the damage to that of the hardest hit the
eaters of World War-II.
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NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1971
PAKISTAN: ‘ALL PART OF A GAME’-A
GRIM AND DEADLY ONE

TRz Bonel S, 73 29038

New Delhi- “ All it’s necessary, absolutely necessary,” a West
Pakistani stewardess lectured some expelled foreign newsmen about
the Pakistani Army’s offensive to crush the independence movement
in East Pakistan. “If this happened in your country, you’d do the
same thing. It’s all part of the game.”

A game ? To foreign newsmen in Dacca, it looked like a
surprise attack with tanks, artillery and heavy machine guns
against a virtually unarmed population-a population using tactics of
nonviolence, mostly strikes and other forms of noncooperation, to
claim the political majority it had won in last December’s elections.
And by this weekend enough credible reports of indiscriminate

killings had filtered out to leave little doubt, even in the minds of
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many dispassionate Indian officials and Western diplomats, that the
Army of West Pakistan was under few restraints in putting down
East Pakistani thoughts of autonomy.

The attack began on the night of March 25, after 10 days of
political negotiations in which the army and the rest of the West
Pakistani power establishment had lulled the East Pakistani
nationalist into thinking their demands for greater self-rule would
be granted.

It is clear now that the West Pakistanis never meant the talks
to succeed, that they dragged them out only to buy time to get
enough troop reinforcements over from West Pakistan to launch the
attack. But while the talks went on, nearly every observer, from
newsmen to diplomats, resisted the ugly though that this might be
true. The signs were all three-troops coming in by air and sea, the
dismisal of a martial-law administrator who was too lenient and the
uncharacteristic silence of the army while the East Pakistanis
boycotted the military regime and followed instead the directives of
their leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The newsmen reported these signs but when talk of “some
progress” came out of the negotiations, they grasped upon that,
because it was what should happen. They were wrong. Instead, the
military mind prevailed.

But in turning to force, the West Pakistani leaders apparently
misjudged both its limitations and the depth of feeling of 75 million
East Pakistanis.

“They thought that a few bullets would scare the people off,”
said Ranjit Gupta, the police commissioner in Calcutta, just across
the border in India. “It is silly-it shows you how little the West
Pakistanis know about East Pakistanies.”

Instead of the first shooting spree terrorizing the population
into submission, it now seems apparent that while the army may be
able initially to establish a hold on the cities and major towns, it will
face widespread guerrilla activity in the primitive reverine

countryside. This could so undermine the supplylines and mobility
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at the West Pakistani troops that the independence movement
would succeed.

In India, many sympathizers with the East Pakistani cause
were quick to compare West Pakistani’s military actions in East

)

Pakistan with those of Hitler. “Pak Army’s Inhuman Torture,” was

”»

the headline in one Calcutta Newspaper. “Butchery ,” said another
adding; “The vandalism unleashed by the occupying Pakistani army
in Bangladesh (Bengal Nation) is darker than even the darkest
chapter of Nazi terror.” The Indian Parliament has called it “a
massacre of defenseless people which amounts to genocide.”

Governments Silent

Most of the other governments of the world have rremained
silent. “Why doesn’t your country condemn this outrage ?” One
Official in Calcutta asked an American. “This is no tidal wave, this is
no act of nature-it is people slaughtering people.”

The Bengalis, as the people of East Pakistan are called, have
stepped across a crucial line- a line that separated grumbling about
their exploration to fighting against the exploiters. The line may
have been crossed on March 25, the night of the attack. Or perhaps
it was crossed earlier, on March 1, when President Yahya Khan,
Army Commander-in-Chief, postponed a session of the National
Assembly that was to have convened two days later to begin
drafting a Constitution returning the nation to civilian rule. That
Assembly, elected in December, was dominated by Sheikh Mujib’s
Awami League party, which wanted a large measure of provincial
autonomy-leaving the Central Government with power only over
defense and foreign trade and foreign aid.

These terms were anathema to the West Pakistani power
establishment -the army, the big-business interests and the
politicians. In the political negotiations over the crisis, they started
off by making conciliatory sounds and then brought in the monkey
wrench, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the dominant political leader of West
Pakistan. When he objected that the Awami League wanted too
much autonomy-“ bordering on sovereignty”- the talks began to

stall. Then, suddenly, came the army attack.
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The morning after the attack, Mr. Bhutto and his aides, under
heavy military protection, were flown back to friendly terriroty in
West Pakistan, where the political leader promptly announced.
“Pakistan has been saved by the grace of the Almighty.”

But it will take more than religious orotory to save Pakistan as
a united Moslem country. Religion was the social glue that was
supposed to have held the two wings together, but it was never
enough.

It may take a long time, but none of the witnesses to the
recent-surge of Bengali nationalism and to the barbarism of the
army attack doubts that it will happen. In the meantime, as Sheikh
Mujib was fond of chanting with the adoring crowds that thronged
to his now razed house : “Sangram, Sangram. Cholbey, Cholbey.”
“The fight will go on. The fight will go on.”

-Sydney H. Schanberg.
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THE SUN, BALTIMORE, SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1971
PAKISTAN IS EXTERMINATING THE BENGALIS
By John E. Woodruff
I
wEETE TS S, T3 E-L

Less than four months ago, the West Pakistan Army said
it could not send soldiers and helicopters to East Bengal to save
survivors of the cyclone that took hundreds of thousands of
lives in the mouth of the Ganges. If troops and helicopters were
moved from West Pakistan, India might attack, the Army said.
By the time the Army Statement was issued, India was
increasing its offers of relief aid for the cyclone victims.

Today, that same West Pakistan Army shows every sign of
being prepared to send its last soldier to more populous East
Bengal, if necessary, in an all-out effort to shoot to death the
results of last December’s elections.

No room remains for doubt as to the Punjabi-dominated

Army’s determination to go the whole distance.
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For the only justification that could ever emerge for the grisly
scenes of a week ago Thursday and Friday would be a total victory
of bullets over the nonviolent attempts of the Bengalis to put in
power the men they had elected in polling sanctioned by the Army.

Newsmen Toured Carnage

Correspondents interned last week at the plush Dacca
International Hotel could see only fragments of what was talking
place outside-a few soldiers shooting into civillian buildings, a
machine-gun opening up on a dozen emptyhanded youths, the
Army setting fire to civilian business places.

But two European newsmen evaded the Army and stayed
behind a few extra days and they managed to tour some of the
carnage before they were found out and expelled.

Their reports have confirmed the worst fears of those who
were only able to surmise the meaning of cannon reports and
prolonged bursts of machine-gun and automatic-rifle fire coming
from the new campus of Dacca University, where two burning
buildings lighted the sky for hours with their flames.

Slum Residents Killed

Hundreds of studetns were burned up in their beds and
hundreds more were buried in a mass grave, according to reports
filed by the two newsmen who said they toured the scene.

They also confirmed previous reliable diplomatic reports that
large stretches of bamboo slums were surrounded and set a fire,
their residents shot when they tried to flee.

The only bond between West Pakistan and East Bengal-other
than the West Pakistan Army itself-is the Muslim faith, for which
the divided country was created as a haven agaist Hindu-Muslim
religious murders when India was partitioned.

Even today, the Army exercises its authority in the name of
“the Islamic state of Pakistan.” Yet burning a human being, alive or
dead is unequivocally forbidden by the Mohammedan faith. It is also
a favourite crime charged to Hindus by West Pakistani Muslims.

Such attacks upon fellow Muslims in the name of an Islamic
state can be vindicated, even in the eyes of other Mohammedan

countries from which West Pakistan is apparently already seeking
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aid, only by a total military victory. And any military victory will
require growing, not diminishing, bloodshed as the Bengalis-unified
to a man for the first time in decades-struggle to resist.

Clues as to how cooly the West Pakistanis had calculated
their plan to shoot and burn the Bengalis into submission are
provided by the personal actions of some West Pakistani politicians

at the Hotel Intercontinental on the night the holocaust started.
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NEWSWEEK, AUGUST 2, 1971
BENGAL: THE MURDER OF A PEOPLE

It seemed a routine enough request. Assembling the young
men of the village of Haluaghat in East Pakistan, a Pakistan Army
major informed them that his wounded soldiers urgently needed
blood. Would they be donors? The young men lay down on
makeshift cots, needles were inserted inthier veins-and then slowly
the blood was drained from their bodies until they died.

Govinda Chandra Mandal forgets who told him first, but when
he heard that an amenesty had been pledged to all refugees, he
immediately set off on the long walk home. With his two teenage
daughters by his side, Chandra Mandal trudged though monsoon-
drenched swamp lands and past burned-out villages. When he
neared his scrap of land, soldiers stopped him. As he watched in
helpless anguish, his daughters were raped-again and again.

He was about 2 years old, and mother was still in her teens.
They sat on ground made muddy by the steady drizzle of the
summer rains. The baby’s stomach was grotes quenly distended, his
feet swollen, his arm no thicker than a man’s finger. His mother
tried to coax him to eat some rice and dried fish. Finally, the baby

mouthed the food feebly, wheezed and died.

Plans for Slaughter

Within hours of Yahya’s decree, Mujib proclaimed a general

strike in East Pakistan. To this day, Pakistani officials maintain that
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Yahya personally appealed to Mujib for a compromise that would
heal the nation’s wounds. But most observers believe that Yahya
had other plans all the while. Weeks before the Yahya-Mujib
meeting actually took place, the President and his right-hand man,
Lt. Gen. Tikka Khan, were already mapping out plans for Mujib’s
arrest, the dissolution of the Awami League and the slaughter of
nationalists.

Known as “the bomber of Baluchistan” for his indiscriminate
use of air and artillery strikes in crushing a local tribal revolt ain
1965, Tikka Khan, apparently persuaded Yahya to buy time for the
army to build up its strength in Bengal. Accordingly, Yahya made
his bid for discussions with Mujib. And while the two leaders talked-
and Bengalis as well as the world at large looked for a compromise
that might save Pakistan -the army pulled off a logistics coup.
Flying the long over-water route around southern India with Boeing
707s commandered from Pakistan International Airlines, the army
doubled its troops strength in Bengal to 60,000 men. When Tikka
gave the word that all was ready, Yahya flew out of Dacca. And that
very night, the bomber of Baluchistan unleased his troops.

Under instructioins to strike brutally on the theory that a
savages surprise attack would snuff out resistance quickly, the
army obeyed its orders with a vengeance. Tanks crashed through
the streets of East Pakistan’s capital of Dacca, blasting
indiscriminately at men and buildings. With cold ferocity, Punjabi
soldiers machine- gunned clusters of citizens, while others set fire to
slum ‘busthes’ throughout the city. Soon, the city was littered with
bodies and the campus of Dacca University-a hot-bed of
secessionism-was a bloody a shambles.

Throughout that blood-drenched night and in the days and
weeks that followed, the carnage continued. And the massacres
were not limited to Dacca but were carried on throughout the
country-side as well. After a desperate visit to his native village on
the Indian border, a sobbing Bengali journalist told how the land
had been devastated : “I passed through a dozen villages which had
been burned and deserted, with bodies every where being eaten by

crows. The smell ! The horror ! I kept praying it would not be like
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that at my village. But it was. The village was just a mass of charred
rubble and corpses. My wife and child were missing. There was just
one old lady alive and she could no longer talk. She just sat on the
ground, shaking and moaning.

With the passing of time, the magnitude of the slaughter has
diminished, but there has been no lessening in the brutality of the
Pakistani army. Last week, Newsweek’s Loren Jenkins, who was in
Dacca the night that Gen. Tikka Khan’s troops launched their
campaign of murder, cabled the following report on conditions in
East Pakistan now:

Four months after the first flush of bloodletting, East Pakistan
still lives in fear. But instead of being the cowering, grovelling fear
that the army sought to instill, it is a sullen fear tinged with quiet
defiance and hate. It is a fear based on the apppreciation of a very
harsh reality, not a fear that marks people of broken spirit. Walking
along a Dacca street recently, I met a journalist [ had known before.
Our eyes met and he nodded, but he appeared embarrassed.
Glancing nervously all around, he muttered, “My God, my God,
civilized man cannot describe the horror that has been done.” An
hour later another friend explained : “We have been ordered not to
talk to foreign journalists. We are scared. We live in terror of the
mid-night knock on the door. So many people have been killed. So
many more have disappeared. And more vanish every night.”

One who vanished in the night was Mujib, who is now
reportedly held in prison in the western garrison town of Mianwali.
A hero before, Mujib has now become a martyr. For all his
conspicious faults, he has become the symbol of Bengali patriotism.
Yet Yahya, almost boastfully, told a recent visitor, “My generals are
pushing for a military trial for Mujib and for his execution. I have
agreed and the trial will be held soon.” No policy could be more
short-sighted or more likely to harden Bengali resistance. As one
western diplomat told me, “Yahya is simply out of his mind. He still
does not even understand what his army had done. He thinks they
can kill of a couple of hundred thousand people, try Mujib for
treason, force a return to order and all will be forgotten. This is utter

nonsense. These people will not forget.”
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Guerrilla Resistance

Indeed, the minds of Bengalis are emblazoned with the
memories of these months of terror. Despite the terror, signs of
resistance to the army creep up everywhere. In Dacca, street
urchins hawking the local papers slip mimeographed communiques
from the Government-in-exile into the newspapers. On ferry boats in
the countryside, where all passangers are under the watchful eyes
of the army, strangers slide up and whisper of massacres or point
out areas in the dense Madhupur Jungle where the “Mukti Bahini”
or Liberation Army, is hiding. All over the country, the reistance is
rapidly taking on the earmarks of a classic guerrilla war. And East
Pakistan is ideal guerrilla terrain reminiscent of South Vietnam’s
Mekong Delta- a labyrinth of sunken paddies, jute fields and
banana groves.

That the Mukti Bahini are capitalizing on their few assets is
brought home daily. They have cut the key railroad to Dacca from
the port of Chittagong and have also severed the paralled road. More
than 60 percent of the interior food supplies move over those routes
and there is virtually no prospect of restoring them until peace is
also restored. The rebel’s recent coup in blowing up three power
stations in Dacca has under-scored the point that no city or village
is safe from their campaign to bring the economy to a halt. Most
important, however, is the fact that the rebels now seem to be
winning what every guerrilla needs-the support of the populace. Two
months ago, villagers in Noakhali province pleaded with the Mukti
Bahini not blow up a bridge because it would bring army
retaliation. Last week, those same villagers sought the guerrillas
and asked them to destory the bridge.

To be sure, the guerrillas are no match for the federal army.
While they have rallied some 20,000 Bengali fighters to their cause
(and expect another 10,000 recruits to join them next month after
clandestine training in India), the inadequately armed rebels still
face 60,000 will-equipped professional soldiers. And despite its
covert aid, India has cautiously hesitated to recognise the
Bangladesh government-in-exile. One reason for this restrint is the

genuine and costly problem the New Delhi governemnt faces in
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caring for the 6 million Bengali refugees now in India.
NEWSWEEK’S Tony Clifton who has reported the anguish of the
refugees since the beginning of Pakistan’s civil war, filed this report
last week from Calcutta :

“But in the end, the greatest threat to Pakistan is the flaring hattred
that Yahya’s army has spawned. “Pakistan died in March” says a
Karachi editor. “The only way this land can be held together is by
the bayonet and the torch. But that is not unity, that is slavery.

There can never be one nation in the furture, only two enemies.”
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THE SUNDAY TIMES, JUNE 13, 1971
GENOCIDE
By Anthony Mascarenhas

[ A Sunday Times reporter comes out of Pakistan with
the horrifying story of why five million have fled.]
West Pakistan’s Army has been systematically massacring

thousands of civilians in East Pakistan since the end of March. This
is the horrifying reality behind the news blackout imposed by
President Yahya Khan’s government since the end of March. This is
the reason why more than five million refugees have streamed out of
East Pakistan into India, risking cholera and famine.

The curtain of silence is broken today for the first time by
Anthony Mascarenhas, the Sunday Times correspondent in
Pakistan. He has seen what the Pakistan army has been doing. He
has left Paksitan to tell the world.

The army has not merely been killing supporters of the idea of
Bangladesh, an independent East Bengal. It has deliberately been
massacring others. Hindus and Bengali Muslims. Hindus have been
shot and beaten to death with elubs simply because they are

Hindus. Villages have been burned.
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Sporadic and unconfirmed reports of atrocities by the
Pakistan army have been reaching the outside world for some time,
notably from refugees, missionaries and diplomats. The report by
Anthony Mascarenhas is a detailed eye-witness account of unique
precision and authority. He supplies themissing centre-piece of the
tragedy of Bengal: why the refugees have fled.

There is a remarkable story behind Anthony Macarenhas’s
report.

When, at the end of March. the Pakistan army flew two
divisions into East Pakistan to “sort out” the Bengali rebels, it
moved in secret. But about two weeks later the Pakistan
government invited eight Pakistani journalists to fly to East Bengal.
The idea-as government officials left the journalists in no doubt-was
to give the people of West Pakistan a reassuring picture of the
“return to normalcy” in the eastern half of the country. Seven of the
journalists have done as they were intended. But one was
Mascarenhas, who is assistant editor of the Morning News in
Karachi, and was also the Sunday Times Pakistan correspondent.

On Tuesday, May 18, he arrived, unexpectedly, in The Sunday
Times office in London. There was, he told us, a story he wanted to
write: the true story of what had happened in East Bengal to drive
five million people to flight.

He made it plain that he understood that if he wrote his story
there could be no going back to Karachi for him. He said he had
made up his mind to leave Pakistan: to give up his house, most of
his possessions and his job as one of the most respected journalists
in the coutry. There was only one condition we must not publish his
story until he had gone back into Pakistan and brought out his wife
and five children.

The Sunday Times agreed, and Mascarenhas went back to
Karachi. After a wait of ten days an overseas cable arrived at the
private address of a Sunday Times executive.

“ Export formalities completed,” it read, “ Shipment begins Monday.”

Mascarenhas had succeeded in getting permission for his wife
and family to leave the country. He himself had been forbidden to

leave. He found a way of leaving anyway.
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On the last leg of his journey inside Pakistan, he found
himself sitting in a plane across the aisle from a senior Ministry of
Information official whom he knew well. A phone call from the
airport could have led to his arrest.

There was no phone call, however, and last Tuesday he
arrived back in London.

Mascarenhas writes about what he saw in East Pakistan with
special authority and objectivity. As a Goan Chiristian by descent,
he is neither a Hindu nor a Muslim. Having lived most of his life in
what is now Pakistan, having held a Pakistani passport since the
State was created in 1947, and having enjoyed the confidence of
many of the leaders of Pakistan since that time, he wrote his report
with real personal regret.

“We were told by the Ministry of Information officials to show
in a patriotic way the great job the army was doing,” he told us.

There was no question of his reporting what he saw for his
own paper. He was allowed to file a story, which was published in
The Sunday Times on May 2, wihich reported only the events of
March, 25/26, when the Bengali troops mutinied and atrocities
were committed against non-Bengalis.

Even references to the danger of famine were deleted by the
censor. That increased his crisis of conscience.

After some days’ hesitation, he decided, in his own words,
that “either I would write the full story of what I had seen, or I
would have to stop writting : I would never again be able to write
with any integrity.” And so he got on a plane and came to London.

We have been able to check his story in great detail with other
refugees in a position to have had a wide knowledge of events in

East Bengal as a whole, and with objective diplomatic sources.

GENOCIDE : FULL REPORT

Abdul Bari had run out of luck. Like thousands of other
people in East Bengal, he had made the miatake-the fatal mistake-of
running within sight of a Pakistan army patrol.

He was 24 years old, a slight man surrounded by soldiers. He

was trembling, because he was about to be shot.
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“Normally we would have killed him as he ran,” I was
informed chattily by Major Rathore, the G-2 Ops. of the 9th Division,
as we stood on the outskirts of a tiny village near Mudafarganj,
about 20 miles south of Comilla. “But we are checking him out for
your sake. You are new here and I see you have a squeamish
stomach.”

“Why kill him ?” I asked with mounting concern.

“Because he might be a Hindu or he might be a rebel, perhaps
a student or an Awami Leaguer. They know we are sorting them out
and they betray themselsves by running.”

“But why are you killing them ? And why pick on the
Hindus ?” I persisted.

“Must I remind you.” Rathore said severely, “how they have
tried to destory Pakistan ? Now under the cover of the fighting we
have an excellent opportunity of finishing them off.”

“Of course,” he added hastily, “We are only killing the Hindu
men. We are soldiers, not cowards like the revels. They kill our
women and children.”

I was getting my first glimpse of the stain of blood which has
spread over the otherwise verdant land of East Bengal. First it was
the massacre of the non-Bengalis in a savage outburst of Bengali
hatred. Now it was massacre, deliverately carried out by the West
Pakistan army.

The pogrom’s victims are not only the Hindus of East Bengal-
who constitute about 10 per cent of the 75 million population-but
also many thousands of Bengali Muslims. These include university
and college students, teachers, Awami League and Left Wing
political cadres and every one the army can catch of the 176,000
Bengali military men and police who mutined on March 26 in a
spectacular, though untimely and ill-started bid to create in an
independent Republic of Bangaldesh.

What I saw and heard with unbelieving eyes and ears during
my 10 days in East Bengal in late April made it terribly clear that
the killings are not the isolated acts of military commanders in the
field.
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Reacting to the almost successful breakaway of the province,
which has more than half the contry’s population, General Yahya
Khan’s military government is pushing through its own “final
soluation” of the East Bengal problem.

“We are determined to cleanse East Pakistan once and for all
of the threat of secession, even if it means killing off two million
people and rulling the province as a colony for 30 years,” | was
repeatedly told by senior military and civil officers in Dacca and
Comilla.

The West Pakistan army in East Bengal is doing exactly that

with a terrifying thoroughness.

For six days as I travelled with the officers of the 9th Division
headquarters at Comilla I witnessed at close quarters the extent of
the killing. I saw Hindus, hunted from village to village and door to
door, shot off hand after a cursory “short-arm inspection” showed
they were uncircumcised. I have heard the screams of men
bludgeoned to death in the compound of Circuit House (civil
administrative headquarters) in Comilla, I have seen truckloads of
other humand targets and those who had the humanity to try to
help them hauled off “off disposal” under the cover of darkness and
curfuew. I have witnessed the brutality of “kill and burn missions”
as they army units, after clearing out the rebels, pursued the
pogrom in the towns and the villages.

I have seen whole villages devastated by “punitive action.”

And in the officers, mess at night I have listened incredulously
as otherwise brave and honourable men proudly chewed over the
day’s kill.

“How many did you get ?”

The answers are seared in my memory.

All this is being done, as any West Pakistani officer will tell

you, for the “preservation of the unity, the integrity and the ideology
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of Pakistan.” It is, of course, too late for that. The very military
action that is designed to hold togather the two wings of the
country, separated by a thousand miles of India, has confirmed the
ideological and emotional break. East Bengal can only be kept in
Pakistan by the heary had of the army. And the army is dominated
by the Punjabis, who traditionally despise and dislike the Bengalis.

The break is so complete today that few Bengalis will willingly
be seen in the company of a West Pakistani. | have a distressing
experience of this kind during my visit to Dacca when I went to visit
and old friend. “I'm sorry’ he told me as he turned away, “things
have changed. The Pakistan that you and I knew has ceased to
exist. Let us put it behind us.”

Hours later a Punjabi army officer, talking about the
massacre of the non-Bengalis before the army moved in, told me :
“They have treated us more brutally than the sikhs did in the
partition riots in 1947. How can we ever forgive or forget this?”

The bone-crushing military operation has two distinctive
features. One is what the authorities like to call “cleansing process.”
: a euphemism for massacre. The other is the “rehabilitation effort.”
This is a way of describing the moves to turn East Bengal into a
docile colony of West Pakistan. These commonly used expressions
and the repeated official references to “miscreants” and “infiltrators”
are part of the charade which is being enacted for the benefit of the
world. Strip away the propaganda, and the rality is colonisation-
and killing.

The justificaton for the annihilation of the Hindus was
parapharased by Lt.-Gen. Tikka Khan, the military governor of East
Pakistan, in a radio broadcast I heard on April 18. He said : “The
Muslims of East Pakistan, who had played a leading part in the
creation of Pakistan, are determined to keep it alive. However, the
voice of the vast majority had been suppressed through coereion,
threats to life and property by a vocal, violent and agressive
minority, which forced the Awami League to adopt the destructive
coruse.”

Others, speaking privately, were more blund in seeking

justification.
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“The Hindus had completely undermined the Muslim masses
with their money,” Col. Naim, of 9th Division headquarters, told me
in the officers mess at Comilla. They bled the province white.
Money, food and produce flowed across the borders to India. In
some cases they made up more than half the teaching staff in the
colleges and schools and sent their own children to be educated in
Calcutta. It had reached the point where Bengali culture was in fact
Hindu culutre and East Pakistan was virtually under the control of
the Marwari businessmen in Calcutta. We have to sort them out to
restore the land of the people and the people to their faith.”

Or take Major Bashir. He came up from the ranks. He is SSO
of the 9th Division at Comilla and he boasts of a personal bodycount
of 28. He had his own reasons for what has happened. This is a war
between the pure and the impure, he informed me over a cup of
green tea. “The people here may have Muslim names and call
themselves Muslims. But they are Hindus at heart. You won’t
believe that the Maulvi (mulla) of the Cantonment mosque here
issued a fatwa (edict) duirng Friday prayers that the people would
attain jannat (paradise) if they killed West Pakistanis. We sorted the
bastard out and we are now sorting out the others. Those who are
left will be real Muslims. We will even teach them Urdu.”

Everywhere I found officers and men fashioning imaginative
garments of justification from the fabric of their own prejudices.
Scapegoats had to be found to legitimises, even for their own
consciences, the dreadful ‘solution’ to what in essence was a
political problem : the Bengalis won the election and wanted to rule.
The Punjabis whose ambitions and interests have dominated
government policies since the founding of Pakistan in 1947, would
brook no erosion of their power. The army backed them up.

Officials privately justify what has been done as a retaliation
for the massacre of non-Bengalis before the army moved in. But
events suggest that the pogrom was not the result of a spontaneous
or undisciplined reaction. It was planned.

It seems clear that the “sorting out” began to be planned
about the time that Lt.-Gen. Thika Khan took over the governorship
of East Bengal, from the gentle, self-effacing Admiral Ahsan, and the
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military command there, from the scholarly Lt.-Gen. Sahibzada
Khan. That was at the begining of March, when Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s civil disobedence movement was gathering momentum
after the postponement of the assembly meeting from which the
Bengalis hoped for so much. President Yahya Khan, it is said
acquiesced in the tied of resentment caused in the top echlons of
the military establishment by the increasing humilation of the West
Pakistani troops stationed in East Bengal. The Punjabi Eastern
Command at Dacca continues to dominate the polices of the Central
Government. (It is perhaps worth pointing out that the Khans are
not related : Khan is a common surname in Pakistan.)

When the army units fanned out in Dacca on the evening of
March 25, in pre-emptive strikes agaisnt the mutiny planned for the
small hours of the next morning, many of them carried lists of
people to be liquidated. These included the Hindus and large
numbers of Muslims; students, Awami Leaguers, professors,
journalists and those who had been prominent in Sheikh Mujib’s
movement. The charge, now publicly made, that the army was
subjected to mortar attack from the Jagannath Hall, where the
Hindu University students lieved, hardly justifies the obliteration of
two Hindu colonies, built around the temples on Ramna racecourse,
and a third in Shankharipatti, in the heart of the old city. Nor does
it explain why the sixeable Hindu populations of Dacca and the
neighboruing industrial town of Narayanganj should have vanished
so completely during the round-the-clock curfew on March 26 and
27. There is similarly no trace of scores of Muslims who were
rounded up during the curfew hours. These people were eliminated
in a planned operation : and improvised response to Hindu

aggression would have had vastly different results.

A pencil flick, a man ‘disposed’

Touring Dacca on April 15 I found the heads of four students
lying rotting on the roof of the Igbal Hall hostel. The caretaker said
they had been killed on the night of March, 25.1 also found heavey
traces of blood on the two staircases and in four of the rooms.
Behind Igbal Hall a large residential building seemed to have been

singled out for special attention by the army. The walls were pitted
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with bullet holes and a foul smell still lingered on the staircase,
although it had been heavily powdered with DDT. Neighbours said
the bodies of 23 women and children had been carted away only
hours before. They had been decomposing on the roof since March
25. It was only after much questioning that I was able to ascertain
that the victims belonged to the near-by Hindu shanties. They had
sought shelter in the building as the army closed in.

This is Genocide conducted with amazing casualness. Sitting
in the office of Major Agha, Martial Law Administrator of Comilla
City, on the morning of the April 19, I saw the offhand manner in
which sentences were meted out. A Bihari sub-inspector of police
had walked in with a list of prisoners being held in the police lock-
up. Agha looked it over. Then, with a flick of his pencil, he casually
ticked off four names on the list.

“Bring these four to me this evening for disposal,” he said. He

«©

look at the list again. The pencil flicked once more. “....and bring
this thief along with them.”

The death sentence had been pronounced over a glass of
coconut milk. I was informed that two of the prisoners were Hindus,
the third a ‘student,” and the fourth an Awami league organiser. The
‘thief’, it transpired, was a lad named Sebastain who had been
caught moving the household effects of a Hindu friend to his own
house.

Later that evening I saw these men, their hands and legs tied
loosely with a singel rope, being led down the road to the Circuit
House compound. A little after curfew, which was at 6 o’clock, a
flock of squawking mynah birds were disturbed in thier play by the
thwacking sound of wooden clubs meeting bone and flesh.

Captain Azmat of the Baluch Regiment had two claims to
fame accoridng to the mess banter. One was his job as ADC to
Major-Gen. Shaukat Raza, commanding officer of the 9th Division.
The other was thrust on him by his colleagues’ ragging.

Azmat, it transpired, was the only officer in the group who

had not made a “kill.” Major Bashir needled him mercilessly.
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“Come on Azmat,” Bashir told him one night, “we are going to
make a man of you. Tomorrow we will see how you can make them
run. It’s so easy.”

To underscore the point Bashir went into one of his long
spiels. Apart from his duties as SSO, Bashir was also “education
officer” at Headquarters. He was the only Punjabi officer I found who
could speak Bengali fluently. By general agreement Bashir was also
a selftaught bore who gloried in the sound of his own voice.

A dhari walla (bearded man), we were told, had come to see
Bashir that morning to inquire about his brother, a prominent
Awami League organiser of Comilla who had been netted by the
army some days earlier. Dhor gaya, Bashir said he told him : “he
has run away.” The old man couldn’t comprehend how his brother
could have escaped on a broken leg. Neither could I. So Major
Bashir, with a broad wink, enlightened me.

The record would show Dhor gaya : “shot while escaping.”

I Never did find out whether Captain Azmat got his kill. The
rebel Bengali forces who had dug in at Feni, seventy miles north of
Chittagong on the highway to Comilla, had tied down the 9tk
Division by destroying all the bridges and culverts in the area.
General Raza was getting hell from Eastern Command at Dacca
which was anxious to have the south-eastern border sealed against
escaping rebels. It was also desperately urgent to open this only
land route to the north to much-needed supplies that had been
piling up in the port at Chittagong.

So General Razza was understandably waspish. He flew over
the area almost daily. He also spent hours haranguing the bridge
that was bogged down at Feni. Captain Azmat, as usual, was the
General’s shadow. I did not see him again. But if experience is any
pointer, Azmat, probably had to sweat out his “kill”’-and the ragging-
for another three weeks. It was only on May 8 that the 9th Division
was able to clear Feni and the surrounding area. By then the
Bengali rebels, forced out by relentless bombing and artillery
barrages, had escaped with their weapons across the neighbouring

broder into India.
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The escpae of such large numbers of armed, hard-core
regulars among the Bengali rebels was a matter of grave concern to
Lt.Gen. Aslam Baig, G-1at 9th Divison headquarters. “The Indians,”
he explained will obviously not allow them to settle there. It would
be too dangerous. So they will be allowed in on sufferance as long as
they keep making sorties across the border. Unless we can kill them
off, we are going of have serious trouble for a long time.

Lt.-Col. Baig was a popular artillery officer who had done a
stint in China after the India-Pakistan war when units of the
Pakistan army were converting to Chinese equipment. He was said
to be a proud family man. He also loved flowers. He told me with
unconcealed pride that during a previous posting at Comilla he had
brought from China the giant scarlet waterlilies that adorn the pond
opposite headquarters. Major Bashir adorded him. Extolling one
officer’s decisiveness, Bashir told me that once they had caught a
rebel officer; there was a big fuss about what should be done with
him. “While the others were telephoning all over for instrucitons,” he
said, “he solved the problem. Dhor gaya. Only the man’s foot was
left sticking out of the ditch.

It is hard to imagine so much brutality in the midst of so
much beauty. Comilla was blooming when I went there towards the
end of April. The rich green carpet of rice paddies spreading to the
horizon on both sides of the road was borken here and there by
bright splashes of red. That was the Gol Mohor, aptly dubbed the
“Flame of the Forest,” coming to full bloom. Mango and coconut
trees in the villages dotting the countryside were heavy with fruit.
Even the terrier-sized goats skipping across the road gave evidence
of the abundance of nature in Bengal. “The only way you can tell the
male from the female,” they told me, “is that all the she-goats are

pregnant.”

Fire and murder their vengeance

In one of the most crowded areas of the entire world-Comilla
district has a population density of 1,900 to the square mile-only
man was nowhere to be seen.

“Where are the Bengalis ?” | had asked my escorts in the

strangely empty streets of Dacca a few days earlier. “They have gone



218

to the villages, was the stock reply. Now, in the countryside, there
still no Bengalis. Comilla town, like Dacca, was heavily shuttered.
And in ten miles on the road to Laksham, past silent villages, the
peasants [ saw could have been counted on the fingers of both
hands.

There were, of course, soldiers-hundreds of unsmilling men in
khaki each with an automatic rifle. According to orders, the rifles
never left their hands. The roads are constantly patrolled by tough,
trigger-happy men. Wherever the army is, you won'’t find Bengalis.

Martial law orders, constantly repeated on the radio and in
the Press, proclaim the death penalty for anyone caught in the act of
sabotage. If a road is obstrcuted or a bridge damaged or destroyed,
all hourses within 100 yards of the spot are liable to be demolished
and their inhabitants rounded up.

The practice is even more terrible than anything the words
could suggest. “Punitive action” is something that the Bengalis have
come to dread.

We saw what this meant when we were approaching Hajiganj,
which straddles the road to Chandpur, on the morning of April,17.
A few miles before Hajiganj, a 15-foot bridge had been damaged the
previous night by rebels who were still active in the area. According
to Major Rathore (G-2 Ops.) an army unit had immediately been
sent out to take punitive aciton. Long spirals of smoke could be seen
on all sides up to a distance of a quarter of a mile from the damaged
bridge. And as we carefull drove over a bed of wooden boards, with
which it had been hastily reparired, we could see house in the
village on the right beginning to catch fire.

At the back of the village some jawans were spreading the
flames with dried coconut fronds. They make excellent kindling and
are normally used for cooking. We could also see a body sprawled
bweteen the coconut trees at the entrance to the village. On the
other side of the road another village in the rice paddies showed
evidence of the fire that had gutted more than a dozen bamboo and
mat huts. Hundreds of villagers had escaped before the army came.
Others, like the man among the coconut trees, were slow to get

away.
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As we drove on, Major Rathore said. “They broguht it on
themselves.” 1 said it was surely too terrible a vengeance on
innocent people for the acts of a handful of rebels. He did not
answer.

A few hours later when we were again passing through
Hajiganj on the way back from Chandpur, I had my first exposure to
the savagery of a “kill and burn mission.”

We were still caught up in the aftermath of a tropitcal storm
which had hit the area that afternoon. A heavy overcast made
ghostly shadows on the mosque towering above the town. Light
dirzzle was beginning to wet the uniforms of Captain Azhar and the
four jawans riding in the exposed escort jeep behind us.

We turned a corner and found a convoy of trucks parked
outside the moaque. I counted seven, all filled with jawans in
battledress. At the head of the column was a jeep. Across the road
two men, supervised by a third, were trying to a batter down the
door of one of more than a hundred shuttered shops lining the road.
The studded teak wood door was beginning to give under the
combined assault of two axes as Major Rathore brought the Toyota
to a halt.

“What the hell are you doing ?”

The tallest of the trio, who was supervising the break in,
turned and peered at us. “Mota,” (Fatty) he shouted, “what the hell
do you think we are doing ?”

Recognishing the voice, Rathore grew a water-melon smile. It
was, he informed me, his old friend “Ifty-Major Iftikhar of the 12th
Frontier Force Refiles.

Rathore : “I thought someone was looting”
Iftikhar : “Looting ? No. We are on kill and burn.”

Waving his hand to take in the shops, he said he was going to

destory the lot.

Rathore : “How may did you get?”
Iftikhar : smiled bashfully.
Rathore : “Come on. How many did you get ?”

Iftikhar : “Only twelve. And by God we were lucky to get them.
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We would have lost those, too, if I hand’t sent my men from the
back.”

Prodded by Major Rathore, Iftikhar then went on to describe
vividly how after much searching in Hajiganj he had discovered
twelve Hindus hiding in a house on the outskirts of the town. These
had been “disposed of.” Now Major Iftikhar was on the second part
of his mission : burn.

In front of the shop a small display cabinet was crammed with
patent medicines, cough syrups, some bottles of mango squash,
imitation jewellery, reels of coloured thread and packets of knicker
elastic. Iftikhar kicked it over, smashing the light woodwork into
kindling. Next he reached out for some jute shopping bags on one
shelf. He took some plastice toys from another. A bundle of
handkerchiefs and a small bolt of red cloth joined the pile on the
floor. Iftikhar heaped them all together and borrowed a box from one
of the jawans sitting in our Toyota. The jawan had ideas of his own.
Jumping from the vehicle he ran to the shop and tried to pull down
one of the umbrellas hanging from the low ceiling of shop. Iftikhar
ordered him out.

Looting he was sharply remined, was against orders.

Iftikhar soon had a fire going. He threw burning jute bags into
one corner of the shop; the bolt of cloth into another. The shop
began to blaze. Within minutes we could hear the crackle of flames
behind shuttered doors as the fire spread to the shop on the left,
then on to the next one.

At this point Rathore was beginning to get anxious about the
gathering darkness. So we drove on.

When I chanced to meet Major Iftikhar the next day he
ruefully told me, T burnt only sixty houses. If it han’t rained I would
have got the whole bloody lot.’

Approaching a village a few miles form Mudafarganj we were
forced to a halt by what appeared to be a man crouching agaisnt a
mud wall. One of the jawans warned it might be fauji sniper. But
after careful scouting it turned out to be a lovely young Hindu girl.
She sat there with the placidity of her people, waiting for God knows

who. One of the jawans had been ten years with the East Pakistan
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Rifles and could speak bazaar Bengali. He was told to order her into
the village. She mumbled something in reply, but stayed where she
was, but was ordered a second time. She was still sitting there as we
drove away. “She has,” I was informed, “nowhere to go-no family, no
home.”

Major Iftikhar was one of several officers assigned to kill and
burn missions. They moved in after the rebels had been clearned by
the army with the freedom to comb out and destory Hindus and
“miscreants” (the official jargon for rebels) and to burn down
everything in the areas from which the army had been fired at.

This landky Punjabi officer liked to talk about his job. Ridding
with Iftikhar to the Circuit House in Comilla on anoher occasion he
told me about his latest exploit.

“We got an old one,” he said. “The bastard had grown a beard
and was posing as a devout Muslim. Even called himself Abdul
Manan. But we give him a medial inspection and the game was up”.

Iftikhar continued : “I wanted to finish him there and then,
but my men told me such a bastard deserved there shots. So I gave
him one in the balls, then one in the stomach, then I finished him
off with a shot in the head.”

When 1 left Major Iftikhar he was headed north to
Brahmanbaria. His mission : another kill and burn.

Overwhelmed with terror, the Bengalis have one of two
reactions. Those who can run away just seem to vanish. Whole
towns have been abandoned as the army approached. Those who
can’t run about a cringing servility which only adds humiliation to
their plight.

Chandpur was an example of the first.

In the past this key river port on the Meghna was noted for its
thriving business houses and gay life. At night thousands of small
country boats anchored on the river’s edge made it a fairyland of
lights. On April 18 Chandpur was deserted. No people, no boats.
Barely one percent of the population had remained. The rest,
particularly the Hindus who constituted nearly half the population,

had fled.
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Weirdly they had left behind thousands of Pakistani flags
fluttering from every house, shop and rooftop. The effect was like a
national day celebration without the crowds. It only served to
emphasis the haunted look.

The flags were by way of insurance.

Somehow the word had got around that the army considered
any structure without a Pakistani flag to be hostile and consquently
to be destroyed. It did not matter how the Pakistani flags were
made, so long as they were adorned with crescent and star. So they
came in all sizes shapes and colours. Some flaunted blue fields,
instead of the regulation green. Obviously they had been hastily put
together with the same material that had been used for the blue
Bangladesh flag. Indeed blue Pakistani flags were more common
then the green. The scene in Chandpur was repeated in Hajiganj,
Mudafaraganj, Kasba, Barhamnbaria; all ghost towns gay, with

flags.

A ‘parade’ and knwoing wink

Lahsham was an example of the other reaction : cringing.

When I drove into the town the morning after it had been
cleared of the rebels, all I could see was the army and literally
thousands of Pakistani flags. The Major in charge there had camped
in the police station, and it was there that Major Rathore took us my
colleague a Pakistani TV Cameraman, to make a propaganda film
about the, “return to normalcy” in Laksham-one of the endless
series broadcast daily showing welcome parades and “peace

meetings.”

On April 20 Lt.-Col. Baig, the flower-loving G-1 of the 9th
Division thought that the comp-out would take two months, to the
middle in June. But this planning seems to have misfired. The rebel
forces, using guerilla tactics, have not been subdued as easily as the
army expected. Isolated and apparently unco-ordinated, the rebels
have nontheless bogged down the Pakistan Army in many places by

the systematic destruction of roads and the railways, without which
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the army cannot move. The 9th Division for one was hopelessly
behind schedule. Now the monsoon threatens to shut down the
military operation with three months of cloudbursts.

For the rainly season, the Pakistan Government obtained form
China in the second week of May nine shallow-darught river
gunboats. More are to come. These 80 ton gunboats with massive
firepower will take over some of the responsibolites hitherto allotted
to the air force and artillery, which will not be as effective when it
rains. They will be supported by several hundred country-craft
which have been requinstioned and converted for military use by the
addition of outboard motors. The army intends to take to the water

in pursuit of the rebels.

Colonisation of East Bengal

There is also the clear prospect of famine, because of the
breakdown of the distribution system. Seventeen of the 23 districts
of East Pakistan are normally short of food and have to be supplied
by massive imports of rice and wheat. This will not be possible this
year because of the civil war. Six major bridges and thousands of
smaller ones have been destroyed, making the roads impassible in
many places. The railway system has been similarly disrupted,
though the government claims it is “almost normal.”

The road and rail tracks between the port of Chittagong and
the north have been completely disrupted by the rebels who held
Feni, a key road and rail junction, until May 7. Food stocks cannot
move because of this devastation. In normal times only 15 percent
of food movement from Chittagong to up country areas were made
by boat. The remaining 85 percent was moved by road and rail.
Even a 100 percent increase in the effectiveness of river movement
will leave 70 per cent of the food stocks in the warehouses of
Chittagong.

Two other factors must be added. One is large-scale hoarding
of grain by people who have begun to anticipate the famine. This
makes a tight position infinitely more difficult. This other is the
government of Pakistan’s refusal to acknowledge the danger of
famine publicly. Lt.-Gen. Tikka Khan, the military governor of East

Bengal, acknowledged in a radio broastcast on April 18 that he was
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gravely concerned about food supplies. Since then the entire
government machinery has been used to suppress the fact of the
food shortage. The reason is that a famine like the cyclone before it,
could result in a massive outpouring of foreign aid-and with it the
prospet of external inspection of distribution methods. That would
make it impossible to conceal from the world the scale of the
pogrom. So the hungry will be left to die until the clean-up is
complete.

Discussing the problem in his plush air-conditioned office in
Karachi recently the chairman of the Agricultural Development
Bank, Mr. Qarni, said bluntly : “The famine is the result of their acts
of sabotage. So let them die. Perhaps then the Bengali will come to

their senses.”

All this would seem to indicate that Pakistan’s military
Government is moving paradoxically, in opposite directions, to
compound the gravest crisis in the country’s 24 years history.

This is a widely held view. It sounds logical. But is it true ?

My own view is that it is not. It has been my unhappy
previlege to have had the opportunity to observe at first hand both
what Pakistan’s leaders say in the West, and what they are doing in
the East.

I think that in reality there is no contradiction in the
Government’s East Bengal policy. East Bengal is being colonised.

This is not an arbitrary opinion of mine. The facts speak for
themselves.

The first consideration of the army has been and still is the
obliteration of every trace of separatism in East Bengal. This
proposition is upheld by the continuing slaughter and by everything
else that the government has done in both East and West Pakistan
since March 25. The decision was coldly taken by the military
leaders, and they are going through with it-all too coldly.

No meaningful or viable political solution is possible in East

Bengal while the pogrom continues.
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The crucial question is : will killing stop ?

I was given the army’s answer by Major-General Shaukat
Raza, commanding officer of the 9t Division, during our first
meeting at Comilla on April 16.

“You must be absolutely sure,” he said, “that we have not
undertaken such a drastic and expensive operation-expensive both
in men and money for nothing. We've undertaken a job. We are
going to finish it, not had it over half done to the politicians so that
they can mess it up again. The amry can’t keep coming back like
this every three or four years. It has a more important task. I assure
you that when we have got through with what we are doing there
will never be need again for such an operation.”

Major-General Shaukat Raza one of three divisional
commanders in the filed. He is in a key position. He is not given to
talking through his hat.

Significantly, General Shaukat Raza’s ideas were echoed by
every military officer I talked to during my 10 days in East Bengal.
And President Yahya Khan knows that the men who lead the troop
on the ground are the de facto arbiters of Pakistan’s destiny.

The single-mindedness of the army is underscored by the
military operation itself. By any standard, it is a a major venture. It
is not something that can be swithched on and off without the most

grave consequences.

Army committed to remain

The army has already taken a terrible toll in dead and injured.
It was privately said in Dacca that more officers have been killed
then men and that the casualty list in East Bengal already exceeds
the losses in the India-Pakistan war of September,1965. The army
will certainly not write off these “sacrifices” for illusory political
considerations that have proved to be so worthless in the past.

Military-and it is soldiers who will be taking the decision-to
call a halt to the operation at this stage would be indefensible. It
would only mean more trouble with the Bengali rebels. Implacable

hatered has been displayed on both sides.
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There can be no truce or negotiated settlement; only toal
victory or total defeat. Time is on the side of the Pakistan Army, not
of the isolated, unco-ordinated and ill-equipped rebel groups. Other
circumstances, such as an expanded conflict which takes in other
powers, could of course alter the picture. But as it stands today the
Pakistan Army has no reason to doubt that it will eventually achieve

its objective. That is why the casualties are solidly accepted.

In one sentence, the government is too far committed
militarily to abandon the East Bengal operation, which it would
have to do if it sincerely wanted a political solution. President Yahya
Khan is riding on the back of a tiger. But he took a calculated
decision to climb up there.

So the army is not going to pull out. The Government’s policy
for East Bengal was spelled out to me in the Eastern Command

headquarters at Dacca. It has three elements :-

1) The Bengalis have proved themselves “unreliable” and
must be ruled by West Pakistanis ;
2) The Bengalis will have to be re-educated along proper

Islamic lines. The “Islamisation of the masses”- this is
the official jargon-is intended to eleminate secessionist
tendencies and provide a strong religious bond with
West Pakistan :

3) When the Hindus have been eliminated by death and
flight, their property will be used as a golden carrot to
win over the under-privileged Muslim middleclass. This
will provide the base for erecting administrative and
political structures in the future.

This policy is being purued with the utmost blatancy.

Because of the mutiny, it has been officially decreed that
there will not for the present be any further recruitment of Bengalis
in the defence forces. Senior Air Force and Navy officers, who were
not in anyway involved, have been moved “as a precaution” to non-
sensitive positions. Bengali fighter pilots, among them some of the
aces of the Air Force, had the humiliation of being grounded and
moved to non-flying duties. Even PIA air crews operating between

the two wings of the country have been strained clean for Bangalis.
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The East Pakistan Rifles, once almost exclusively a Bengali
paramilitary force, has ceased to exist since the mutiny. A new force
the Civil Defence Force, has been raised by recruiting Biharis and
volunteers from West Pakistan. Biharis, instead of Bengalis are also
being used as the basic material for the police. They are supervised
by officers sent out from West Pakistan and by secondment from the
army. The new Superintendent of Police at Chandpur at the end of
April was a Military Police major.

Hundreds of West Pakistani government civil servents,
doctors, and technicians for the radio, TV, telegraph and telephone
services have already been sent out to East Pakistan. More are being
encouraged to go with the promise of one and two-step promotions.
But the transfer, when made, is obligatory. President Yahya,
recently issued an order making it possible to transfer civil servants

to any part of Pakistan against their will.

The universities ‘sorted out’

I was told that all the Commissioners of East Bengal and the
district Deputy Commissioner will in future be either Biharis or civil
officers from West Pakistan. The Deputy Commissioners of districts
were said to be too closely involved with the Awami League
secessionist movement. In some cases, such as that of the Deputy
Commissioner of Comilla, they were caught and shot. That
particular officer had incurred the warth of army on March 20 when
he refused to requisition petrol and food supplies “without a letter
from Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.”

The Government has, also come down hard on the
universities and colleges of East Bengal. They were considered the
hot beds of conspiracy and they are being ‘sorted out’. Many
professors have fled. Some have been short. They will be replaced by
fresh recruitment from West Pakistan.

Bengali officers are also being weeded out of sensitive
positions in the Civil and Foreign Services. All are currently being
subjected to the most exhaustive screening.

This colonisation process quite obviously does not work even

half as efficiently as the administration wishes. I was given vivid
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evidence of this by Major Agah, martial law administrator of
Comilla. He had been having a problem getting the local Bengali
executive engineers to go out and repair the bridges and roads that
had been destroyed or damaged by the rebels. This task kept getting
snarled in red tape, and the bridges remained unrepaired. Agha, of
course, knew the reason. “You can’t expect them to work,” he told
me, “When you have been killing them and destroying their coutnry.
That at least is their point of view, and we are paying for it”.

Captain Durrani of the Baluch Regiment, who was in charge
of the company guarding the Comilla airport, had his own methods
of dealing with the problem. “I have told them,” he said with
reference to the Bengalis maintaining the control tower, “that I will
shoot anyone who even looks like he is doing something
suspicious.” Durrani had made good his word. A Bengali who had
approached the airport a few nights earlier was shot. “Could have
been a rebel,” I was told. Durani had another claim to fame. He had
personally accounted for “more than 60 men” while clearing the
villages surrounding the airport.

The harsh reality of colonisation in the East is being
concealed by shameless window dressing. For several weeks
President Yahya Khan and Lt.-Gen. Tikka Khan have been trying to
get political support in East Pakistan for what they are doing. The

results have not excactly been satisfying.

The army can of course hold the country together by force.
But the meaning of what it has done in East Bengal is that the
dream of the men who hoped in 1947 that they were founding a
Muslim nation in two equal parts has now faded. There is now little
chance for a long time to come that Punjabis in the West and
Bengalis in the East will feel themselves equal fellow-citizens of one
nation. For the Bengalis, the future is now bleak : the unhappy

submission of a colony to its conquerors.
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On the request of the Provisional Government of Bangladesh,
the Government of India directed the Army to provide assistance to
the Mukti Bahini who controlled areas of East Pakistan contiguous
to our borders. The code name given to the guerrilla operations in
East Pakistan was ‘Operation Jackpot’. The recruitment and control
operations of the Mukti Bahini was set up on a regional basis with
their headquarters located at Calcutta at ‘Mujibnagar’ in Theatre
Road. It was headed by Col M G Osmani, with Wing Cmdr Khondkar
as his deputy. oo

Some 400 naval commandos and frogmen were trained. They
were effective in attacking port facilities. Together with a Mukti
Bahini gunboat mounting a Bofors 40 mm gun they captured, sank
or damaged some 15 Pakistani ships, 11 coasters, 7 gunboats, 11
barges, 2 tankers and 19 river craft. These were, in fact, the most

significant achievements of the Mukti Bahini.
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The Mukti Bahini operations were stepped up from September
and became better organized and more effective. They began to have
a demoralizing effect on the Pakistani Government in Dacca and
also the Pakistani Army, particularly the enlisted men, who were
becoming increasingly disenchanted with their cause and their

[0 (o< 4 TR

The achievements of the Bangladesh forces and guerrillas
were nevertheless, a key factor in the liberation struggle. Despite the
limitations of training and lack of junior leadership, they
contributed substantially to the defeat of Pakistani forces in East
Bengal. They achieved significant results in occupation of areas in
the interior, demolitions and harassment. They completely
deoralized the Pakistani Army, lowering their morale and creating
such a hostile environment that their ability to operate was
restricted and they were virtually confined to their fortified
locations. The overall achievements of the Mukti Bahini and the
East Bengal Regiments were enormous. Bangladeshis can be proud
of them. Their contribution was a crucial element in the operations
prior to and during full scale hostilities. Due credit must be given to

their dedicated efforts to achieve the independence of their country.

Roftam a S FRcs! e I R SRS @S| Gis
TR SR Sch O s Fifls East Pakistan : The Endgame “J&s

ETRS (P8 >a@-Sb)3

The concept of one Pakistan was all but dead in the Bengali
mind. The only thing between Bangladesh and Pakistan, in my
mind, was the military presence in the East. Pakistan was bound to
lose her eastern wing as soon as the military was withdrawn. It was
a most extraordinary and distrubring state of affairs. Only armies of

occupation find themselves placed in such a situation.
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The army was—without doubt—present in full force, but
whether it was also in full command, was another question. The
whole situation was ridden with contradictions and paradoxes; there
could be no genuine peace and normality while the army was there
and yet, there would be no East Pakistan without the army. The
presence of the military alone stood between the continued
existence of East Bengal as a part of Pakistan and the instant
emergence of Bangladesh as a fait accompli. The Bengalis had long
since lost their attachment to Pakistan and the very word ‘Pakistani’
had become synonymous with ‘traitor’, ‘collaborator’, and agent of

the ‘Punzabi Fauj.’

In Dhaka itself, the public reaction to the coming by-election
was not altogetehr negative but the rebels, fighting the actual war,
reacted violently to it. Almost immediately, acts of subversion and
sabotage increased manifold. Dhaka became the main target and
the centre of terrorist activity. One evening, the entire city was
suddenly plunged into darkness as terrorists attacked the main
powerhouse. The cantonment used emergency lights with the help
of the army generators. The guards, who used to stand outside the
VIP room of the Mess and had been withdrawn earlier, were posted
there again. Security checks at the points of entry to the
cantonment were tightened. No Bengali could enter or leave the
cantonment without a pass or an army escort. This included even
government officials. Army patrols combed the town. No military
officer could move out of the cantonment area by himself after dark,
and even during the day, armed escorts accompanied them for

security.

Most of the city seemed to have turned into a minefield, with
the so-called ‘nuisance mines’ laid everywhere. The generals and
brigadiers drove between the cantonment and city’s main
commercial area was in the grip of fear. Hardly a day went by when

an explosion of some sort did not take place. Reports of the peace
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committee members being attacked, killed, or wounded by the

Muktis increased.

The West Pakistani civil servants were completely domoralized

by the state of affairs.

For the first time, I also found a distinct change in the
attitude of my Bengali friends, pariticularly those belonging to the
press. They seemed to have lost the will and the need to
communicate and were afraid of being seen with me in public. Even
someone as forthcoming as Zahur Bhai of the Shangbad, hardly
ever said anything during a meeting. He looked totally lost.
.......... Hashim (Babu) of the APP avoided me scrupulously despite
my telephone calls. He would not even come to the cantonment to
see me. Mainul of the Ittefaqg, son of Manik Mian, was annoyed and
dissatisfied with the treatment being meted out to highly respectable
Bengalis like himself.............. He thought the Bengalis were being
treated even worse than third-class citizens. Inayatualh of the
Holiday met me only briefly. Until only about a couple of months
earlier he had been trying very hard to revive his weekly Holiday;
but he would not even talk about it now. K.G. Mustafa, president of
the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists, was not around. There
had been reports that he had defected. Badruddin, the Bihari editor
of the Morning News, was also afraid..................... Perhaps the most
disturbing feature of the situation was the loss of confidence of the

West Pakistani, mainly the civil bureaucracy, in the army.

A growing sense of isolation was talking root in the minds of
the West Pakistani civilians. Every one of them would have given
anything in the worlds ot get back to the West; they were convinced

of the futility of it all.
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One was forced to wonder about how long the army could
hold on. The military was not professionally trained for counter-
insurgency operations. They were up against a very different type of
enemy—their own people, the guerrillas of the Mukti Bahini—the
proverbial fish in a sea of humanity. The army’s brave posture was
completely out of step with the real situation. It was aggravated by
daily incidents of subversion and sabotage by the miscreants.
Dhaka was an embattled city. The military was physically there but
hardly in full command of the situation. The borders and the
hinterland both were full of saboteurs. Many senior military officers
were begining to finally realize the futility of the exercise. They felt
abandoned and trapped. They had no rear, no sanctuary, in the
event of a decisive military reverse (the word defeat, though

uppermost in everyone’s mind, was never uttered).

Farman would unhesitatingly call the army an ‘occupation
army.’ He told me that he had seen two armies of occupation in his
life—the first was the US Army in Japan and the second was the
Pakistan Army in East Pakistan—and that he would not like to see a
third one. He, too, seemed to be suffering from a feeling of isolation

from the martial law authorities.

Niazi seemed convinced that the war would be fought on the
enemy soil, if only he could control the depredations of the Mukti

Bahini.

Mujib was crucial to the success of any political move at that
stage. He was as crucial alive as dead. Alive, he could resume his
political leadership; dead, he would turn into a symbol of

martyrdom.
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At the airport I came across the commissioner of Dhaka,
Alamdar Raza and the IG Police, Mehmood Chowdhry—both friends
from West Pakistan. A forthright and outspoken man, the
commissioner had a lot to say about the behaviour of young military
officers, he thought that they had were totally out of control and
their superiors were just not willing to listen to anything against
them. He cited the case of some naval officers who were on a rape-
spree. He personally reported the matter to the colonel in-charge of

civil affairs.

‘What do you expect them to do in a situation like this- pray

and count beads all the time?’ the colonel replied curtly.

‘Sir,” the commissioner went on to say, ‘shall I take it that the

boys are doing this with the approval of the authorities?’

You,” the colonel shot back, ‘may take it the way you like.

Now, what’s your next problem ?’
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To assess the military situation in that sector, Newsweek’s
Senior Editor Arnaud de Borchgrave flew last week to East Paksitan
and cabled the following report :

“Go anywhere you want, see for yourself,” Pakistan’s President
Mohammed Yahya Khan told me.

Such thinking lays bare the fact that the Pakistani Army has
only the dismest notion of guerrila warfare. For while the soldiers
were clustered on the border, the Mukti Bahini seemed to have the
run of East Pakistan. The government has attempted to combat the
insurgents with “razakars,” local teen-age hoodlums raised to the
status of a paramilitary force. But the razakars harm the
government cause more than they help it. “They think they are God

4

because they have guns,” one villager told me. They tell the people
they have blanket power from the army “ to make life hell” for the
revels, but they are as apt to terrorise a man who refuses to give
them food or a girl who resists their lewd advances. Several times
my car was stopped by two or three razakars at makeshift bridges-
once with the barrel of a gun poking through the window. I was
asked to pay a “toll.” Such tactics when applied against the
populace, have turned most Bengalis into Mukti Bahini supporters:
when I asked people whether they wanted to remain part of
Pakistan or create a new state of Bangladesh, almost all answered,
“Bangladesh.”

Even some wunlikely people expressed hope for an
autonomous Bangladesh. At a ferry crossing on the outskirts of the
capital city of Dacca, I asked a young man who worked for the
government what he thought would be best for the people. “I am not
alllowed to say,” he replied at first. But reassured that he would not
be named, he mumbled in a low voice, “Bangladesh should be
independent, of course. All of us feel that way.” And seemingly
thousands do. For while green and white Pakistani flags flutter over
even the most wretched huts, and peasants every where make a
point of wearing sarongs and shirts in the national colours, several
people whispered to me that they did so only to deceive the

razakars into thinking they favoured the government.
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Like the Americans in South Vietnam, the Pakistani command
seems dangerously unaware of the real sentiments and loyaltics of
the population. The official insistence that all was going well was
reflected in the remarks of Gen. A.A.K. Niazi, the eastern sector

<

commander. The revels were no serious problem-“ we have the
razakars to take care of them.” the shelling from India’s troops
massed just across the border was not a great threat-“ My men are
not worried; as long as they are in their bunkers, they can relax,
even play cards.,” And as for the report that Mukti Bahini leaders
were calling on Bengalis to take their fight into the streets of Dacca,
Niazi insisted that he would relish such a move. “ I wish they would
do it,” he told me, “ My tanks are only a few miles from the city”.
Then, referring to the repression of the Bangalis’ revolt last March
he added, “They saw then what we can do —and we will do it again if
need be.”

What the general does not seem to appreciate is the steady
deterioration of internal security and the degree of organisation of
the Mukti Bahini. By last week, the government had lost control of
25 per cent of the police stations in East Pakistan. A number of
district commissioners are tacitly co-operating with the guerrillas
and much of the area north of Dacca itself is controlled outright by
the Mukti Bahini. I personally was contacted by a Mukti Bahini
representative within 30 minutes of checking into my hotel in
Dacca-despite tight Police security. The rebels have established a
disciplined network carefully organised into teams-some assigned
to collect taxes and organise bank robberies others designated as

saboteurs, still others coldly earmarked to be assassins.

The harsh truth about Bengali resistance are being concealed not
only from the area’s civil governor, A.M. Malik, but from President Yahya
himself. They are both convinced that the Pakistani Army is effectively and
honourably fighting the guerrillas. Yet highly knowledgeable foreign
observer accuses the soldiers of atrocities. Ostensibly in pursuit of a
rebels, army troops, recently surrounded the village of Demora (where the

Mukti Bahini had never been), raped all the women between 12 and 35
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and shot all the men order than 12. Only days later, Pakistani gunboats
swept up the river at Chalna, sinking fishing boats and shooting the
fishermen as they swam for safety. All this accomplishes to make
resistance in East Pakistan more extreme, more dedicated than ever. The
majority of the people are already anxious to break away from Pakistan,
while army commanders-despite their public bravo-are beginning to

realise that they are trapped in an unwinnable guerrilla war.
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(Bangladesh Documents Vol. II, UPL, Page-209) :

II. OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s broadcast to the Nation soon after
midnight

December 3, 1971

I speak to you at a moment of grave peril to our country and
to our people. Some hours ago, soon after 5-30 p.m. on December 3,
Pakistan launched a full scale war against us. The Pakistani Air

Force suddenly struck at our airfields in Amritsar, Pathankot,
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Srinagar, Avantipur, Uttarlai, Jodhpur, Ambala and Agra. Their
ground forces are shelling our defence positions in Sulaimanki,

Khem Karan, Poonch and other sectors.

Since last March, we have borne the heaviest burden and
withstook the greatest pressure, in a tremendous effort to urge the
world to help in bringing about a peaceful solution and preventing
the annihilation of an entire people, whose only crime was to vote
for democracy. But the world ignored the basic causes and
concerned itself only with certain repercussions. The situation was
bound to deteriorate and the courageous band of freedom-fighters
have been staking their all in defence of the values for which we also

have struggled, and whcih are basic to our way of life.

Today, the war in Bangla Desh has become a war on India.
This has imposed upon me, my Government and the people of India
a great responsibility. We have no other option but to put our
country on a war footing. Our brave officers and jawans are at their
post mobilised for the defence of the country. An emergency has
been declared for the whole of India. Every necessasry step is being

taken, and we are prepared for all eventualities.

I have not doubt that it is the united will of our people that
this wanton and unprovoked aggression should be decisively and
finally repelled. In this resolve, the Government is assured of the full
and unflinching support of all political parties and every Indian
citizen. We must be prepared for a long period of hardship and

sacrifice.

We are a peace loving people. But we know that peace cannot
last if we do not guard our democracy and our way of life. So today,
we fight not merely for territorial integrity but for the basis ideals
which have given strength to this country and on which alone we

can progress to a better future.

Aggression must be met, and the people of India will meet it
with fortitude and determination and with discipline and utmost

unity. Jai Hind !
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THREE DAYS IN DACCA 1971

by
Jhon R. Kelly

This is a personal accound of some of the events which
occurred in Dacca on 14, 15 and 16 December 1971. It in no way
involves the Organization of which I am a member, and is written
simply as a personal recollection of some of the events surrounding
the birth of Bangladesh.

My own involvement in the events stated when I was assigned
in August to Dacca by the United Nations High Commissigner for
Refugees, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, to assist here in any
problems restrain assignment, and as this is a non-political

account, I am not putting down any comments on that aspect here
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and will sayd that, perhaps because I am an Irishman, I felt great
sympathy for the Bengali people and wish onwy to see them enjoy a
happy, prosperous and peaceful future.

When hostilities broke out at the beginning of December it
was quite clear that activities concerning refugees were at an end for
the duration. The Assistant Secretary-General fo the United Nations
was in over-all charge fo the United Nations Relief Operation, Mr.
Paul Marc Henry, a redoubtable Frenchman and an inspiratinn to
us all, happened to be in Dacca for a short visit when hostilities
broke out and trpped him here. He naturally assumbed over-all
charge of the whole UN group, and asked me to undertake liaison
with the military and governmental authorities, which involved
many matters which, I would stress, were all purely humanitrian in
purpose with the sole aim of saving lives and alleviating suffering.
This note, however, deals only with some of the events of the last

three days of the hostilities of December 1971.

Thursday 14, December

On the morning of 14 December Dr. A. M. Mallik, then
Governnor of East Pakitan, telephone me at the Inter-Continental
Hotel where I was living and asked if [ and Mr. Peter Wheeler, also of
UN, could go around an see him at Governor’s House about his own
situation. I had met Dr. Malik many times in my functins both as
UNHCR Representative in Dacca and also during the war period
when [ was doing military and Governmental liaison.

By this time the course of the war was obvious. The front was
crumbling and from within Dacca the situation seemed very similar
to Berlin in early 1945. When Peter Wheeler and myself went to see
Dr. Malik at Governor’s House he was in a Cabinet meeting but
came out and led us to his ADC’s Office. He asked for personal
advice on his own situation.

I told him I thought he and his Ministers were in grave and
imminent danger of being killed and that unless he sought refuge in
the Neutral Zone at the Iner-Continental Hotel immediately he
probably would not survive the night. However, in order to gain

admission to the Neutral Zone they would have resign from all
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official functions. He said that his Cabinet was at that moment
considering whether or not to resign but they were reluctant to do
so. He himself felt that he should not resign as, he said, in the eyes
of history it would look like desertion if he resigned at that moment.
He then asked if he could send his wife and daughter to the Neutral
Zone. I replied that although his wife and daughter would certainly
be admitted to the Neutral Zone at the Hotel Inter-Continental , this
would not active his purpose the Hotel was full of journalists and
they would say that Dr. Malik had so lost confidence in the future
that he was sending his family into safety and they would then ask
when he himself was coming.

At that moment Governor’s House shook violently under
several heavey explosions. It was clear that the building had come
under direct attack from the Indian Air Force and Peter Wheeler and
myself immediatley left, jumping over the balustrade, and I took
shelter under a jeep about five yards away. There were about six
Indian planes which made two strikes each on the building with
rockets and then followed up with cannon. Duirng the first part of
this attack Muzaffar Hussain, then Chief Secretary, emerged looking
very pale and we exchaged wan salutations. As the strikes on
Governor’s House continued, I ran to a trench about 20 yards away
which was already full of soliders and lay on top of them. All this
time I kept a running commentrary on the action over my handset
radio (“walkie talkie”) to Paul Marc Henry at the UN location.
General Farman Ali ran past, also looking for shelter” and said to
me as he passed : “Why are the Indians doing this to us ?” Under
the circumstances, as the Indian aircraft were continuting to attack
the building some 20 yards away with rocket and cannonfire, it dod
not seem a suitable occasion to engage in a discussion and I let
General Farman carry on to find his own shelter. The sound of the
attacks were deafening but eventullay they stopped and I got into
my car, picked up Peter Wheeler, and returned to the UN location.

At the UN Location I informed Mr. Paul-Mare Henry of what
had happended and met there Mr. Gavin young of “The Observer.”
Gavin Young told me, with a confidence which was subsequently

proven very mistaken, that it would be at leaset an hour before the
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Indian Air Force could return as they would have to go back to India
to refuel and reload. He suggested that we return to Governor’s
House to see what had happended there. I agreed, and drove Gavin
Young in my car back to Governor’s House. We were met there by
the Military Secretary who informed us that Dr. Malik and his
Cabinet had taken shelter in a bunker in the grounds of the left of
the Governor’s House. He took us there and we found Dr. Malik and
his Cabinet looking very shaken but still undecided whether to
resign or not. I told them that I thought that they were not only in
danger of being killed by irregulars, and they could not depend on
their guards, but the Indian Air Force itself had now made a direct
attack on their lives.

At that moment the Indian Air Force made a second
devastating attack on Governor’s House. Gavin Young had
unfortunately been wrong in his estimate of the time for their
return. The bunker is not a very safe bunker and it is above ground
and we did not know whether or not the Indian Air Force knew of it
existence. Certainly, a direct hit would have wiped it out. The
aircraft continued to make Ministers then drew up a letter of
resignation to the President of Pakistan which was singed by Dr.
Malik and all the Ministers present.

Dr. Malik then withdrew to an inner room in the bunker
where his wife and daughter were waiting, washed himself, knelt
and said his prayers. The ex-Governor and the ex-Ministers moved a
little later that day to the Neutral Zone in the Inter-Continental
Hotel.

It seems clear that the collapse of the whole civil Government
of East Pakistan on 14 December must have provided a severe
shock to those directing the war on the Pakistan side and brought
home to them the seriousness of the situation. It may well be that
the collective resignation of the whoel East Pakistan Government
thus shortened the war by one or more days.

Wednesday, 15 December

Early on the morning of 15 December Dr. Malik came to me in
the Inter-Continental Hotel to say that in between his resignation as

Governor and his departure from Governor’s House on 14 December
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he had received a telegram from President Yahya. So far as I know,
this is the first time President Yahya authorized a cease-fire.

Dr. Malik said he had been unable to contact General Niazi
concerning President Yahya’s instructions : “You should now take
me all necessary measures to stop the fighting,” and he asked me
for assistance. In order to save further loss of life, and in a personal
capacity, 1 agreed to help. I then contacted Colonel Gaffur, the
Pakistan Army Liaison Officer (in civilian clothes) in the Neutral
Zone, and the three of us then went to my room where we
telephoned General Niazi.

Dr. Malik asked General Niazi what action he had taken on
the President’s instruction; and General Niazi replied that he would
like to discuss this with Dr. Malik and invited him to leave the Hotel
and go to the Cantonment to discuss the matter. I advised Dr. Malik
that if he left the Neutral Zone he would no longer have any
protection and that under the circumstances of his resignation the
day before and its likely effect, it might be dangerous for him to do
so; I suggested that, instead, he invited General Niazi to come to the
Hotel, but said he would send General Farman around to represent
him at such a meeting.

General Farman duly came around to the Hotel. As a
foreigner, and in any case I was acting privately and in no way as an
intermediary, I withdrew from the discussion of such an internal
nature and Dr. Malik, General Farman and Colonel Gaffur conferred
together. Subsequently, they invited me back, and showed me the
following proposals they had drawn up and which General Farman
was taking to General Niazi for approval and transmission to
President Yahya.

“To bring an end to loss of further human lives and
destruction we are willing to, under honourable conditions :

a. Cease fire and stop all hostilities immediately in East Pakistan;

b. Hand over peacefully the administration of East Pakistan as
arranged by the U.N.;

c. The UN should ensure :
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(i) Safety and security of all armed personnel of both military and
para-military forces of Pakistan pending their return to West
Pakistan.

(ii) safety of all West Pakistani personnel-civillian and civil
servants pending their return to West Pakistan;

(iii)safety of all non-locals settled in East Pakistan since 1947.”

(iv) gurantee of no reprisals against those who helped and served

the Government and cause of Pakistan since March 1971.”

General Farman undertook to return to the Neutral Zone later
that day and let us knew the reactions of General Niazi and
President Yahya to their proposals. General Farman did return
about 2100 hours and informed us that, althogh General Niazi had
approved these proposals, Islamabad had rejected them on item (b)
“to hand over the administration of East Pakistan.” Thus ended yet
another attempt at a cease-fire in the hostilites.

Thursday, 16 December

Early on the morning of 16 December we learned of the
ultimatum by the Indian Army to the Pakistan Army in East
Pakistan to surrender by 0930 hours Dacca time that morning.
Colonel Gaffur, Dr. Malik, Dr. Sven Lampell of the League of Red
Cross Seocieties and myself all made desparate efforts to contact
Pakistan Army, Head quarters by telephone from the Hotel but were
uable to get any contact. Having myself participated in the Second
World War in North Africa and Europe as an infantry Officer in the
British Army I am only too well aware of the appalling loss of life
and destruction which an all-out attack on Dacca would entail.
Colonel Gaffur told us that he knew that the Pakistan Army
Communications Centre had been destroyed by the Indian air
attacks the day before and he was not sure, firstly, whether General
Niazi accepted the ultimatum and, secondly, whether the Pakistan
Army had been able to inform the Indian Army whether or not they
accepted the ultimatum.

The Indian Air Force was already circling over Dacca,
presumable in preparation for attack, and we knew that the Indian

Army was gethering strength in the suburbs, also presumable in
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order to launch an overwhelming artillery and infantry assault. I
might add that we were subsequently told by Indian officers when
they entered Dacca that the Indian Forces really meant business, if
the ultimatum had not been accepted they really would have made
an annihilating assault on Dacca. It was desperately urgent to save
the city and, about 0830 hours, Colonel Gaffur, Mr. Lampell and
myself decided to leave the Neutral Zone and drive to the
Cantonment to find out from General Niazi what was happending
and whether he had been able to get into contact with the Indian
Army.

On the way to the Cantonment I informed Mr. Paul-Marc
Henry at the UN location by my handset radio what we were doing,
and he put the UN radio signallers in Dacca and New Delhi on the
altert to stand-by for a possible extremely important message.

After some delay we were brought to the Command Bunker,
but General Niazi was not to be seen. However, we found General
Farman in the Bunkder-an obvious prime target looking ashen-
faced and completely broken. Staring into space, he gave the
impression of having given up everything. He informed me that he
was authorized to speak for the whole Pakistan Army in East
Pakistan and that they had agreed to accept the Indian ultimatum.
He also confirmed that as their Communication Centre had been
destroyed they had not been able to infrom the Indian Army of their
acceptance of the ultimatum.

I asked General Farman whether, purely as a channel of
communications, he wished me to convey by the UN radio network
the acceptance by the Pakistan Army of the Indian ultimatum.
General Farman replied in the affirmative, so I led him outside the
bunkder in order to enable my handset radio to work and contacted
Paul-Mare Nenry at the UN location. I then gave the message in
General Farman’s presence to Paul-Marc Henry, and General
Farman added two further points : First, to request the Indian Army
for a six hour extension to the truce because of the breakdown in
the Pakistan Army’ communications, second, to invite the Indian
Army to send party of staff officers to discuss further arrangements,

if possible by helicopter to Dacca Airport, where they would have
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safe conduct and proper courtesies. I duly passed the whole
message by my radio to Paul-Mare Henry who in turn had it

transmitted immediately to New Delhi. The time was 0920 hours.

Colonel Gaffur, Mr. Lampell and myself then left the bunker
area, with the Indian Air Force still circling overhead. However, the
message got through to the Indian Command in time, and the
threatened onslaught on Dacca did not take place.

Dacca : 8 March
1972.
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The Endgame, P.209) :

“16 December dawned on a doleful, funereal note for

Pakistan. Foreign networks, mainly the BBC , the villain of the
piece, had even announced the details of the surrender parade
scheduled for that afternoon .Communication between the GHQ
and the Eastern Command, extremely erratic since 11 December ,
had been totally cut off. No one knew as to when, how and who,

might have accepted unconditional surrender.

Until about 4 p.m. on 16 December, we were still at sixes and
sevens about the accuracy of the news and how to break it officially.

Gul Hassan was not available, so I contacted Major General
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Shaukat Riza, deputy chief of the general staff. ‘We must catch the 5
p.m. news bulletin’, I urged. Shaukat agreed , suggesting that we

should go to the information secretary and seek his views.

We drove to his Chaklala office to find him and his senior
officers in a huddle, looking utterly confused. He had been in
constant touch with the foreign secretary, Sultan Mohammad Khan,
who, in turn, had little to add to what we had all heard over the
BBC. We phoned the military secretary to the president, Major
General Ishaque, hoping to have a word with the president. Ishaque
brusquely told us that the ‘old man’ had just retired to catch a wink
of sleep and could not be disturbed. That left nothing for us to do,
except to put our heads together, and produce a 26-word draft as

follows:

Under an arrangement between the commanders of India and
Pakistan in the eastern theatre, Indian troops have entered Dhaka

and fighting has ceased in East Pakistan.

So that was the end of the burlesque, which began at
midnight on 25-26 March 1971, ending on the afternoon of 16
December 1971. A reprieve of full nine months- long enough to

correct the course-had been cold-bloodedly cussedly wasted away.”
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(Surrender of Dacca, Birth of a Nation, Page 140-147) :

I was met by the Chief of Staff of the Pakistani Eastern Command, Brig
Bagar Siddiqui. Present also was the United Nations representative at Dacca. He
had offered his good offices in negotiating with the Pakistani Army but I had no
intention of involving the United Nations as | could see no role for them in this

situation.

Gen Niazi received me in his office. Present at the discussions were Maj
Gen Rao Farman Ali, who dealt with civil affairs, Maj Gen Jamshed, Rear Adm
Shariff, the Naval Chief, Air Cmdre Imam, the Air Force Cmdre and Brig Bagar
Siddiqui. Maj Gen G C Nagra, who had taken over from Gurbax Gill when he was

wounded at Jamalpur, had arrived a little earlier.

I returned to Niazi’s office and Col Khara read out the terms of
surrender. There was dead silence in the room, as tears streamed down
Niazi’s cheeks. The others in the room became fidgety. They had expected
the document to be on the lines of the proposals they had handed over on 14
December to Spivack, which envisioned a cease fire and evacuation under
arrangements of the UN. Farman Ali objected to surrendering to the Indian
and Bangladesh forces. Niazi said that what | was asking him to sign was
unconditional surrender when we were drafting the instrument of surrender
we had tried to word it in such a manner that it would not be offensive.
......................................................................................... | asked him if the
document was acceptable. He handed it back to me without comment. |
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took this as acceptance. We then discussed with Niazi the modalities of the

SUIT RN, e eeeeeneneeennnnnee

At around 1630 hours the Army Commander and his entourage
arrived in a fleet of five Mi4 and four Alloutte helicopters. Niazi and | went
to receive them. The Army Commander accompanied by Mrs. Aurora
alighted. Air Marshal Dewan, Vice Adm Krishsnan, Lt Gen Sagat Singh,
the Divisional Commanders of IV Corps and Wing Cmdr Khondkar also
deplaned, Osmani, however, was not to be seen Niazi, Lt. Gen Aurora and
Air Marshal Dewan proceeded to the car. | had planned to travel in this car
but | had to make way for Mrs. Aurora, who took her place by the side of
her husband. The car then drove off | hitched a ride to the Race Course.
Though there had been very little time for preparation, the ceremony went
off reasonably well. After Inspecting the guard of honour Aurora and Niazi
proceeded to the table. The surrender documents brought with Aurora were
placed on the table. Niazi glanced through them curiously and signed.
Aurora signed. | took a careful look at the documents and was aghast to see
the heading-which read ‘Instrument of Surrender- To Be Signed at 1631
Hours 1% (Indian Standard Time)’ I looked at my watch. It showed a time
of 1655 hours. Niazi then undid his epaulette and removed his .38 revolver
with attached lanyard and handed it over to Aurora. There were tears in his
eyes. It was getting dark. The crowd on the Race Course started shouting
anti Niazi and anti-Pakistani slogans and abuses. We were concerned about
Niazi’s safety, therebeing hardly any troops available at the Race Course.
We senior officers formed a cordon around Niazi and escorted him to an
Indian Army jeep. | briefed Sagat Singh regarding disarming of the
Pakistanis and maintainance of law and order and the movement of the
prisoners of war to India. We then returned to the Dacca airfield to take off
for Agartala. While we were waiting, Rear Adm Shariff of Pakistan Navy,
who had earlier obtained my permission, came to see off Adm Krishnan.
The latter asked him to give him his pistol. Shariff removed it from his
holster and handed it to Krishnan. We then took off by helicopter for
Agartala. (Page 140-147).
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Surrender

General Manekshaw had informed us that an Indian team would be coming
to Dhaka to finalize surrender arrangements. The helicopter hovered over Dhaka
Airport, the heavy blades churning in the air like the arms of a giant windmill, and
soon settled down. Major-General Jacob, Chief of Staff, Indian Eastern Command,
alighted with his team from the helicopter. Brigadier Baqir Siddiqui, the Pakistani
COS, after receiving them at the airport escorted them to HQ Eastern Command.
The Indian team had come to discuss and negotiate the terms and conditions for the
cessation of hostilities. They had brought a draft of the surrender document. The
preliminary discussions between Jacob and Bagir, the two Chiefs of Staff were
carried out in Baqir’s office. After the presentation of the proposal, Bagir discussed
the issue with me. | asked Bagqir to call Generals Jamshed and Forman and Admiral
Sharif, the senior Pakistani Army and Naval officers present at Headquarters. The
Indian delegation blackmailed us with the threat that, if their conditions were not
agreed to, they would hand over the local loyal population, and our civilian officers
who had taken refuge in the Intercontinental Hotel, to the Mukti Bahini forces,
who would massacre them. Despite our objections to the use of the phrase “Joint
Command of India and Bangladesh’, and to the place and manner of surrender, in

the circumstances we were forced to comply.

Among the Generals, Farman’s demeanour underwent a dramatic change.
The guilt and weakness he had displyed during the hours of crisis seemed to
disperse. The despair and anguish visible in his eyes and actions dissipated. His
having been a Military Adviser to five Governors, coupled with his participation in
the drastic military action on 25 March, had aroused the animosity and seething
anger of the Bengalis, who wanted to punish him for his alleged crimes against
them. He was blamed for the massacre of intellectuals although here too the case
has been a little overstated because some of the Bengalis named therein are still
alive. Thus encased in a cocoon of fear, he wanted to escape. The Bengalis had

vowed vengeance at any price.
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After some discussion, the senior Pakistani officers agreed to accept the

Indian proposal, so I called the Indian team to my office..........ccccccevvvivivenrne.

The surrender ceremony took place on 16 December, 1971. Major-General
Farman and Admiral Sharif witnessed the ceremony. As I signed the document
with trembling hands, sorrow rose from my heart to my eyes, brimming them with
unshed tears of despair and frustration. Before the ceremony, a French reporter

came to me and said, ‘How are you feeling, Tiger?’ | replied, ‘Depressed.’
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“But man, proud man,

Drest in a little brief authority,

Most ignorant of what he’s most assured.

His glassy essence, like an angry ape,

Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make the angels weep”

S5Ad FAEE U3 forrm siH a9 G T HIE S iEisssIica
AT CHRRNT ISPl 56T | Sepa wEes <=t (Bangladesh

Documents, Vol. I, UPL, P-550):

INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER
December 16, 1971.

The Pakistan Eastern Command agree to surrender all
Pakistan Armed Forces in Bangla Desh to Lieutenant-General Jagjit
Singh Aurora, General Officer Commanding in Chief of the Indian
and Bangla Desh forces in the Eastern Theatre. This surrender
includes all Pakistan land, air and naval forces as also all para-
military forces and civil armed forces. These forces will lay down

their arms and surrender at the places where they are currently
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located to the nearest regular troops under the command of

Lieutenant-General Jagjit Singh Aurora.

The Pakistan Eastern Command shall come under the orders
of Lieutenant-General Jagjit Singh Aurora as soon as this
instrument has been signed. Disobedience of orders will be regarded
as a breach of the surrender terms and will be dealt with in
accordance with in accepted laws and usages of war. The decision of
Lieutenant-General Jagjit Singh Aurora will be final, should any
doubt arise as to the meaning or interpretation of the surrender

terms.

Lieutenant-General Jagjit Singh Aurora gives a solemn
assurance that personnel who surrender shall be treated with
dignity and respect that soldiers are entitled to in accordance with
the provisiosns of the Geneva Convention and guarantees the safety
and well-being of all Pakistan military and para-military forces who
surrender. Protection will be provided to foreign nationals, ethnic
minorities and personnel of West Pakistan origin by the forces

under the command of Lieutenant-General Jagjit Singh Aurora.

(Sd.) JAGJIT SINGH (Sd.) A.A.K. NIAZI
(Jagjit Singh Aurora) (Amir Abdullah Khan Niazi)
Lieutenant-General Lieutenant-General

General Officer Commanding In Martial Law Administrator Zone
Chief B

Indian and Bangla Desh Forces in and Commander

The Eastern Theatre Eastern Command (Pakistan)

16th December,1971. 16t December,1971
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26.3.71 A.43 2200 PAKISTAN-ONE

Extensive fighting is reported from East Pakistan following
moves by President Yahya Khan to restore his government’s
authority and reports from India that Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rahman has
declared the province independent. The American Consul-General
in Dacca, the eastern capital, said that tanks were being used to put
down disturbances there. Earlier reports from India-some quoting a
clandestine radio in East Pakistan said fierce fighting had broken
out in many places. East Bengali army units were said to have
joined police and armed civilians in clashed with army units from
West Pakistan. There have been no reports direct from East
Pakistan.

President Yahya Khan announed his moves in a strongly
worded broadcast in which he accused Sheikh Mujib of treason, and
banned his majority party in the Awami League which had virtually
taken control of East Pakistan. He also announced a ban on

allpolitical activity in Pakistan and complete censorship of the press.

Para One : RW 2100 (When US new)

fighting detail from 2030;

Yahya snaps from 1520; Ind. from1650.
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*“ Sir, you will see that they want to place the words “East Pakistan” instead

of “East Bengal”. We have demanded so many times that you should make it

Bengal (Pakistan). The word “Bengal’” has a history, has a tradition of its own. You

can change it only after the people have been consulted................ 7 SR
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“President Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan has said that Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, leader of the defunct Awami League, would be put on trial.

He said Sheikh Mujib was arrested for committing acts of treason and he

would be dealt with under the law of the land.
............ The President, who was asked what would be the fate of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, said that the leader of the defunct Awami League had deviated from his
electoral campaign in which he demanded autonomy for East Pakistan.

President Yahya said that after Sheikh Mujib got the mandate, he and a
coterie of his people deviated from that aim and wanted secession. In other words,

he said Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had committed “acts of treason, acts of open

rebellion” and incited armed rebellion against the State.”

“How would you treat your criminal”, he posed a question to
the foreign news media representatives present at the interview.
(The DAWN, Karachi-August 5, 1971
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(Bangladesh Document, VVo.ll UPL Page 21).
ST 2ms)
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Reem

MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI
TO HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS
August 8, 1971.

Government and people of India, as well as our Press and Parliament, are
greatly perturbed by the reported statement of President Yahya Khan that he is

going to start secret military trial of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman without affording him

any foreign legal assistance. We apprehend that this so-called trial will be used

only as a cover to execute Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This will aggravate the

situation in East Bengal and will create a serious situation in India because of the
strong feelings of our people and all political parties. Hence our grave anxiety. We
appeal to you to exercise your influence with President Yahya Khan to take a
realistic view in the larger interest of the peace and stability of this region.
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol. I , UPL Page 28).

ST 2ms)
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“ Government view with grave concern press reports of President Yahya
Khan’s statement that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman would be “court martialled”, and
that he could not say whether or not the Sheikh would be alive when the so-called

Pakistan National Assembly meets. President Yahya Khan himself had, in one of

his earlier statements, referred to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as “the future Prime

Minister of Pakistan”. As the leader of the Awami League Party which won 167 of

the 169 seats to the National Assembly from Bangla Desh and thus had a clear

majority of votes in the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

held a unigue position as the acknowledged leader not only of East Pakistan, but of

the whole of Pakistan. What happened after the 25" of March this year is known to

the whole world. The denial of the verdict of the people and letting loose of
military oppression and trampling of the fundamental human rights of the people
of Bangla Desh stand self-condemned. Instead of respecting the verdict of the
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people and acknowledging Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as the elected and undisputed
leader of Bangla Desh, the Pakistan Government has launched a reign of terror and
carried out a calculated plan of genocide, the like of which has not been seen in
recent times. To stage a farcical trial against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is a gross
violation of human rights and deserves to be condemned by the whole world.”
(Bangladesh Documents Vol. 11, Page 28-29)

& TIPS 53 TIPS SRR AN TaeE Rk vt caisT TEst
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Trial For “ Waging War Against Pakistan”
Official Press Note
August 9, 1971.

* Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, President of the defunct Awami League, will be

tried by a Special Military Court for “waging war against Pakistan”and other

offences, a Press Note issued by the Headquarters of the Chief Martial Law
Administrator said to day (August 9).

The trial will commence on August 11 in camera and its proceedings will be

secret, the Press Note said.

(THE DAWN, Karachi-  August,10,1971)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 21-22).
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“The Secretary General of the United Nations, U-Thant, has warned that

the secret trial for treason against Mujibur Rahman, absolute leader of East

Pakistan can lead towards more serious consequences than the hurricane which

devasted East Bengal last November and the subsequent cholera epidemic.
International observers agree with U-Thant. The 98 per cent gained by the

Awami League in the last elections is an element they have taken into consideration

to make their comments.
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... In the meantime, Yahya Khan’s administration refuses to reveal even

the place where Rahman is being sued. Their information only says that the trial is
taking place “in some place in Pakistan”. (SR 2lw)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 34 ).

S P% International Commission of Jurists >A2 SH=1P6 3R e <6
R<Efs G cl=El 56&E 38

“ President Yahya Khan,

President’s House

Rawalpindi.

World opinion is most apprehensive that military tribunal will sentence

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to death. Should this happen, International Commission of

Jurists respectfully urges your Excellency to show clemency, strength and wisdom
by commuting sentence to prevent further escalations of violence, terror and
suffering.
MACDERMOT.
Secretary-General
(STEHERT 207s)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.Il, UPL Page 29-30).

w==ides2 World Peace Council o oed SHIPG RdEiks o=
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Appeal by the Secretariat, World Peace Council,

Helsinki, to the Government of Pakistan.

In complete defiance of all norms of human behaviour, and in utter
disregard of world-wide public opinion, the Government of Yahya Khan in
Pakistan is putting to trial Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the chosen leader of the people
of East Pakistan (Bangla Desh). The trial is being held secretly, and no one knows
what is being perpetrated by the militarist rulers of Pakistan. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman allegedly is being tried for “waging war against Pakistan”. This, in fact, is
a terminology taken over from British imperialist rulers of India in the old colonial
days when hundreds of Indian patriots and freedom-fighters were tried, but not in
secret, for “waging war against the King-Emperor,” and hanged.

In this, as in all their other actions of massacre and pillage, the Yahya Khan

dictatorship has revealed itself to the world as imitators of imperialists and

autocrats who have nothing but contempt for the people. The only fault of Sheikh
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Mujibur Rahman, who also fought against British alien rulers of India while Yahya

Khan and his henchmen were loyally serving the British masters, is that the people

of Bangla Desh gave his party 167 seats out of 169 in the first —ever general

election held in Pakistan.

SR d4vwrs)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 30).
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A West-Pakistani military tribunal is deciding secretly the fate of the
political leader of East Pakistan, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Judge Shafi knows it
already;: “Of course he shall be sentenced to death.”

Pakistan’s Head of State, Yahya Khan, anticipated the Judgment. When a
representative of the World Bank, Mr. Cargill, requested for a reprieve, the
General declaimed: * This person is guilty of high treason, he should come to the
gallows. =R 2mS)

(Bangladesh Documents, Vol. 11, UPL P-35)

AT TS STFIHIRT b SHIPG  Ne3AEE IR rics I 3

“Questioned about the trial of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, leader of the

Awami League in East Pakisntan, Mr. Shahi said his trial started August 11 and
should be over in another two weeks.
He said Sheikh Mujib had been charged with waging war against the State
and incitement to rebellion and violence.”
EEIERT 2dwS)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 23).

383 6T, S»ad SiFeE The Guardian, London ~fEsm RS
S A =T 3

“Mr. Bottomley, Britain’s former Secretary of State for the
Commonwealth, urged Governments to put pressure on Pakistan to release Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman when a conference of the Commonwealth Parliamentary

Association opened here today (Kuala Lampur, Septempber 13).
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He said Sheikh Mujib was the only person who could speak for the people

of East Pakistan. He also gave a warning that there would soon be a famine there in
which hundreds of thousands would die.”  (SEIERT 2lwS)

(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll , UPL Page 31-32).
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“ The International Conference on Bangla Desh at its

meeting today (September 18, 1971) in New Delhi :-

Condemns the trial in secret by a Pakistan Military Tribunal of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the beloved and undisputed leader of Bangladesh Desh and the
embodiment of the aspirations of its people, on charges of “treason” for leading his
party, the Awami League, to overwhelming victory in the first ever General
Elections held in Pakistan in December 1970;

Appeals to the world public opinion and governments to bring pressure on

the military Government of Pakistan to desist from this grave violation of all

canons and laws governing civil liberties and human freedom recognised in all

civilised communities; and
Urges the immediate and unconditional release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

and other democratically elected representatives of Bangla Desh.”
T AS)
(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 32).

IHCT NERT >oad s The Times of India s

oIS == 3

“ The Austrian Chancellor, Dr. Bruno Kreisky, has deplored the detention
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman by the West Pakistan military junta and said that “no
democratic party in Europe will tolerate it.”

(Bangladesh Documents, Vol.ll, UPL Page 33).
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g The Indian Express =ife=sl =3¢ =ie=il (Bangladesh Documents Vol. I

UPL, Page 604) :

A WELCOME DELHI WILL REMEMBER
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, President of Bangladesh, was given
a joyous welcome when he arrived in the Capital (New Delhi) today
(January 10) on his way to Dacca.

The Sheikh, looking slightly weary after his journey from
Nicosia, was greeted with full-throated cries of “Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Zindabad” and “Long live Mujib” as he climbed down the
steps from the RAF aircraft which brought him here (New Delhi).

As the Royal Air Force Comet, gleaming in the morning sun,
glided on the tarmac at the Technical Area of Delhi Airport, an air of
hushed expectancy descended upon the place.

For four long minutes, between the time the Comet came to a
stop and the moment when the Sheikh set his foot on Indian soil,
craning heads in colourful shamianas waited impatiently to see the
figure who had swept himself into the hearts of the people. Chairs in
enclosures were forgotten, only to be remembered later when VIPs
realised that standing on them would give a better view.

The Bangaldesh Foreign Minister, Mr. Abdus Samad, entered
the plane and remained inside for a few minutes.

The moment came. And the Sheikh, clad in a dark grey suit
and black overcoat, climbed down the steps from the aircraft. The
cold morning breeze ruffled his hair as he waved his hands to
acknowledge the strident cheers which greeted him. A 21-gun salute
boomed as the Sheikh was hugged by the President, Mr. V.V. Giri,
and warmly welcomed by the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

A battery of photographers, drating from place to place to get
a good picture, clicked their cameras incessantly as the Sheikh
greeted Ministeres and other VIPs.

After the initial exchange of greetigns, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman inspected a gurard of honour presented to him by the three
services before moving to the VIP pandal where he was showered
with Marigold petals.

The national anthem of Bangla Desh, “Amar Sonar Bangla,”
was played the moment the Sheikh took position on the saluting
base. It was followed by the Indian national anthem “Jana Gana
Mana.” The flages of the two countries flanking the pandal fluttered

in the air.
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The Sheikh was then intorduced to a large number of
members from the diplomatic corps, Exuding a quiet charming
simplicity, he mixed easily with the diplomats and stopped every
now and then to talk to some of them.

In the enclousers, there was total confusion as people hopped
from chair to chair to get a glimpse of the Sheikh. And every now
and then, a single, piercing cry of “Sheikh Mujib Zindabad” rent the
air as a spectator, overcome with emotion, screamed his adoration
for the father figure of Bangla Desh.

At the Parade Ground of Delhi Cantonment, where the Sheikh
addressed a public meeting, people milled around to get a better
look of him. And when he entered the six-door Mercedes Benz which
was to take him to Rashtrapati Bhavan, wild crowds almost
surrounded the car in a vain attempt to shake his hand.

Earlier, overnight, Delhi had prepared a gay welcome for
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Floral arches were set up on roads at
several places from the Parade Ground to Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Banners reading “Long live the Creator of Bangla Desh” and “Long
live the Liberator of Bangla Desh” were also flying.

The arches were decorated with potted plants in flower pots
and with portraits of the Sheikh. And on the side of the road, some
iron frames covered with leaves had also been erected.

A large number of people lined the route from Parade Ground
to Rashtrapati Bhavan in spite of the bitter cold. And as the
motorcade cruised towards Rashtrapati Bhavan, persons from all

walks of life cheered the Bangla Desh leader.
(THE INDIAN EXPRESS, New Delhi—January 11,1972)

(Bangladesh Documents Vol.II, UPL P.605) :

PRESIDENT V.V. GIRI’S SPEECH WELCOMING SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
AT PALAM AIRPORT, NEW DELHI
January 10, 1972
It gives me great joy and pleasure to welcome Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahamn to our country. This is an event whcih my

government and the people of India have looked forward to.
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You are the embodiment of the undying spirit of suffering and
sacrifice in the cause of human liberty and human freedom. The
emergence of independent Bangla Desh is itself a unique event in
the annals of democratic movements in world history. Your have
truly been acclaimed the Father of the new Nation, Bangla Desh.
The trust and devotion of the 75 million people of Bangla Desh
reposed in you, have led to the birth of Sonar Bangla, and we have
no doubt that it will come to occupy a pride of place in the comity of

nations.

R Yo SR AfCterE SRS TR 8 SIS I IR SISl
<= (Bangladesh Documents Vol.II, UPL P.605) :

SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN’S SPEECH IN REPLY TO PRESIDENT GIRI’S
ADDRESS OF WELCOME
January 10, 1972

For me, this is a most gratifying moment. I have decided to
stop over in this hostoric Capital of your great country on my way
back to Bangla Desh. For this is the least I can do to pay personal
triute to the best friends of my people, the people of India and this
Government under the leadership of your magnificent Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi. (Cheers). She is not only a leader of
men, but also of mankind.

You all have worked so untiringly and sacrificed so gallantly
in making this journey possible—this journey from darkness to
light; from captivity to freedom; from desolation to hope.

I am at last going back to Sonar Bangla, the land of my
dreams, after a period of nine months. In these nine months, my
people have traversed centurices.

When [ was taken away from my people, they wept. When I
was held in captivity, they fought. And now that I go back to them,
they are victorious.

I go back to join my people in the tremendous tasks that now
lie ahead in turning victory into a road of peace, progress and
prosperity. I go back not with any hatred in my heart for anyone,

but with the satisfaction that truth has at last triumphed over
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falsehood, sanity over instanity, courage over cowardice, justice over

injustice, good over evil. Joi Bangla, Jai Hind.

SR, e e RfrEiices R o= SERTIEe S Wi SE
(Bangladesh Documents Vol.II, UPL P.606) :

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI’S SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING
AT NEW DELHI TO WELCOME SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
January 10, 1972

Wecoming the President of Bangla Desh, Mrs. Indira Gandhi

said that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had promised freedom to his

people and given it to them. India had taken a pledge to free Bangla

Desh, free Mujib and finally send the refugees to their homes and
hearths. “We have also kept our promise”, she added.

Mrs. Gandhi said now that the Bangabandhu was returning
home, it was her firm belief that secularism and democracy will
prosper under his guidance. She added, even when Mujibur
Rahman was in a Pakistani jail, the young men of Bangla Desh were
drawing inspiration from him to fight the military regime of
Pakistan. It was due to his insspiration that people of Bangla Desh
were able to fight so gallantly.

The Prime Minister said it was a red-letter day in the history
of Bangla Desh. The Sheikh was returning to his country, his people
and his family, and, at home a great challenge awaits him -the
reconstruction of Bangla Desh.

Mrs. Gandhi spoke briefly as she did not want to stand
between the Sheikh and the large number of people who had
gathered at the Parade Ground to hear him.

(THE INDIAN EXPRESS, New Delhi—January, 11, 1972)

SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN’S SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, NEW DELHI
January 10, 1972

In a voice charged with emotion, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman told

the huge gathering “Bangla Desh and its people will never forget

your Prime Minister, your Government and your brave armed forces

and your common people who have extended all sympathies and

support to their sufferings and struggle”.
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The Sheikh, dressed in a grey suit and a dark brown overcoat,
drove to the grounds accompanied by the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, immediately after he was accorded a ceremonial
reception at Delhi Airport.

Speaking in Bengali, the Bangabandhu said never in the
history of man had such brutalities been perpetrated as the
Pakistanis had done in Bangla Desh.

He said that he believed in the ideals of secularism, demoracy,
freedom of man and peace in the world.

As he was overwhelmed by emotion, the Bangabandhu said he
could not help this for he never knew that he would live to go back
to his “Sonar Bangla”.

The Pakistan army had killed one million people of Bangla
Desh India had looked after ten million people who had been forced
out of Bangla Desh.

His first words of address were: “Shrimati Indira Gandhi,
ladies and gentlemen present”.

Wave after wave of applause greeted the Bangabandhu as he
rose to address the mammoth gathering.

He said that he was returning to his people, a free but sad
people. He had lost a large number of his friends, who had been
slaughtered by the Pakistani army, whose homes had been burnt
and their honour taken away.

He repeatedly spoke of the unity of feelings between the
people of Bangla Desh and of India, in their ideals and beliefs. He
hoped that his country. Sonar Bangla, would prosper amid undying
friendship betwen the two countries.

He said India had fed 10 million people of Bangla Desh
despite its own problems. “I know this”.

Till two days ago, he was a prisoner and did not know
whether he would be free and be able to go back to Bangla Desh and
see his people and “fulfil my hope”. Sheikh Mujib said great tasks
lay ahead of him on his return to Bangla Desh. He said he could
never forged the help given by the Indian armed forces for the

liberation of Bangla Desh. Never before in the history of freedom
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struggles had any nation paid so colossal a price for freedom as the
people of Bangla Desh had done.
He ended his speech with a shout of “Jai Hind”. Mrs. Gandhi
then joined him by hailing “Jai Bangla”.
(U.N...January 10, 1972.”
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Documents 11, UPL Page 611-613) :

SHEIKH MUJIB HOME: 500,000 GIVE HIM ROUSING WELCOME

DACCA, BANGLA DESH January 10 -Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman received a tumultuous, triumphant welcome today from a
crowd of half a million Bengalis as he returned to his native land for
the first time since he was arrested nine months ago.

The exultant crowd showered Sheikh Mjjib with flowers and
chanted “Joi Bangla !” (“Victory for Bengal!”) as their leader stepped
from the British Royal Air Force Comet jet that had brought him
from New Delhi.

Sheikh Mujib, looking tired but elated by this reception, later
said at an enormous rally at the Dacca Race Course. “My life’s goal
has been fulfilled. My Bengal is independent”. His voice broke with
emotion.

Despite an appeal by West Pakistan to retrain some ties, he

said, “the unity of the country is ended”.

He greets diplomats
Wiping flower petals from his head, Sheikh Mujib inspected
an honor guard of the army, navy and air force of Bangla Desh, the
nation proclaimed by his followers in East Pakistan last month after
India helped them wrest the region from Pakistan.
Sheikh Mujib greeted the members of the Dacca displomatic
corps, though only India and Bhutan have recognized Bangla Desh

and have official Representatives here.
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The American Consul-General, Herbert D. Spivack, bowed
sightly as he shook hands with the Bengali leader, saying. “Welcome
back to Dacca” Sheikh Mujib smiled broadly and replied, “Thank
you very much”.

Mr. Spivack said that he had been invited in his personal
capacity and that his attendance did not have any political
significance. Bengali-American relations are poor.

Sheikh Mujib’s wife Fajilotdun did not attend today’s
ceremonies, reportedly because she was on the point of nervous
exhaustion and was barely able to speak.

Unit his release early Saturday, Sheikh Mujib had been under
detention in West Pakistan, where he had been charged with
treason.

Standing in the bright sunlight today, Sheikh Mujib appealed
to his vast audience not to seek revenge for the three million
Bengalis he said had been murdered by the Pakistani Army during
their nine month drive to suppress the Bengali secession movement
he led.

“Forgive them !” he shouted to the crowd. “Today I do not
want revenge from anybody ! There should not be any more killing !”

“The Bengal that will eat, smile, sing and be happy is my
Bengal. Everyone in Bengal is now a Bengali and we must live
together”, he said.

His appeal was thought to be directed to the problem of the
two million Biharis, the non-Bengali immigrants from India who had
sided with the Pakistani army.

Bengali officials estimated that half a million people were at
the race course and that 100,000 lined the mile-and-a-half route
there from the airport. But the crowd was smaller than on several

previous occaisons when Sheikh Mujib spoke.

Many still in villages

Many Bengalis believed that the size of the crowd reflected the
enormous number of deaths in the war. And many Dacca residents
have still not returned from their native villages where they fled

during the war. As the flower-bedecked truck on which Sheikh
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Mujib rode from the airport passed slowly through the crowd, there
were long rhythmic chants of “Sheikh Mujib Zindabad!” (Long live
Sheikh Mujib”) .

Thousands of voices also chanted :

“A new natin has come upon the earth-Bangla Desh | Bangla
Desh!” “A new ism has come to the world—Mujibism! Mujibism !”

Many excited spectators tried to tough their leader and some
who managed to break through police lines hugged him in long
embraces.

Sheikh Mujib has long been the overwhelming favourite of the
75 million Bengalis. The Awami Leage, the party of which he is
President, won 167 of the 169 seats alloted to East Pakistan in the
National Assembly elections in December,1970.

When Sheikh Mujib demanded autonomy for the eastern
region, President Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan of Pakistan first
postponed the assembly session and then, on March 25, moved with
his army to crush the Bengali movement. Guerrilla warfare broke
out and as many as 10 million Bengalis are said to have fled to

India.

Friend of Bengal

The 51-year-old Sheikh Mujib, who is tall for a Bengali and
has a thick mustache and a heavy shock of graying hair, was
affectionately hailed today as Bangabandhu, or friend of Bengal. He
was wearing a black suit with a high buttoned collar.

The first man to greet Sheikh Mujib, as his plane landed at 1-
45 p.m., was a beared guerrilla leader known as Kashru, who wore
army fatigues with pistols strapped to his hips.

Thousand of people then rushed past guards from the East
Bengal Regiments to engulf Sheikh Mujib, and he was unable to
decend from the plane for 10 minutes.

At the race course, Sheikh Mujib told his vast audience that
the last words of the new Pakistani President, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, to
him before his release were, “try to keep Pakistan together if there is

any way.”
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“I said nothing”, Sheikh Mujib recalled. “But now I say to you,
Bengal is independent, and let the people of Pakistan and the people
of Bangla Desh live happily. The unity of the country is ended.”

Word is virtually law

Sheikh Mujib’s popularity is so great that his word has
virtually become law with many Bengalis. His followers in the
Bengali cabinet, one of whom have even a fraction of his prestige or
popularity, have postponed most cirtical decisions pending his
return.

Among the questions awaiting Sheikh Mujib are how to
disarm the 100,000 or more men who have been fighting as
guerrillas and how to protect the two million Biharis. He will also be
expected to help Bangla Desh gain international recognition and
find large amount of foreign aid to rebuild the nation’s shattered
economy.

It has been officially estimated that the new nation needs at
least $ 3-billion for reconstruction, or three quarters of the region’s

total annual produciton of $ 4-billion.

(FOX BUTTERIELD in THE NEW YORK TIMES-January 11, 1972)
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(Bangladesh Documents, Vol. II. UPL Page 265-267) 8

Prime Mnister Indira Gandhi’s speech at the
National Press Club, Washington
November, 5, 1971

The elections aroused new hope in our people and generated
new energy and purpose in us. But today, your thoughts and mine
are proccupied with the crisis of Bangla Desh, that is, East Bengal.
There, too elections were held. The fact that even under a military
regime the people of East Bengal so over-whelmingly voted for the
Awami League showed their deep desire for democratic rights. The
military rulers used the period of negotiations to amass troops. And
on the very day, when the Awami League thought that settlement
was to be reached, a reign of terror—such as history has rarely
witnessed—was unleashed.

I have not hesitated sometimes to criticise the Press, of
course, in self-defence. But on this occasion, I should like to express
appreciation of the manner in which the Press correspondents of
many countries have tried to arouse the conscience of the world.

They have shown courage and perseverance in lifting the veil around
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East Bengal and revealing the truth of the grim tragedy being
enacted there. Their words have been honest and direct, but the
photographs have outdone them in conveying the very essence of
sorrow and misery.

What is taking place there is not a civil war in the ordinary
sense of the word; it is a genocidal punishment of civilians for
having voted demoreatically. It is a strange and cynical way of
getting rid of one’s opponents and of deliberately using helpless
millions as a weapon against a neighbour nation. The number of the
refugees is equal to the population of some of the countries of
Europe, such as Austria and Belgium, where I was only recently.

We feel that this is a new kind of aggression. It certainly casts
an unconscionable economic burden on us and has created political
and social tensions endangering our security. This is not a purely
internal matter of one country, because the overflow of the political,
economic and security consequences are affecting another country,
that is, India. This is not an international dispute, certainly not an
Indo-Pakistani  dispsute, for the traditional international
instruments to be invoked.

We are told that the confrontation of troops is a threat to
peace. Is there no threat to peace when a whole people are
massacred? Will the world be concerned only if people die because
of war between two counteies and not if hundreds of thousands are
butchered and expelled by a military regime waging war against the
people ?

We cannot draw wupon precedents to deal with this
unprecedented variety of aggression. We have to devise new patterns
of response. It is in order to impress on world leaders the nature of
the crisis and the means of resolving it that I wrote to heads of
Governemnt several months ago and sent some of my colleagues to
meet them. We informed them that the only way out of the mess
which the military rulers of Pakistan have made for themselves is to
have a political settlement with the elected representatives of East
Bengal, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, if he is alive, and his colleagues
who embody the Will of the people.
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Had the world realised it then, much of this mounting misery
and the migration of many more millions could have been avoided.
The chances of such a settlement have grown more slender with
each new day of neglect. But there might still be time if world
leaders appreciated the reality of the situation.

In the various capitals I have visited on this tour, I have been
asked what solution India would like. The question is not what we
would like, or what one or other of the big powers would like, but
what the people of East Bengal will accept and what solution would
be a lasting one.

[ should like to plead with the world not to press me for a
solution which leaves out the people of East Bengal. It is an illusion
to think that the fate of a country can be decided without reference
to its people. Once again, we see the old habit of underestimating
the power of nationlism in Asia and of the demand of the people of
Asia to make their own choice. Those who subscribe to the belief
that democratically reached decisions are the most viable should
recognise that the process of democracy admits no geographical
disqualification. If democracy is good for you, it is good for us in
India, and it is good for the people of East Bengal.

The supression of democracy is the original cause of all the
trouble in Pakistan. The nations of the world should make up their
minds who is more important to them, one man and his machine or
a whole nation.

I am asked what initiatives India will take. We have taken the
biggest possible initiative in remaining so self-restrained and in
keeping in check the anger within our country. We have
endeavoured strenously to see that this does not become an Indo-
Pakistan issue. Any direct talks between the two countries would
immediately be converted into such a dispute and make the solution
more difficult. Pakistan has been trying to create conditions in
which the world would think that Pakistan is threatened by a more
powerful neighbour. As I have said, the threat to Pakistan has come
from its own rulers, not from us. When the regime there found out

that its calculations will not succeed, it moved its troops to our
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western frontier, knowing full well that we would be forced to follow
suit.

Pakistan’s pleas for observers from the United Nations, for
bilateral talks with India, and for mutual withdrawal of troops,
seemed very plausible at first sight. But these are only methods ot
divert the attention of the world from the root of the problem to what
are merely by-products. We cannot be side-tracked. We cannot have
a dialogue with Pakistan on the future of East Bengal, because we
have no right to speak for the people of East Bengal. Only Sheikh
Mujib or the elected and accepted representatives of East Bengal

have that right.
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PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI’S SPEECH IN BEETHOVEN HALL,

BONN, NOVEMBER 21, 1971.

Following are excerpts from the speech :

You know, just as we had elections in India, there were
elections in Pakistan after a very very long time, because the people
were getting tired of military rule and there was a general demand
for elections. In Pakistan, Sheikh Mjujibur Rahman, the leader of
the Awami League Party, got a majority that was even much bigger
than my majority in India. Almost toa man, the people in East
Bengal-man or woman-voted for him. But whereas in India it was a
logical conclusion-you win an election, you form the Government-on
the other side this did not happen. The six-point programme was
not a new programme, it was the programme which Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman had put before the people before the elections. This was
his election campaign, his election programme. And if anybody had
any objection, whether the leaders or anybody else, the time to raise
the objections was before the elections. They should have said we

cannot have elections on the basis of this six-point programme. But
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nobody said anythign. It was when the electins were won by such a
big majority that this was raised; “that this means far too much
autonomy than we are prepared to give.” And negotiations began.
We thoguht, and the people of East Bengal thought, that this was a
genuine attempt to come to an understanding; but the time was
used for bringing across more troops from West Pakistan by sea,
and when they thought that there were sufficient troops to deal with
the population, on the 24th March, I am told by a leader of East
Pakistan, who says he was, if not in the same room, at least in the
same house where talks were being held that they thought that
things were going on well and that they were approaching a solution
and an agreement. The very next day, a regin of terror, of massacre,
and all that goes with it, was unleashed, and this resulted in
millions of refugees-the number is now over 9 million-it is the
population of Belgium or Austria who are now sitting on Indian soil
in the greatest of discomfort, in the greatest of misery, in very

inadequate camps.

Now, even if in a rich country 9 million people were to come
suddenly, not a few at a time, but very suddenly in a few weeks,
they would not be able to manage the situation. So you can imagine
that India being one of the poorest countries, with very limited
resources, and in this situation we have 9 million people. You can
imagine the pressure on supplies, on the administration, on the
resources, on money, on every possible thing. Most of the refugees
have come into four States of India in the Easter region, and in one
of them, Tripura, there is hardly room to put a person now. They are
occupying the schools and the colleges and parks, every possible
public building. In the beginning, the people were every
sympathetic. Now the parents say: ‘well we are sympathetic but
what about our children ? When will the schools open ? Are they
going to miss years of their education ? ‘ So, all administrative work
in some of these States is at a standstill. Every official is busy

looking after the camps.

The economic burden is tremendous, the administrative
problems are there, but even more so are the social and

political problems which have arisen. We have organised trade
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unions. There is a recognised rate. Now, the refugees can’t -we
are trying to keep them in the camps, but because the number
is so large, and many of them don’t come to camps at all-they
offer their services at a much lower rate. Now, immediately
there is trouble, because the labour unions say ‘well, this is
our rate and you cannot employ’. But we have people who was
to take advantage of such a situation, and so we have great
social tensions. I am just given one example to show the type
of problems that can arise; but more serious than all of this is
the threat to India’s stability; because amongst the refugees
there are many who may not be genuine refugees. We have no
way of booking them. And we are having acts of sabotage,
trains are being blown up, lembs are found in places, and a lot
of propaaganda is being done in order to there tension between
the different religions Pakistan has raised a question about
the number of refugees; we say they are over 9 million. They
have given the figure of 2% to 3 million. Now, there is some
logic in their argument, because 272 to 3 million is the figure of
the Muslim refugees, but we have not only Muslim refugees,
we have Hindus, we have Christains, we have Buddists. In
three of the States, Tripura, Meghalaya and Assam, everybody
is fully accounted for, for there every individual has a ration
card. It is true, in West Bengal things are not so well orginised
because the larger numbers are there. But after this question
arose, we are having a recounting at all the Camps and it may
be over by now, because it started some time before I left the
country. It may be a little less, it may be a little more, but I
don’t think there will be a great difference in the figures which

we have give.

Now, what does withdrawal mean ? People say, even

though it was their fault, what harm is there in withdrawing
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the troops ? Well, the question is that their cantonments are
right near the border, but ours are not; ours are very far a way
and if we withdraw, there is no way we can really adepuately
defend our country if they change their mind. And, we have
had no cause to trust them, I mean, we have been attacked
twice and on each occasion for many months they have said,
“we have nothing to do with it, we have sent no infiltrators,”
and then they themselves have admitted this in public forums,
such as, either the Security Council or somewhere else. This is
the history and the background. As any head of Government
although India is deeply committed to peace, to total
disarmament, India believes that war does not solve problems-
but we cannot leave our borders undefended in the present
circumstances, especially as all the news coming from
Pakistan state that since they are bnound to lose East Bengal,
why should they not grab a piece of the West. This is the
situation which we face. Seeing India from a long distance, it
may seem to you : “well, it does not make any difference.” But
the people who live on the borders, and ours are inhabited
right up to the very edge-in fact, in East Pakistan we have
houses where the houses are in India and the kitchens are in
East Bengal or vice-a-versa. We have no natural border; there
is no river or road or anything like that. To the people who live
in the border, it means a great deal whether they are properly
defended or not, whether they can trust the Government to
defend them. So, this is what the position is.

So, today, we feel that very much more is at stake than
people are realising; and I have come here not to ask for
anything from the Government, from any of the countries
where I have been, but merely to give my assessment of the
situation as ti exists. and it is then for these countries, these
governments or the people, to decide what they should do in

such a situation, whether they should help or they should not.
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Naturally, everybody welcomes sympathy, everybody welcomes
friendship, everybody welcomes support, but we know that in
life, in the ultimatte anylysis, everybody-even a parent, or a
child, or a sister, or a brother, each individual is alone; each
country is alone; and India must learn to stand on her feet;
she is going to stand on her feet and deal with the problems
herself.
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RIGHTS OF 75 MILLION PEOPLE OF BANGLADESH TO LIFE,
LIBERTY AND PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Letter from Shrimati Indira Gandi, Prime Minister of India,
to his Excelency Mr. Richard Nixon, President of the United
States of America, December 15, 1971.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
I am writing at a moment of deep anguish at the unphappy turn which the relations

between our two countries have taken.
I am setting aside all pride prejudice and passion and trying,
as calmly as I can, to analyse once again the origins of the tragedy

which is being inacted.

There are moments in history when brooding tragedy and its
dark shadows can be lightened by recalling great moments of the
past. One such great momnt which has inspired millions of people
to die for liberty was the Declaration of Independence by the United
States of America. That declaration stated that whenever any form
of Government becomes destructive of man’s inalienable rights to
life, liberty and pursuit of happiness, it was the right of the people

to alter or abolish it.
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All unprejudiced persons objectively surveying the grim events
in Bangladesh since March 25 have recognised the revolt of 75
million people, a people who were forced to the conclusion that
neither their life, nor their liberty, to say nothing of the possibility
of the pursuit of happiness, was available to them. The World Press
Radio and Television have faithfully recorded the story. The most
perceptive of American scholars who are knowledge about the affairs
of this sub-continent revealed the anatomy of East Bengal’s

frastrations.

The tragic war, which is continuing could have been averted if
during the nine months prior to Pakistan attack on us on December
3, the great leaders of the world had paid some attention to the fact
of revolt, tred to see the reality of the situation and searched for a
genune base for reconcilation . I wrote letters along these lines. I
undertook a tour in quest of peace at a time when it was extremely
difficult to leave the country inthe hope of presenting to some of the
leaders of the world the situation as I saw it. It was heart-breaking
to find that while there was sympathy for the poor refugees, the

disease itself was ignored.

War could also have been avoided if the power, influence and
authority of all the States, and above all of the Unitetd States, had
got Sheikh Muyjibur Rahman released. Instead we were told that a
civilian administration was being installed. Everyone knows that
this civilian administration was a farce; today the farce has turned

into a tragedy.

Lip service was paid to the need for a political solution, but
not a single worthwhile step was taken to bring this about. Instead,
the rules of West Pakistan went ahead holding farcical elections to

seats which had been arbitrarily declared vacant.

There was not even a whisper that anyone from the outside
world had tried to have contact with Mujibur Rahman. Our earnest
plea that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, should be released, or that,
even if he were to be kept under detention, contact with him might
be established, was not considered practical on the ground that

the U.S. could not urge policies which might lead to the overthrow of
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President Yahya Khan. While the United States recognised that
Mujib was a core factor in the situation and that unquestionably in
the long run Pakistan must acquiesce in the direction of greater
autonomy for East Pakistan, arguments were advanced to
demonstrate the fragility of the situation and of Yahya Khan’s

difficulty.

Mr. President, may I ask you in all sincerity: Was the release
or reven secre: negotiations with a single human being, namely,
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, more disastrous than the waging of a

war ?

The fact of the matter is that the rulers of West Pakistan got
away with the impression that they could do what they liked
because no one, not even the United States, would choose to take a
public position that while Pakistan’s integrity was certainly
sacrosanct, human rights, liberty were no less so and that there
was a necessary interconnection between the inviolabilty of States

and the contentment of their people.

Mr. President, despite the continued defiance by the rulers of
Pakistan of the most elementary facts of life, we would still have
tried our hardest to restrain the mounting pressure as we had for
none long nine months; and war could have been prevented had the
rulers of Pakistan not launched a massive attack on us by bombing
our airfields in Amirtsar, Pathankot, Srinagar, Avantitpur, Uttarlai,
Jodhpur, Ambala and Agra in the broad day light on December 3
1971 at a time when I was away in Calcutta, my colleague, the
Defence Minister, was in Patna and was due to leave further for
Bangalore in the South and another senior colleague of mine, the
Finance Minister, was in Bombay. The fact that this initiative was
taken at this particular time of our absence from the Capital showed
perfidious intentions. In the face of this, could we simply sit back
trusting that the rulers of Pakistan or those who were advising them

had peaceful, constructive and reasonable intent ?

We are asked what we want. We seek nothing for ourselves.
We do not want any territory of what was East Pakistan and now

constitutes Bangla Desh. We do not want any territory of West
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Pakistan. We do want lasting peace with Pakistan. But will
Pakistan give up its ceaseless and yet pointless agitation of the last
24 years over Kashmir ? Are they willing to give up their hate
campaign and posture of perpetual hostility towards India ? How
many times in the last 24 years have my father and I offered a Pact
of Non-aggression to Pakistan ? It is matter of recorded history that

each time such offer was made, Paskistan rejected it out of hand.

We are deeply hurt by the innuendos and insinuations that it
was we who have precipitated the crisis and have in any way
thwarted the emergence of solutions. I do not really know who is
responsible for this calumny. During my visit to the United States,
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Austria and Belgium, the point I
emphasised publicly as well as privately was the immediate need for
a political settlement. We warited nine months for it. When Dr.
Kissinger came in August 1971, I had emphasised to him the
importance of seeking an early political settlement. But we have not
received, even to this day, the barest framework of a settlement
which would take into account the facts as they are and not as we

imagine them to be.

Be that as it may it is my earnest and sincere hope that with
all the knowledge and deep understanding of human affairs you, as
President of the United States and reflecting the will, the aspirations
and idealism of the great American people, will at least let me know
where precisely we have gone wrong before your representatives or

spokesmen deal with us with such harshness of language.

With regards and best wishes.
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STAMEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER : RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER
OF HOME AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDH]I) : Mr. Chairman, Sir,
the valiant struggle of the people of Bangla Desh in the face of
tremendous odds has opened a new chapter of heroism in the

history of freedom movements.

Earlier, they had recorded a great democratic victory in their
elections and even the Preident of Pakistan had conceded the right
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to become Prime Minister of Pakistan.
We shall never know what intervened to transaform this benevolent
mood and realistic approach, if it really was that to deception and

the posture of open hatted.

We are told that Sheikh Mujubur Rahman and his party, the
Awami League, had planned a non-violent movement of resistance
to the Government of West Pakistan. But they were caught
unawares and overtaken by a brutual military assault. They had no
alternative but to declare for independence. The East Pakistan Rifles
and East Bengal Regiment became the Mukti Fauj and later the
Mukti Bahini, which was joined by thousands of young East
Bengalies determined to sacrifice their lives for freedom and the
right to fashion their future. The unity, determination and courage
with which the entire population of Bangla Desh is fighting have

been recorded by the worls Press.

These envents on our doorstep and the resulting flood of
refugees into our territorry could not but have far-reaching
repercussions on our country. It was natural that our sympathy
should be with the people of Bangla Desh in their just struggle. But
we did not act precipitiously in the matter of recognition, our
decisions were not guided merely by emotion but by an assessment

of prevailing and future realities.

With the unanimous revolt of the entire people of Bangla Desh
and the success of their strguggle it has become increasingly

apparent that the so-called mother State of Pakistan is totally
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incapable of bringing the people of Bangla Desh back under its
control. As for the legitimacy of the Government of Bangla Desh the
whole world is now aware that it reflects the will of the
overwhelming majority of the people, which not many governments
can claim to represent. In Jefferson’s famous words to Governor
Morris, the Government of Bangla Desh is supported by the “will of
the nation, substantially expressed.” Applying this criterian, the
Military regime in Pakistan whom some States are so anxious to
buttress, is hardly representative of its people even in West

Pakistan.

Now that Pakistan is waging war against India, the normal
hesitation on our part not to do anything which could come in the
way of a peaceful solution, or which might be construed as
intervention, has lost signaificance. The people of Bangla Desh
battling for their very existence and the people of India fighting to

defeat aggression now find themselves parties in the same cause.

[ am glad to inform the House that in the light of the existing
situation and in response to the repeated requests of the
Government of Bangla Desh, the Government of India have after the
most careful consideration, decided to grant recognition to the

GANA PRAJATANTRI BANGLADESH.

It is our hope that with the passage of time more nations will
grant recognition and that the GANA PRAJATRANTRI BANGLADESH

will soon from part of the family of nations.

Our thoughts at this moment are with the father of this new
State-Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. I am sure that this House would
wish me to convey to their Excellencies the Acting President of
Bangla Desh and the Prime Minister and to their colleagues, our

greetings and warm felicitations.

I am placing on the Table of the House copies of the
communication which we have received from the Government of
Bangla Desh. Hon’ble Members will be glad to know that the
Government of Bangla Desh have proclaimed their basic principle of
State policy to be democracy, socialism, secularism and the

establishment of an egalitarian society in which there would be no



309

discrimination on the basis of race, religion, sex or creed. In regard
to foreign relations, the Bangla Desh Government have expressed
their determination to follow a policy of non-alignment, peaceful co-
existence and opposition to colonialism, recialism and imperialism
in all its manirfestations. These are the ideals to which India also is

dedicated.

The Bgngla Desh Government have reiterated their anxiety to
organise the expeditious return of their citizens who have found
temporary refuse in our country, and to restore their lands and
belongings to them. We shall naturally help in every way in these

arrangements.

I am confident that in future the Government and the peoples
of India and Bangla Desh, who share common ideals and sacrifices
will forge a relationship based on the principles of mutual respect
for each other’s sovereignity and territorial integrity, non-
interference in internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit. Thus
working together for freedom and democracy, we shall set an
example of good neighbourliness which slone can ensure peace,

stability and progress in this region. Our good wishes to Bangla

Desh.
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“Bangladesh Observer”
Dacca, Saterday, 18" March, 1972

INDIA WANTS A STRONG BANGLADESH: INDIRA GANDHI
We will march together

Bharatratna Srimati Indira Gandhi, addressing a mammoth
public meeting in Dacca on Friday, said that India and Bangladesh
would march together to peace and prosperity. The two countries,
she said, would share the burden of the oppressed humanity and
create a new Asia for the future generation.

The Indian Prime Minister described Bangabandhu Sheikh
Muyjibur Rahman as a leader of the oppressed people of the world
and not of Bangladesh alone. She hoped that under the able
leadership of the Bangabandhu Bangladesh would prosper and
grow from strength to strength. She called upon the people of
Bangladesh to strengthen the Bangabandhu’s hands in rebuilding
the new born state.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman addressed the
meeting early to welcome the quest. The meeting, the biggest ever in
Dacca, was held at the Shahid Suhrawardy Udyan ( former Race
Course) on the Bangabandhu’s 534 birthday.

Mrs Ghandhi said that her country would provide all possible
assistance to Bangladesh in reconstructing the newly independent
country. She however said that one should not be under the
impression that with the achievement of independence all problems
facing the country would be solved. She said that it was a gigantic
task and it could be achieved through dedicated and selfless
services of all.

To enjoy the fruits of independence, Mrs. Gandhi emphasised,
every citizen would have to work with devotion. “It is a hard task.”
she observed. Even then she said the people would have to achieve
there goal by their dedicated services towards growing a happy
society. She said that the independence would be meaningless

unless people be provided with food shelter and education.



315

Bangladesh would have to stand on her own and chalk out
her own plans and programmes to reach her goal. In this context
Mrs. Gandhi quoted in Hindi the famous poem of Tagore ( jodi tor
dak shune kew na ashe tabe ekla chal re) and urged Bangladesh to
go ahead alone even if responses to her needs were not forthcoming

from any quarter.

Referring to the help and assistance given by India in the
liberation struggle of Bangladesh and afterwards. The Indian Prime
Minister said that her country did it for a cause, the cause of the

oppressed humanity.

She said that the peoples of Bangladesh and India would
march together and share burden of the oppressed humanity and

help create a new Asia for the future generation.

The Indian Premier said that her country had no territorial
ambition nor she did want to dominate over others. She said that it
was India’s interest that Bangladesh grew as a strong and powerful

country.

She said that every country in the world should follow their
own ideology, customs and traditions in building a happy and

prosperous society.

Mrs. Gandhi said that Bangladesh and India had many
identitical views on a number of national and international issues;
but each country should follow its own path in establishing a happy
society in their respective countries. The basis of friendship between
the two countries, she said, should be on the basis of mutual

respect for each other’s views and policies.

Referring to the participation of Indian Army in the liberation
war of Bangladesh. Mrs. Gandhi said that the Indian Army shed
their blood in the soil of Bangladesh and their blood was mingled
with that of the freedom fighters of Bangladesh. She said “this has

strengthened our friendship.”
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Paying glowing tributes to the youths of Bangladesh-the
valiant Mukti Bahini and the members of the Students League, she
said the struggle of the brave sons of Bangladesh was crowned with

SUCCESS.

Recalling the early phase of the liberation struggle, Mrs.
Gandhi said that the true followers of Sheikh Mujib had continued
their struggle after Sheikh Mujib was arrested and taken to
Pakistan. The followers of Sheikh Mujib, she said had set up their
headquarters at Mujnibnagar and spread the message of the

liberation struggle all over the world.

Mrs. Gandhi said that she was happy to note today that many
of the countries were according recognition to Bangladesh, although
some of them took indifferent attitude to the cause of the suffering
humanity in Bangladesh at the initial stage. There were also many

rich countries among them.

She said that at that critical hour, the people of India, who are

themselves pior came forward to the help and assistance the

oppressed people of Bangladesh.

In supporting the liberation struggle of Bangladesh and
demanding release of Sheikh Mujib. India had incurred the
displeasure of some countries but she remained firm in her stand,

Mrs. Gandhi said.

The Indian Prime Minister cautioned that some forces were
now active to drive a wedge between the India Bangladesh

friendship. But they would fall in their sinister moves, she declared.

Speaking about her own country, she said that she was
committed to remove poverty from India. She, however, said that it
was not a task to be achieved overnight and her people had now
realised it. Mrs. Gandhi said that people of India were now confident

that poverty would be removed in due time.

Mrs. Gandhi began her speech first in Bengali. She said in
Bengali that she had carried with her the love and affection of the
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55 crore Indians for the people of Bangladesh. She said that it was
an auspicious day because, the birthday of the Bangabandhu also
coincided with her visit to Banglaedesh. At this point she recited a
verse from Tagore. But then Apologising for her inability to speak in

Bangali fluently she switched over to Hindi.

The national anthems of India and Bangladesh were rendered
by a troupe of 125 vocal and instrumental artists when Indira

Gandhi accompanied by the Bangabandhu went up the dais.

Sardar Swaran Singh also took his seat in the dais Begum
Mujib with her youngest son Russel sat beside Mrs. Gandhi on the
dais. The members of the Bangladesh cabinet took their seats on

the dais which was tastefully decorated.

The Indian Premier concluded her 20 minute speech with the
slogan of Bharat Bangladesh Moitri Zindavad and Bangladesher
Neta Sheikh Mujib Zindabad.

“Bangladesh Observer”
Dacca, Saterday, 18" March, 1972

Friendships at all cost: Mujib

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman told the mammoth
public meeting in Dacca on Friday that if needed the people of
Bangladesh would not hesitate took give more blood to preserve

their hard-earned independence.

The Bangabandhu, speaking at the meeting which was later
addressed by Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said that his people were also
ready to lay down their lives to maintain the friendship between
India and Bangladesh. Lakhs of people who had converged at the
Shahid Suhrawardy Udyan (former Race Course) to hear him and
the Indian Prime Minister. Mrs. Gandhi, expressed their willingness
by raising hands to make supreme sacrifice in preserving freedom

and maintaining Indo- Bangladesh Friendship.

Expressing the gratitude of people of Bangladesh to the people
of India and her Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the Bangdhu
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said that it was a great occasion for the Bangalis to find Mrs.
Gandhi amidst them. The Bangabandhu said, “we are happy that we
could bring the friend of the oppressed people here today”

The Bangabandhu further said that Mrs. Gandhi would not be
able to stop her tears if she could see the marks of brutality of the
Pakistani Army all over Bangladesh. But due to the disruption of

communications Mrs. Gandhi could not be taken to other places.

He said that those of the Pakistan Army who were responsible
for killings and other heinous crimes would be brought to

Bangladesh from their present abode in P.O.W. camps in India.

Recalling the services rendered by the people of India and
Mrs. Indira Gandhi for the cause of Bangladesh, the Bangabandhu
said that he had nothing to offer to the Indian Prime Minister except

the infinite love and affection of the seven and a half crore Bangalis.

The Bangabandhu said that Mrs. Gandhi was not only the
leader of the biggest democratic country in the world; she was the
acclaimed leader of the oppressed humanity. The Bangabandhu
said that he would also work hand in hand with Mrs. Gandhi for the
oppressed people.

The Bangabandhu said that the barbarous Pakistan Army
devastated Bangladesh. They killed 30 lakh people, dishonored two
lakh women, looted food godowns and destroyed industries. Even
then their thirst for blood had not been quenched, he said. They
were out to kill the four lakh Bangalis now trapped in Pakistan. The
Bangalis were taken to the concentration camps. The Bangabandhu
apprehended another genocide by Pakistan on the Bangalis and that

in Pakistan.

However, the Bangabandhu said that the Bangalis did not

believe in revenge. “We want to live in peace with others”, he added.

Lauding the role of Mrs. Indira Gandhi for the cause of
Bangladesh, the Bangabandhu said that with motherly care she

gave shelter to one crore displaced Bangalis. He said that India not
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only fed the displaced persons at that time, she also contributed
generously to Bangladesh after her liberation. He said that India
gave monetary help, repaired damaged communication lines and

also promised to give five lakh tons of foodgrains.

Speaking about the deep friendship between India and
Bangladesh, the Bangabandhu said that some imperialist forces
were trying to spread a propaganda that Indian Army would not
leave Bangladesh so soon. He said that their motive had been

frustrated; the Indian Army left Bangladesh ahead of schedule.

At the same breadth, the Bangabandhu said, “The Bangalis
are not a coward people”, they know how to stand against any

oppression.

He cautioned the people that conspiracies were still going on
to frustrate the hardearned independence of Bangladesh. The
imperialist forces who opposed the liberation movement were still

active, he observed.

The Prime Minister said that preservation of independence
was a difficult as achieving it. He asked the people to be vigilant
against conspiracies. If needed he said, the arms deposited by the
people with the Government would be returned to them to maintain
independence. Thirty lakh people had laid down their lives for
achieving independence and to preserve it even one crore people
would not hesitate to lay down their lives, he observed. The
Bangabandhu said that some forces were instigating people on

various issues. Major issues could not be solved overnight he said.

The Bangabandhu said that those who would try to create
confusion among the people at this stage would be treated as

Razzakar and Al Badr gangsters.

The Bangabandhu concluded his ten-minutes speech with the
slogans of “Joy Bangla”; Joy Bharat’, “Joy Indira” and “Bharat-
Bangla Bandhutta Zindabad.”

“Bangladesh Observer”
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Dacca, Saterday, 18" March, 1972
Human Sea

Suhrawardy Udyan (formerly Race Course Ground) turned
into a vast human sea on Friday. Hundreds of thousands of people
from all work of life throughout Bangladesh converged into the
Maidan to have a glimpse of Mrs. India Gandh, the Prime Minister of
India, and express their gratitude to her.

Standing atop a 35 foot high boat-shaped “Yostrum Mrs.
Indira Gandhi and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
addressed the mammoth gathering. The rostrum was named ‘India
Mancha’.

From early morning on the day people started to assemble at
the Maidan. They came in processions, in buses and trucks, in
rickshaws and on foot. By noon the whole Maidan was filled up ,
still countless human streams coming to it. A large number of
blocks were created for the audience to maintain discipline in the
historic meeting. Seating arrangement for 50,000 women in the
Maidan was made. For the first time a public meeting in Dacca drew
such a huge gathering of women audience. The women audience
included a large number of Burqga-clad ladies from conservative
Muslim families . Many of them were fairly old and came with their
children.

Large number inscribing Various slogans were hung in the
meeting place. Some of the slogans were: long life Indira-Mujib :
long life Bharat-Bangladesh Maitri (friend ship); Joy Bangla Joy
Bharat and great leader Indira-Zindabad. Four hundred loud
Speakers were affixed on long bamboo poles. National Flags of India
and Bangladesh flew on the rostrum.

Strict discipline was maintained althrough the meeting. With
rapt attention and in pin drop silence the audience ence listened to
Mrs. Indira Gandhi and the Bangladesh. The speeches of Mrs.
Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were punctuated by
cheerful clappings and full throated Joy Bangla slogans. At one.

stage when Mrs. Gandhi and Bangabandhu came to the Maiden at
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about 3:30 p.m the crowed became almost uncontrollable as
everyone was eager to have a glmipse of the two great leaders.

For the last few days people from distant arears of the country
were started touring in the city to attend the meeting. Rail, road
and river transports were heavily crowded. People availed even the
roofs of the transports. By Friday hotel accommodation in the city
was almost impossible to get. The enthusiastic people who had no
kith and kin in the city passed their time on the verandahs of city

dwellings and on the rail way platforms and terminals.
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Put a tongue.

In every wound of caesar, they should move.

The stones of Rome to rise and mutiny.”
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